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PREFACE. 



r!* was the fate of the ingenious Author 
of the EssATs and Criticisms, now 
firft colleaively offered to the Public, to 
l^egm his literary career, unknown and un- 
patronized, laborioufly employing himfelf' 
"to provide for the exigencies of the paffing 
day ; and during that period of penury 
and diftrefs, fcatteraig over the periodical 
publications of tlW flfhes : works of merit, 
enougfh to confer celebrity on any name 
whofe owner had the advantage of being 
known to the world. Works which, from 
the obfcurity of the author, were neglefted 
^ a 3 and 
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VI PREFACE. 

.and left to perith Amidft the riibbifli witb 
which they were furrminded. 

Genius, however, in a country like 
Great Brilain, cannot long be depreffed. 
That of Goldsmith at length triumphed 
over the difficulties of his fituatlon. By 
flow degrees he forced himfelf into ntw 
tice. His taleots were allowed; enquiry 
was made after his early perfor^iances ; 
and fome of them he was irv^oced to re- 
vife, correft, and publifli in a Volume * 
himfelf. To thofe Essays ample juftiqe 
has been rendered; and fuch is public 
caprice, thofe who *rere blind to the ex- 
cellencies of an chjTj^e author, while 
firuggling for notice, and even for exift- 

• ThU VDlame of Eiiats waa published bj Dr. 
GoLDiMiTH in I ^6s, and u the lame tefercd to in 
tbc prefent FubUcatioo u Vd. 1. 

ence^ 
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tace, were foon coppelled to applaud 
the flaihes of wit -, the happy ftrokes of 
humour ; the accurate obfervation on life 
and manners, apd the fucce&ful delinea- 
tion of chara€ler^ which afterwards flione 
forth with acknowledged fplendour, in 
the admirable Comedies of " The Good- 
natured Man," and " She Stoops to Con- 
quer." 

BoT though the EssATs, publiflied by 
Dr. Goldsmith himfelf, were received 
by the world as the genuiqe efforts ot 
genius, they were (till but a felefiion. 
Many pieces of undoubted excellence 
.were known to be omitted, and fome 
which were fufpe£ted to be of his com- 
pofition could not be certainly afcertained. 
Thefe circumftances occafioned enquiry, 
and enquiiy was the means (rf bringing to 
a 4 light 
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flight yfhat ofherwife would not have been 
known. The late Mf-Thomas Wright, 
Printer, a man of literary obfervation and 
experience,' had, during his connection 
with thofe periodical publications, in 
■which the early worka of Dr. Gold- 
smith were origiaally contained, care- 
fuily marked the feveral compofitions of 
the different writers, as they were deli- 
vered to him to print. Being therefore, 
it was fuppofed, the only perfon able to 
feparate the genuine performances of Dr. 
Goldsmith from thofe of other writers, 

■ in thefe mifcellaneous coUeftions, it be- 
came the wilh of feveral admirers of the 
Authof of Thfe Traveller and Deferted 

-Village, that his authentic writings Ihould 

■ ino longer be blended with either doubt- 
ful or fputious pieces. Mr. Wright 
was. therefore recommended and prevailed 

upon 
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PREFACfe. ix. 

Upon to print the prefent Selefllion, which 
he had juft compleated at the time of his 
death. 

To expatiate on the merit of the pre- 
fent Colleftion, or the Author of it, would 
be a wafte of time. His reputation is 
eftablilhed beyond the reach of criticifm, 
and it is prefuroedwill fuffer no diminu- 
tion from the prefent volumes, which the 
difcerning Reader will perceive bear 
evident marks of authenticity, and prove 
themfelves to be the undoubted works of 
that Author, who, as Dr. Johnfon defcribes 
him, " had fuch variety of powers and 
fuch felicity of performance, that he always 
feemed to do beft that which he was 
doing : a man who had the art of being 
minute without tedioufiiefs, and genera] 
35 with- 



without confufion ; whofe language was 
copious without exuberance, exa3 with- 
out conftrainti and eafy without wealc- 
nefs." 



UFE 
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LIFE 



DR. GOLDSMITH. 

OLiTBK Goldsmith w3« the third Ton of the Rev. 
Charies Goldfmith, a divine of great refpe^b^i- 
iity, though but in narrow circbnftancet. He was bora 
at Elphio, in the county of Rofcommou, in the kiafdon 
of Ireland, Z9th Nofember, in the year I73i'i and was 
inftnided in the daffies, at the fchool of Mr. Hu^kIi 
On the t ith of JunCi 1744, he was admitted a Sizer 
of Trinity College, Dublin, under the tuition of Dr. 
Raddilfe, where he was contemporary with Mr. Ed- 
mund Burke. At collie he exhibited no fpecimetn 
of that genius which diftinguiflied him in his maturer 
yean. According to hit own whimfical account of 
himfelf, " he made no great figure in mathematics, 
whicli wat a ftudy much in repute there, yet he could 
turn an ode of Horace into Eagtilh better than any of 
them." On the 37th of February, 1 749, O. S. (two 
years after the regular time], he obtained the degree 
of Bachelor of Arts. At this period of his liie he 
turned hit thoughts to the profelfion of phyTic ; and 

* 80 fayi hit Epicaph. Other accoimt* pUcc hiiblrih, and, 
not without probability, in i7>9. 

■ 6 after 
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XII llPt or DK. COLiriHtTR. 

aftn* ettcnding fome conriin of amttomy in DuUin, Ik 
proceeded to Edinburgh, in the year 1751, where he 
putfued the ftudy of the feveral branches of medicine, 
under the different profclTora in that univerfity. At 
this period of his life, the (ame want of thought and 
circumfpe6lion, and the iame heedlefs beneficence go- 
verned, that in his latter years continued to involTC 
him in difficidties. Imprudently engaging to pay a 
conTideiable fum of money for a fellow fiadmt) who 
iailed to exonerate him from the demand, he found 
himfclf under the neceffity of hailily quittiiig Scotliind, 
to avoid the horronra of a jail. 



D was the place tn whidi he took re. 
fuge, apd there he arrived in the beginning of the ^ar 
1754. His fodden Sight had left him no means of 
providing iot his prelent wants, and he was driven to 
the greateft extremity. It was at this period, it is 
imagined, tliat he was reduced to an embanafiinent* 
which will be beft related in the words of the perfoa 
who originally gave the anecdote to the public*. 

" Upon hia firit: going to England be was in fach 
diftrefs, that he wonld have gladly become an ufher t» 
% country fchool ; but fo de&itute was he of friends to 

* A Philofophic^ Survey of the Soutli of IreUnd, in ■ Seiiw 
•f Letcei* to John Watkinlbn, M. D. Dnblio, Svo^ 17S8, pk 
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tlFI OF Dl. GOLDSUITK zSl 

recommend him, thai he could not without difficnlty 
obtain even this low department. The mafter ot the 
fcbool icnipled to employ htm, without fbme teftimo- 
nial of hit pafi life. Goldimitu referred him to hit 
tntor at college for a charaf^ ; but dl this while he 
went under a feigned name. From this idburce, tber^ 
fore, <»ie would think that little in hit farour eoi^ be 
CYCn hoped for ; but he only wanted to ferve a prefem 
exigency— an ulherlhip was not hia object. 

" Ik thiftftrait he writes n letter to Dv. Raddiffi)» 
imploriDg him, as he tendered the welfere of an oU 
pups, BOt to anfwcr a letter whidi be wouM pn^ablf 
KceiTc the fame poft with hia own, frdm the fehoc^ 
mafter. He added, that he had good reaibna for coii> 
ce^ng, both from him and the reft of the woHd, hit 
name, and the real ftate of his cafe : every circumftaoec 
of which he promifed to communicate upon fome future 
occafion. Hu tutor, embairafled enough before to 
know what anfwer he IhouM give, rcfotved at laft to 
give none. And thus was poor Goldihith fnatched. 
fnHti between the horns of kis prefest difemma, and 
[uffered to drag on a miferable life for a ficw p^bati<»i- 
ary months, 

" It was not tin after his return to London, frnp 

his rambles over great part of the world, and after 

having got fome fiue footing on this Qippay globe^ 

that he at length wrote to Dr. lUdclife, tvthanfc him 

fgf 
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foe aM tnfimiiig die fijioalinafter's letUr, and to fiilS 
Iiu promile of ginng the hiftorf of tlie whole tian&t^ 
Uon. It Gonuined a coonca] oarrattK of hit ad*ea> 
tora, from hit leanag Irehmd to that timci" It u to 
be regretted that acddeat hM fincc deftroyed this manw- 
tife, which the gCDtleman to whom it wu written^ ad- 
aitied more than any part oi our author'* woib. 

BoT althon^ Dr. Goldimith had efcaped fraa 
Scotland into England, he coiild not leciire himfelf 
irom the langi of the law. The vigilance of hit cre- 
ditor, a tM3or, followed him, and he wai arrefted for 
the money, on accoont kf which he had become fecu- 
lity. From this difficulty he wa* rekafed by the friend- 
ship of Mr. Langhlin Maclane and Dr. Sleigh, ytha 
were then at the col'^^ of Edinburgh. Aa fbon ai 
lie was at libetty, he took hia p^gt on hoard a Dutch 
fhip to Rotterdam, from vrtwnce, after a ihott Bay, he 
proceeded to Bniflek. He then viJited a great part of 
flandeniand after paffing fome time at Stralbourg and 
Louvain, at which laft place he obtained a degree of 
Badidor in Phyfic, he accompanied an EngVlh gcDtle- 
Aian to Genera. 

It ia faid, on nnqaeftionable authorityt that our in* 
^eniout author performed the greater part of bis tmela 
on foot ; and he htmfelf alkdea to thit circumllance in 
fHie of hit early worht. " Countnes," layt be, " wcv 
idifierent q^pearance* to travclkn of diffeient circun>- 
ftancett 
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IfaacM. A man iriio ii whiried diroagh Eun^ in k 
pi^-clitife, and the pilgnm who wilki the grand tour 
en foot, inll form very different concluGoni.^//iW w*- 
ei^ertiu kqaor." It h» been aflerted, that be was en. 
.dilcd to purine bia tnveli, pattlf by denunding at 
DsiveHitiea to enter the lifta at a difpotant, by whid^ 
ucording to the cufiom of many of them, he was en- 
titled to the premium of a crown, when) luckily for 
him, hit diallenge wat not accepted j fo that, at it has 
been obfemd, be difputed his pallage through £u> 
rope. 

Ha had left England ill prorided with money { but 
bong at that time of a rambEng difpofition, and hanng 
]irobably no lettled fcheme of life, he neither forefaWf 
nor feai ed, any difficuhiet. He polleficd aUb a body 
capable of fuftaining emy fatigue, and a mind not 
eafily tenified by danger. Tluu qualified, he formed 
the defign of ^ong the mannera of different conntnet* 
He had acquired fomc knowledge of the French Ian* 
gnage, and of mufic i he played alfo on the Gcrmaa 
flute, vrtkich he found a very ufefiil acocwqiiiflunent, aa 
at timet it afforded him the meant of fubfiftence, which 
^ bia other qualidei would have fiuled to acquare lor 
him. Hit leaming, though not profound, produced 
him an ho^itable recepdon at moft of the religious 
houfes that he nfitcd i and bit mufic made him weU 
come to the pealanti of Planden and Germany. 
" Whenever I approached a pcalaot't houfe towarda 
"leTTy 
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lughtfaD/' hdufedtofay, << I pbyed oncbf lUf noS 
BKTiy tunes, and that generally procured me not oaibf 
■a lodging, but fubfiftcnce for the -next day i " bnt in 
truth," hia conAant exprefflou, "I muft own, wheiv 
rrer I atbempted to cntntnn pa&ni of a higher nnk, 
jhey slvays thought my pafimUioe odioui, and nevet 
nmde me imf return ier my csdexvoun to 'pleafe 
-them." 

Oil liu aninJ at OeneiB, it ii fiud.be ww recom> 
mended as a travelling tutor to a young man, (rf-mcati 
birth and fordid difpofition, who, after he had arriTed 
|rt years ofmaturity, UMXpOetUy came mto pofitffion 
of a confiderabte fortune. WUh tbk perfon our amhot 
proceeded to the South of France, wbeie a fbgRCb 
meat u^e betwten the tutiw and pi^il, vhicli ended 
in their parting item cadi other. Ones more our 3fc 
feted trvell^ was kft to encounter the diAaBltfet <^ a 
jncn^efa. ftranger in a liveign country. He had by 
thi> time fettafied his cnriofiey, .and ncKordbgly bent 
iat fteps towards En^and, niieie he anrnd fone time 
about the year ly;?. 

His fitmtdoa was now A«i*d, bat not iii)prove& 
He was flDI a fbonger, and fiiU ddUtst*. " -The 
world was all before hioii'' but Ae meant of prefent 
fidififtence was not eafity to be obtained. He applied 
to ferend apothecaries b> be received as a journeyman t 
Init In* broad Iiilb teoaatt nd uocouUk appearanc^^ 
a opaatcd 
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<^nt«] ■gainfi hia reception. Id diii forlorn ftste be 
was at length obliged to Submit to the huroUe condi- 
tion of an dSftant in the laboratory of a chemift near 
Fifh-fireet Hill. From this drudgery he me relea&d 
by the kindnefs of his frieod Dr. Sleigb, who rccd<«d 
hin into hia ianuly, -and uadertook. to fiipport hinif 
iiBtil ibme meaos cmiA be derifcd for his ttaiMcnaocc. 
In a fhort time he accepted tbe cmploynent of uAer 
to a boarding-fchool, kept by Dr. Milner, a dilTenting 
teacher, at Peckham. Though diis ftatioo, when 
viewed fn its prt^r light, can be efteemcd neither diT- 
faonowabk nor difgraecfnl, y«t, it ta reaiark^Ie, it 
was dieooly ooe which Goldsmith Ihrunk from tke 
lecoUe^lioii of^ when he attained & mart proljicnws 
Aate. 

It Is imagined, that while he WM uAer to Dr* 
Milner, he firft engaged in tbe purfuita of literetare. 
The eailieft performance by him, now l» be dlfcovsre^, 
is, « ITie Memoirs of a Proteftaat, condemned to the 
Galleys of France for his Religion. Written by him- 
felf. Traaaated from the Original, juft pBbli&ed at 
the Hague, t^ James Wiltingt oat" I75'> two volumes, 
I2ma, for which Mr, Edward Di&y paid' him twenty 
guineas. In 17^9 appeared " An Enquiry into the 
prefent State of Polite Leuning in Europe ;" and in 
Oflober of the fame year he began " The Bee," a 
weekly publication, which ceafcd at the end of eight 
numbers. 
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nainben. In tbe next ynt be became known to Da. 
Smollett, who wa« tben publilhing " Tbe Britifli 
Magazine ;" amd for tbat work our atthor compoTed 
ieveial of tbe eflaja, whidi he afterward* college] into 
tbe Tolume already mentioned, as well at fame of thofe 
tnferted in the prefent volumet. He a1(b engaged aa 
an afliftant in the Critical Review t and it it beliered 
wrote fame aitides in the Monthly Review. 

Ik the commencement of hii literary career, he d»> 
termined to obferrc the niles of economy very rigidly^ 
and with that view took a lodging in Green-aiboiv 
Court, ia the Old Bailey, where the greater part rf 
. his moft fnccefaful pieces were written. He had been 
mtrodoced to Mr. Newbery, a man who tnily dcferved 
the eulogiom bcftowed by Dr.Waiburton on the book- 
felleTS in general, ai " one of the heft judges and re* 
warders of merit," by whom he was employed to write 
in the Public Ledger the Chinefe Letters, aftcrwarda 
coUc£lcd under the title of " Tbe Citiun of the 
World ;" and foon after be obtained the friendflup of 
Dr. Samud Johnfon, who cncounged him in bis pur- 
fnits, applauded bis exertions, and occalicmiJly aflUled 
bim with bit advice. 

OvK author, however, did nOt foon emerge from 

obfcority. He contbued in his humble abode in 

Grceo-aibour Court, until about the middle of the 

year 
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■y&r t76lt when he TanoTcd to a handfome fet of 
chambera in the Middle Temple. Hia name wu ftUI 
but litUe known, except among the bookfellera, iwttl 
the jmr J 765, irtien hii genius difplajed it{clf in its 
full vigour by the publication of " The Traveller, or m 
PioCpeSt of Society ;" a po«ni begun ia Swuzerlaad, 
,aad which was icvifed by Dr. Johnlon; who pro- 
lunuMed this eulogium on it, " that there had not 
been fo fine a pKtn fince Pope's time. 

In the year 1767, onr autbor, who had now afiumed 
the title of Dodtor, made his firft, and, probably, hti 
only effiirt towards obtaining a perauoent eft^ililh- 
ment. On the death of Mr. Mace, Grelham'Profeflbr 
of Civil Law, he became a candidate to fuccced him i 
but without fucccfe. In 1768, his firft play. The 
Good-natured Man, was a&ed at Coveot Garden, with 
Itls approbation than it deferved. Dr. Johufon's opU 
nion of this performance was, that it was the bcft 
comedy that had appeared lince the Provoked HuC- 
band ; and that there had not been of late any fuch 
charader on the llagc <is that of Croaker. In the fuc- - 
cceding year he had the honorary Profeflbrihip of 
Hiftory in the Royal Academy conferred on him; and 
in this year his beautiful poem, " Tbt Deferted Vil. 
bgt," was firit printed. 

The cftimation in vdiich be WM hdd by tjbc hotit* 
felkn 
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felten wat at thra tinw h gre«,'ttnit ke wag fblicited tt» 
engage in a i^ety of works, fome of whidi, it caance 
be denied, were esecutcd in a bafty «id florenly oiaD- 
mer. His reputation howevet vm but little dit^iniAe^ 
to the end of hta life. His emolumenta yttte very 
great! *<"^ '^^'^ ^i' pofiefled only a fntalt pMtion cf 
prudence, lie might liave tnfered tliat n^epettdmce, 
tlw want of whMti embittered his feftte* d*yt «i(d'coa- 
tiibutcd in fome meafare to fltsiMu hit life. T 

His generofitf, not to dA It ^Kif Aflon; Mt with* 
frat bounds t >'>') he had coi^ntly « fet of miferalill: 
dependants, whofe wBnta he fupplied, «v<tv to the d^- 
treffing liimfetf. He bed alfb unfortwiatety (M}ntrtl6ted 
a hAit of gaming, with the vU of which be was very 
Kttle acquainted ; and confequently became the prey 
of fome who wete unprindjJed enough to take ad- 
nntage of his igilorance. An habitual carelefTneb 
with refpeA to money matters, at all times appean tb 
have been his predominant failing. Though, as ^ready 
obferred, the emolumenta ariCng from his writings 
' were wtj great, yet his income bore no proportion ta 
his expeocCT. He became embamfTed in hie circum- 
-ftaice, and in cdnfcquence uneafy, fretful, artd peerifli. 
*£ti thbWs' added i violent ftrangury, with which he 
was fome years afflidled, and which, witli other miU 
fortunes brought on a kind of habitual defpondency. 
In ^ia4ate he ibat attacked by a nervbus fever, vrtiich, 
*■ being; 
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"bmkg iTTpK^ei^ tTCtted, tentunaUd i» hU d ifl eJu ^ mt 
the 4Cti of April, 1774, in the ttxty-liird rfai of hi» 
age. It WW firft iaUoded b^ hw frioad* to bury bus 
in Weftminftcr Abbey ; his pall vras to hant been f«p< 
ported by I^wd Sbdbuniat L«nl LoUlb, Sir Jothua: 
lUyooU*. the l&mwnkble Mr. Bcaudcrc, Mr.-£d<. 
muntl Burke, and Mr. Gorrick ; but a.fiigbt inf^MO' 
UOD into bi« aSura. bowed the impropriety of tbal 
ieSgU' 'He naa tbcrebre pri?ately iDterred,. In tbe 
burial groundbdoagiDgtotbcTeinplet wheoMr.Hugh 
Kelly, Meura. John and Robert Day, Mr. Palmov 
Mr. EtbtiiDgton, and Mr. Hawes, gentlemeo, wha 
had been his frieads in life, utended la» corps^ ••■ 
mounieTgi and paid the ia& tribute to hia n 



Dk. Johniom's cfaar«£lcr of GoldsmitH) as aa 
author, a few yean after his death, is highly honono 
able to him. " He was," fays that admirable writer, 
*' a man of fuch variety of powers, aad f uch felicity of 
performance, that he always feemed to do beA, that 
which he was doing ; a man who had the art of being 
minute without tedioufncfs, and general without con- 
fiiAon ; wliofe language was copious without exidiC' 
nnee, exa& without conftraiut, and eafy without weak* 
ntfs." 

Mr. BoswELi. has alio pourtrayed bur author j and 

fome of his traits of lui durader wtU be rcadfly rccog- 

Bizcd 
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mzcd by his fumving friendk " No man had the art 
of difplaTiii^ with more advanugc, m a writer, what- 
ever literary acqmfitioD he wadc—Niiil yvad teligit nan 
enurrd.— Hit mind refetnbled a fertik, but thin foiU 
'Siiot wat a quick, but not a ftrong vegetation, of 
wfaaCevtr chanced to be thrown upon it. No deep root 
could be ftnick. The oak of the fiweft did not grow - 
there; but the elegant (hrubbery, and the fhignnt 
parterre, ayy e j f e d in gaf fucceffion. It ba* been ge- 
nerally circulated and believed, that he was a mere focJ 
ia converlation ; but, in tiuth, this haa been greatly 
exa^erated. He had, no doubt, a more than com- 
KOQ fliare of that hurry of idea* which we often £nd in 
Ilia countrymen, and iriiich Ibatetimes produce* a laugh- 
able confuiion b expreffing them. He was very much 
what the Frendi caB m» etemrdii and from vanity, and 
an eager defirc of being confpcuous where-ever he wa, 
he frequently tdked carelefcly, without knowledge of 
the fuI^eA, or even without thoi^ht. His perfon was 
(hort; hii countenance coarfe and vulgar; his deport- 
ment that of a fchotar, awkwardly affefliug the eafy 
gentleman. Thofc who were in any way dilHnguiihed, 
excited envy in him to fo ridiculous an esccfs, that the 
inftancet of it are hardly credible." — " He, I am 
afraid, had no fettled fyftem of any fort, fo that hi* 
conduft muft not be ftn^Uy fcrutinized ; but his afiec- 
tioni were fodal and gencroiia ; and when he had 
money, he gave it away very liberally." 

To 
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' To thde accouoti, we tlull add the foQowiag plca- 
fant ddcription of our author, by the fpdghtly pea of 
Cavid Ganick. 

Hbks, HerBwt,(aftJoTe,wIiowuhMAarwnineIlov, 
Go, fetch me fame claj — I will make an odd fellow* 
Right and wrong Ihall be jumbled ; Kincb goldt aad 

fomc dr«f* i 
Witkoutcautcbehepleared, without caufc beheorob; 
Be furCf ai I work, to throw in contndiAion* j 
A great lover of truth, jec a mind turn'd to fiftlotii. 
Now mix thefc ingredicnti, whicb, wann'd in the 

Turn to learnlDg and gaming, religioti and rafciBg | 
Wkh ihe loTe of a wcncb, let hit writing! be chafte. 
Tip hit tongue with ftraagc matter, hii pen witk fia« 

t*<e. 
That die nk< and the poet a'er all majr prevail, 
Set fire to hii head, and fet Sre to hii tail: 
For Ihe jojof eaclir«aon [be world I'll bellow it, 
Thii fcholar, rake, chriftian, dupe, gamefter, and poeL 
Tliougb a mixture fo odd) he Ihall merit great faiuei 
And among brother monali be Goldsmith hii name. 
When on earth thia ftrange meteor no more Qtall appear, 
You, Hennet, Aall fetch him, to makfui fporther*. 

A rtw jear« after hi* death > mOnnmcot, bjr NoUi- 
kens waa ercAcd in Weftmmfter Ahhej, by a collec- 
tioa made b; bU friendi; and upon it i* infciibed 
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ORIGINAL LETTER 



DR. GOLDSMITH. 



ROBERT BRATNTON, Efq. BaBjmahmi, IrtlanJ. 

EdinhiiTsh, Sift, afi, 17J3. 
■lY DEAK BOB, 

TTOW many good cseufea (and you know I wu 
ever good at an excufe) might I call up to via- 
dicate my [all fliameful lilencc! — I might tell how I 
wrote a long letter at my firft coming hither, and 
feem vaftly angiy at my not receiving an anfwer ; I 
might allege that bufinels (with buHnefs you know I 
W3S always pellered] bad never given me time to fioger 
a pen ; — but I'^upprefs tbefe, and twenty more equally 
plaufible and aa eaCly invented, fincc they might be 
attended with a Hight inconvenience of being known 
to be lies. Let me then fpeak truth ; an hereditary 
indolence (I have it from the mother's lldej hat bi- 
tbcTto prevented my writing to you, and ftill prevent! 
my writing at leafl; twcaty-fivC letters more> due to 
Vot. II. b taj 



D,<,,r,.-^i 1,, Google 



my friends In Ireland. No turarpit dug gets up into 
his wheel with more re!u6tance than I fit down to 
write; yet no dog evtr loved the roall: meat he turns 
better than I do hJra I now addrefs.— Ytt what fhall 
I fay now I am enter'd f Shall I lire you with a dc- 
fcription of this unfruitful country, where I mufl: lead 
you over their hills all brown with heath, or their 
vallies fearce able to feed a rabbit ? — Man alone feems 
to be the only creature who has arrived to the natural 
fize in this poor foil. — Every part of the country prc- 
fents the fame difmal landfcape : no g^ve nor brook 
lend their muijc to cheer the ftranger, or make the 
inhabitants forget their poverty ; — yet, with all thefc 
difadvantages to call him down to humility, a Scotch- 
man is one of the proudeft things alive. — The poor 
have -pride ever ready to relieve them ; — if mankind 
Ihould happen to defpife them, they are maftera of 
their own admiration, and ibat they can plentifully be- 
flow on themfdves. 

From their pride and poverty, ai I take it, refults 
one advantage this country enjoys, namely, the gentle- 
men are much better bred than amongft ub. — No fuch 
.character here as our fox-hunters; and they have ex- 
preffed great furpriie when I informed them that fome 
men in Ireland of loooha year fpend their whole livei 
in running after a hare, drinking to be drunk, and 
getting every girl, that will let them, with child : and 
truly, if fuch a bang, eijuipped in his hunting dreft. 
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came among a circle of Scotch gentry, they would 
behold him with the fame aftonifhmeut tliat a country- 
man woiJd King George on horfeback. The men 
here have generally high cheek-bonea, and are lean 
and fwarthy, fond of aftion, dancing in pavticulat. 
Though, now I mention dancing, let me fay fomething 
of their balls, which are very frequent here. — When a 
firanger enters the dancing-hall, be feet one end of the 
room taken up with the ladies, who fit difmally in a 
wroupe by tliemfelves j on the other end Ibods their 
penfive partners, that are to be ; but no more inter- 
coufc between the Jezn, than there is between two 
countries at war: — the ladieS) indeed, may ogle, and 
^e gentlemen figh, but an embargo is laid on any 
dofer commerce. At length, to intemipt boftilitie^ 
the lady direAreis, or intendant, or What you wiD, 
pitches oa a gentleman and lady to walk a minuet^ 
which they perform with a formality that approaches 
defpondencc. After five or fix couple have thus walked 
the gauntlet, all ftand up to country dances, each gen- 
tleman fumifhcd with a partner from the aforefald lady 
dire£befs, fo they dance much and fay nothing, atid 
thus concludes our affembly. I told a Scotch gentle, 
man, that fach profound filence refembled the ancient 
procefiion of the Roman matrons in honour of Cere* : 
and the Scotch gentleman told me (and, faitit, I be- 
lieve lie was right) that I was a very great pedanB for 
tny pains.— Now I'm come to the ladies, and to fhew 
that I love Scotland, and every thing that belongs ta 
b 1 fo 
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fo charming a country, 1 infift on it, and mil give him 
leave to break my head that denies it, that the Scotch 
ladies are tea thoufand times handfomcr and finer than 
the Iriih : — to be fore now I fee your fifters Betty and 
Peggy vaftly furprized at my partiality, but tell thtm 
Satly, I don't value them, or their fine {kins, or eyes, 
or good fenfe, or -^ ■ , a potatoe ; for I fay it, and 
will maintain it, and, as a convincing pioof (I'm in a 
Tery great pafllon) of what 1 aflcrt, the Scotch ladie» 
fay it themfelves. But, to be lefs ferious, where will 
you find a language fo pretty become a pretty mouth, 
as the broad Scotch ? and the women here fpeak it in 
its higheft purity ( for tniiance, teach one of their 
young ladies to pronounce — " Whoar wull I gong"-— 
with a becoming widenefs of mouth, and I'll lay my 
life they will wound every hearer. We have no fueb 
character here as a coquet ; but, alas 1 how many en- 
vious prudes t — Some days ago I walked into my I^ord 
Kilkoubry'a (dont't be furprized, my Lord is but a 
glover), when the Duchefs of Hamilton (that fair who 
lacriGced^er beauty to ambition, and her inward peace 
to a title and gilt equipage) pafTed by in her chariot ; 
her battered hufband, or, more properly, the guardian 
of her charms, fat by her fide. Strait envy began, in 
the fhape of no lefs than three ladies, who fat with me, 
to find faults in her faultlefs form :— " For my part," 
Jays the firft, " 1 think, what I always thought, that 
the Duchefs has too much red in her compleKioo."— 
** Mftdaitt, I'm of your opioion," bjt the fecond, 
and 
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" and I think her face has a paKfli caft, too much on 
the deb'cate order." — " And let me tell yoo," add» 
the third lady, whole mouth was puckered up to the 
file of an' IfTue, " that the Duehefs haa fine lipB, but 
Ihe wants a mouth." — At thjs, e»rry lady drew up her 
mouth aa if (he was going to propounce the letter P, 
■ But how in, my Bob, does it become me, to 
ridicule women with whom I have fcarce any corre- 
fpondence ! — There are, 'tis certain, handfome women 
here J and 'tis as certain, there are handfome men to 
keep them company.— An ugly and a poor man la 
fociety for himfelf : aud fuch fociety the world lets me 
enjoy in great abundance.— Fortune has given you c!r> 
cumftances, and nature a perlbn, to look channing la 
the eyea of the fair world. Nor do I envy my dear 
Bob fuch blciSngs, while I may fit down and laugh at 
the world, and at myfelf, the moft ridiculous objeft ia 
it. — But I begin to grow fplenedc ; and, perhaps, the 
fit may continue till 1 receive an anfwer to this. I 
know you can't fend news from B. Mahon, but, fuch 
as it is fend it aH ; every thing you write will be agree- 
able and entertaining to me. Has George Couway 
put up a fign yet ; or John Finecly leA: off drinking; 
drams ; or Tom Alien got a new wig ? But I leave to 
your own choice what to write.— While Olitsk 
GoLDSHiTH lives, know you have a friend! 

P.S. GivB my fincereA regards [not cOmpIimenta. 

do you mind) to your agreeable family; and give m]r 

fcrvice 
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fervke to my mother, if you f« her, for, » yon ex- 
- prefe it in Irclaodi I have a iaealdag kiadaels for her 
ML 

DiKiCT to iDe-~£tudent inPbyfic, in Edinburgh. 
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ESSAY I. 

WV.1TTEN IN THE TEAE H.DCC.LX. 

WE tnow not a charafter of antiquity which 
can be produced as a rival to that of the 
0refent Miniftcr •. 

His eloquence, integrity, and zeal for the in- 
terefts of the commonwealth, may have been' 
aqualled by feveral individuals both of Greece and 
Rome ; but the vigour, fagacity, and fuccefs with 
which be has exerted thofe qualities, are unprc- 
- cedented ;. and hii iiniverfal popularity in a free 

" The Right Hon! W. Pitt; Efq. then one of hii 
MAJitT\'> Rkincifal !)lcKiTAiii«> td Stati, ind 
afterwirdtcreuolEAiLOr Chatham, fuhct of the prefeot 

CHAIK:It,LOR Ot TBt EzCBIQIIII. 

Vol, II.. B aat«. 
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Aate, which had been long dWided by inTctentc 
faftionSf '^ altogether without example. 

Were we obliged to find a parallel between him 
and fome diftioguiOied character of the ancient 
republics, we fhould compare bim to the Two 
Brothers the Gracchi, the illuftrious advocates 
of the Roman people, and the moft Qiining orna- 
ments of a polifhed commonwealth. We would 
compare him to both the Brothers, becaufe the 
virtues and accomplithmeots of both feem united 
in his charafter. 

TiBEKius Graccki;s and Caids Gsjcchds 
were of the Scmpronian ^mil;, nhich, though 
Plebeian, was eminent, worthy, and honourable, 
and allied to the moft noble houfes of Rome. 
Both Brothers were afluatcd by the fame warm 
zeal for the intereft of their fcIlow-citizcns *, and 
fo extraordinary were their talents, that, had they 
ilouriflted at the fame period of time, then- united 
endeavours muft have Airmountcd all oppolition : 
but Caius, being the junior by, nine years, could 
not co-operate with his brother TItJerius in the 
great fchcme he bad proje^cd in behalf oTthe 
common people ; and he afterwards adopted his 
plan without fnccefs. > Each Aiade his efforts fe- 
parately, and both perifhed in the fame attempt, 
through the jealoufy and refentment of the patri- 
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eUns. Th«ir enemies aocufed them of ambition : 
but* the imputation wu unjuftt In reriiing 
tbe Licmiu) law for die divifion of lands, they 
were finely animated and influenced bjr a principle 
of patriot humanity, which indeed glowed to a de- 
gree <d enthufiafm. 

Velleiuu PATBRCOtos, that d^ant fyco- 
phant<rf' arbitrary power, is forced Co acJinowledge, 
that^ bating tbeir fuppofed deflgn againft the coitw 
ftitutioB of their country, their morals were un- 
blcmilhed, and their lives irreproachable. He 
owns their genius was fublime, and that their en- 
gagemcnts were facred : in a word, that diey were 
adorned with ail the virtues that human nature, in 
its greatefl: perfe&ion, could acquire or poflefs. 
Yet there was an cQcntial di&reoce in the cha- - 
ra^rs of thefe two celebrated Ronun patriots. 
Tiboius was mild and compofei^ of a winning 
addreb and gentle dilpdition: whenhelunuigiied 
in puUtc, he feemed to Iblicit^ and indeed to ib> 

tin ipinUa t5( x^ ifMro, uJ rif rtwfySAK * TtiHcAtf, 

M 7 ff y « iw» »hit (, nuTf ma) tel^Mt «a! /iuifiMn 
OAOTTAWe. TIB. rPAKX, 

B a dnce 
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ivcc the ai^iufe of bis audience, by artful argu. 
ments and pathetic images : hiselocution was Ibfc 
snd inlinuating : he endeavoured to pleafe, in or- 
der to perfuade. Cuiu was more open, bold, and 
impetuout. He pofiefled an irrcfiftible energy of 
eloqumce, enforced with fublime ftrokes and dar- 
ing metaphors, that arouled, aftcHiifhed, and 
{hook his hearers to the inmoll foul. It was the 
thunder of oratory, which levelled all oppofitian 
with a fcemiitg fupernatural power, fla£hing con- 
vision on thelenfe, and exciting a mingled cranf- 
port of reverence and terror *. 

In his youth he had exercifcd the profeSon of 
Aims t i'nd, bad he profecuted that employoient* 
would, in all probability, have rivalled the grcateft 
commaDders of the republic ; for, with the moft 
penetrating geniusi he pofleffed the moft a£Uve 
intrepidity. He was afterwards promoted to the 
poft of ^tefior, « Paymafter-General to the 

* 'Evti a inrif ^ T» T\ainnfiiniir koI r^ttfoiiunr, 

Mnt fufpif hffapu, «■•» nn umtiv^M m'avt !> wOAf 

Antuxirvnt' " X''t^ una pei ienti TtUrtnt W^afiu-^w. 
«(«•• UM Ktfjtinittnuiis ir 1 Tiiip^, lUit^ it nai 
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forces ; an office which baJ proved a fource of 
opulence to almoft every perfon by whom it had 
been enjoyed. This he executed with the moft 
pundtual attention to the neceQicies of the foldiery, 
and fuch difinterelled regard to the fcverelt didlatei 
of honour, as not only conciliated ihe warmell af- 
fe^ion of the troop;, but even iiUpiied foreign po- 
tentates wiib admiration and efteem *. 

CorRAGB, muJeration, liberality, public fpi- 
rll, and greatnefs of foul, were qu:ilnies which the 
Two Brothers held in common, with a gkiwing 
fenfe of frienJlhip, and a philofophical cunicmpC 
of pleafure> 1 hefe atjvantagei ,were reinforced 
by a dignified air, jm engaging countenance, •sni 
all thofe graces of nature which could fervjc a> -a 
recommendation to fuch fuperlative merit f. 

ofoJ^i I TaiO-' iwuTa a X»y*- li f«* Taia ^i{i( not 
itf£if ixirtO^ i a riLiu, viixtii Koi yfya-nifUi^. Vide 

Vertot's Kevolotioo of Rome, lib. viii. 

VflaZttf wa^aytniiimi, *ai ?Jyiilla( u; a jSariXiv; XOfilt 

+ The foilowbg Extraiti from Dr. Smollbtt'* 

DtDiCATiONof tbcBRiTisH Macazihe to Mr. Pitt 

B 3 may 
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maj fcrve to cowpltte the Fakallii., Trfaich Ibme reader* 
may perhaps thkik, would feem lo ccncludc ncher abruptly i 

" Malice itfelf nuft own, that whatever the warmeft imagi- 
nation cauMfaggelt) N^atrvcr tlie fondeft hope could prdagc, 
fram your lublime taknti and iiicorniptible integrity, hath 
\>eea nioie Aan realiitd by youc cocduQ, lince you ctiargeii 
ytnirfclf with tho direfUon of public afftin. 

" Endowed hj nature nhh that vigour of mind which con* 
(lituteatheti'ucbaiiiof magnaniRiity, andsjiimatcd wthliich 
patriot zcalaiwould have dignified the (iril citiienof the Ro- 
man republic) you have refiorcd yout' eountry to that rant 
which the oagbt to maintaio among the nationi. You have 
healed her diviCanti aboUfhed the diftinftiont of party, andi 
ky your own pcrfonal importance, united all your telbw Tub. 
jeStt in out generous and hearty coneuirente to ft^iport th* 
4ignity and prolkme tlie trueintenft of the ConuiHui-wmlA. 

*< Ytm have infpirtd onr cotmcih widi,courapi, fbrticuib, 
aad wilUom I you have direAed our BMiotul effort* to Aa 
furfuit of true glory and iiftitlible facccA. Under the aofpi- 
tciof your Miniftry, dillinguilhcd above all others forvig^> 
bnci, fteadinefs, aiidfbreligbt,oui'ann*by fcaaud land are 
■gain accuAbmed to triumph : they hareiaiAdiniinortaltro- 
yhiet in the four divifioni of the globe. Europe, ATia, Afri- 
ca, and America, have io tfaeirtunu beheld illullriousproofa 
«f Britilh valour i and Viftory leems to have choleii bei Ac- 
tion between the tneei of our aged Soveieign. 

" Embellilhcd with thefe great and gloiious events, tluk 
period will) in ibc ann^t of Great Biicain, Ihiuc with unii- 
valled'and unfading lulbe. The adminiftratMU of a PlTTi 
to deartt) the prefent age, whichlilUour mouth* with prai& 
andoiir beartswithexullation, wiUbecMnediehi&orian'ifa- 
Tourlte «ra, and prove, to lateft pvlieri^y, a darUog tbtme of 
admiration and applauft.'* 
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i^MRAH, the Ton of Abulfaid, of the feed 
V^ of the faithful, native of the city of Bir, 
in the province of Diarbekr, or Algtezirah, ferti- 
Rzed by the waters of tl-pharat *, being tired by 
tlie piide of youih, and Aimu aiej by a thirll after 
knowledge, refolved to improve bis mind by tra- 
velling into foreign countries. He accordingly 
mounted his camel, and departed with the caravan 
for Bafrah,. where he arrived without accident, 
and made a confl<lerable purchase of the moft 
beautiFul pearls. Having thus far happily performed 
his journey, his heart panted with delire to vifiC 
the imperial city of Baghdad, where he might be 
an eye-witnefs of the glory and magniiicence that 
furrounded the perfon of the renowned khaliph 
Harouo al Rafchid, the fublime fuccelfor of the 
Prophet, the emperor of i^e faithful, the rofe of 
delight, the fleward of Paradife, the cherifter 
of merit, whofe countenance fhone lilce the vilton 

* The Eiqiliratei i« calkd bjr the mtWn El-pharat. 

B4 of 
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of AIBcvak*, whofcwings were perpetually Jrop- 
png wkh die dews of liberality, and extended for 
Ibcittr to all die children of diftre&. ' 

OMltAR,,cteVated wtdi fuecefs, and glomng 
with thereSe£Hon of fais own importance, coa- 
fidcred through the medium of youthful vanity, 
fetout from Bifrah, without guide or company, 
and had already advanced as far as the delightful 
plains of Hella, within a day's journey of the 
great cky. The fun bad begun to gild the ho- 
rizon ; the heavens difplayed an unclouded ex- 
pand of blue fcrcnity ; the fig-tree, the citron, 
the palm, and pomegranate, feemcd to open their 
arms to welcome the new-born day; the verdant 
fdants tbst adorn the banks <f EUphirat, glit- 
tered with the dew-drops of the morning ; the 
young cdtnel, the wanton fawn, tbe'bounding 
antelope, and nimble zebra, Qiorted along the 
meads, and every buflt refounded with the me- 
lody of the winged chorifters. Every thing con- 
curred to fill the heart of our youth with gaiety 
and good-humour, and infpire hjs breall with 
Aat fclf-confidencc which never fails to darken 
the natural lights of lenfe and realbn. Here he 

« Al Bonk, acconDng to the Koran, wtt the baft that 
•airicd Mahomet toiteaven.Hisficewas like that of anus ) 
«»d la« eyt» (hone with i» great a luftre as the liar* wottU dif- 
f]Ky, were tbeymlightenedbytlKrayiof Aefiui. 
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was overtaken by two perfonages, whofc appcar- 
ailce forthwith attra£iccl his attention. One of 
them feemed to be a man in flaturc, but a child in 
countenance : his eyes were vacanr, his ftaturcs 
inanimated ; his mouth was unfurnillied with 
teeth, ftndaninfipid fmilelanguiOiedinceirantly on 
his l^ce. His neck was hung round with tinkling 
cymbals : in his hand he carried a pole, to the end 
of which was fixed the bladder of a dromtdarj, 
dlHended with air, and containing a few poUflied 
pebbles. This inllrument he rattled ever and anon, 
-and feemed to take pleafure in the found It pro- 
duced. His companion, who performed the of- 
fice of tutor, and led him by a bow-ftring faf- 
tened to his girdle, appeared to be of the middle 
age, tall, robuft, and brawny, with a brindled 
beard and froward vifage. The place of one eye 
was covered with a patch of black tafi«ta} the 
other, fuffounded with a livid circle, glared like 
a comet portending the rengeance of heaven ; his 
nofe.wbich was curved like the flafTof the khaliph, 
had been levelled to his face by the ftroke of acci- 
dent ; his forehead was indented with fears ; hit 
teeth were broken 2ni difphced ; his (urban was 
ft^ned with blood : his garment was Corn, and he 
halted on one leg like £bn Z.iid, the emir of 
Mouflul. A fcymetar of Damafcus hung upon 
his thigh, withouta fcabbard ; and in his hand he 
bore a fplintered lance, the remains of fome tour- 
B j nament 
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aament in which he had been engaged. Notwith* 
Aanding his ferocious appearance} he accofted our 
traveller in a courteous manner j and, undei- 
landing his purpofe of viliting Baghdad^ offered to 
conduct him the neareft way to that city. Ota^ 
rah being naturally afiable, accepted this offer, 
and, joining thcfe two ftrangcrs, wasagreeably en- 
tertained with the fii^ular adventures which the 
lame tutor recounted. 

At length ihey arrived at the foot of a moutt> 
tain, where the road was divided into two paths : 
one of thele was wide» fafe, and agreeable, wind- 
ing along the level plain, fo as to form a confider* 
able circuit ; the otber^ dangerous and difficult 
afcended the maunt^n, and, in oae place, bor- 
dered on the brink of a precipice (bat overhung 
the river El-pharat, at that time fwcUoi by the 
vernal rains. Thii> as the fhorteft, was chofisa 
by the lame guide i and Omrah followed his f6ot> 
flcps, even againfl the dictates of his own judge- 
ment ; but he was overawed ky the fear of appearing 
pu£Uan!mous in (he fight of his conductor. They 
had made confiderable progrefs, oqtwitUbixting 
the inconvcniencies of the way> when, in paffing 
over the edge d a fteep rock, the younger of his 
two fellow-travellers ibook his rattU -, the noi& 
' of which alarmed an owl, that repofed herJelf ia 
afinall tiiicket which bocdered on the path. Af- 
frighted 
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-fritted >k the ibund, Om flapped her wingi, and 
ftreechingat AefiiRie time, darted full in the face 
of tbeaftoniflKd Omrah, who, flardng with fur- 
prife, icU over the precipice, and plunged into 
the waves c^ the El-pharat. Thougb he had. the 
reputation of an excellent rwimmer, fiich was 
the rapidity of the Itream as to hurry him more 

' than tenpara&ngs below the place where he fell : 
Imt at length be reached the Jhore, half dead with 
terror, fttigue, and vexation : for he had loll his 
turban, whkh was adorned with jewels of incfti- 
tnable value. In ^is diptorabte fitftation he was 

' found by a- peaJant, who conveyed him to his cot- 
tage, and adminitlered (o him mth great huma- 
nity in die courfe of a fever, which the agitation 
of his mind and body had produced. 

One day while he Wandered among the groves of 
titrenc that fkirted the river, to inhale die refrefh- 
iog air, and congratulated hioifelf upon his reco^ 
very, his eyes were foddenly dazzled with the ap- 
parition of a female, fo ravifhiAgly beautiful, that 
he miftook her for one of the Houri, thofc immor- 
■tal daug^Qers'of delight, with whcnn the faithfu! 
Mfillems (blace thdhfelvcs in Paradife. Her eyes 
■fmt blact, large, and comely, lilce thofe of the 
wanton heifer that ctpps the yellow flowers in the 
enamelled meadows of Verak : her cheeks glowed 
with the crimTon dye of youthy more gorgeous 
■ ■ ■ B6 ihai^ 
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than the full bttni'ii refe dwt pcrfimm the garcTms: 
of DwuTcut : her teeth were white, and polifhect 
as the fccptrc of the khafiph, and nguiaily (et, 
like the tow* of cyjfitb that fiiade the bazars of 
Diarbekr : her nven trelTcs, that flowed adown 
hei flioalclcni, wereinterwoven with fpiigs of di»- 
moDds, \i4iidi fpatlcled like the ftars of heaven 
through the table curtain of the sight ; her neck. 
was Ihowy as the flouc of Ophra, elegancy 
turned, fbioottv and glofly. like the fwaiu that 
ride upon the waters of Diglut * : her bteafti weie 
feea to rife through a tfanTparent veilr like two 
marble cupolas in the flately mofque of Bir. tn 
a word, her Jbrm was exquifite^ and her fplendid 
appareLlb contrived as to exhibit every charm to thp 
greatefl advantage. She turned her eyesiipoa 
Omraht and her look was accompanied with fucb 
a iinile as captivated the fcnfe, and kindled in hi» 
heart a tranfpert of deSrs. When (he retired^ 
be followed her ftept to the putlieus of her habi- 
tation, which might be jaftly termed the Bower 
of Blift, fo lavifb^r was it adorned intb all the- 
beauties of nature and of art. Here be was- 
checked by reverential awsj afraid of intruding 
upon the privacy of fome voluptuous Genie, wbo- 
he fuppoledhad fixed her reiideace in this rachant- 
ir^ fpot. 

• Tbe firm Tigrit, lb called, 

WHiuk 
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While he flood hcficaiing between love 
and apprcbenflon, he was joined by an impetuous 
jouthi with ruddy locks and grey eyes, that 
glanced likt the pearis of Bafrah : his nole was 
aquiline, and his complexion Co florid, that his 
■ blood fecmed ready to burft the ve/Iels in which 
'it was contained. His breath was more Icorch- 
ing than die blaft cA\e6 famiel, that fmitcs the 
trareller even to the marrow j and his (kin fcft 
like the touch of the angel of fire : his robe was 
ftatncd with the juice of the grape, forbid to the 
followers of the Prophet : he fmelled like the 
'ramsof Khurdiftan i atid brandifhed a dagger, 
"that glittered like the /am /amah of the invincible 
Haroun al Rafchid. He approached Omrah with- 
out fpeaking, and, feizing his hand, conveyedhim 
with the fwiftneft of lightning to the bower of 
tiie beautiful nnlcnown. There he met with fuch 
reception as fuited his mi^ fanguine wifb : the 
enchantrefs flew to his embrace, and he took full 
poffeffionof her charms ; fo that for fome time hit 
fenfcs were drowned in extafy. 

BvT.alasI this tranfport was of fliort duration : 
next morning wakipg from his trance, he found 
himfelf ftretched among ftraw in a wretched Iblitary 
hut, abaitdoned by his Inamorata, and robbed of all 
bis pearls. He ftarted up with horror, and, rufhing 
into the Open air, perceived that all the gaiety of the 
landTcape 
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Lindlcapewas vanifhed. Calling hisej'ei around, he 
bchdd nothing but a dreary wafle of brakes ^nd 
bogs, roughened with rooie rugged rocics, among 
which he taw fome half-flarved goats and mon- 
kies, the emblems uf lewdncfs and obfcenity. At 
length in a dark corner of the cottage be difco- 
Ycred an old hag, lying extended on a mat, and 
groaning with all the agony of diltcmper. He ap- 
proached this miferabie obje^, not with ftanding 
an almofl intolerable ftench that annoyed his nol^ 
trils i but ihe was incapable of conveying the kaft 
.verbal informationt There was hardly any veT- 
tige of her nofc remaining : her teeth, her palate, 
and her throat, were half confumcd widi putrefy- 
ing fores. What he could not learn from her 
tongufi} he guellcd Groro her condition. Dread 
and abhorrence winged his flight from this infec- 
tious fccne. Smiting his breaft in a tranlpoit of 
oonfiernation and lemorfe, ** O AUah ! (cried he) 
is this the fruit of that virtuous educadon which 
I imbibed at Bir under the wings of my indul- 
gent parents J Are thefe the tSeSts.of the lage 
prece[rfs inculcated on my tender mind by the 
Tencrable Abulfaid, whofe wifdom difilifed a grate^ 
fill odour, like the gums and fpices of Yeman ? 
'Wretched Omrah 1 how have thy folly and mif- 
conduA difgraced thy family, and brought thee 
to fliame and perdition i Thou haft obeyed the 
iiBpuI& <£ the moft brutaluddaogeroiispaffioiisf 
Thou- 
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Thou haft rulhed into the arm» of vice^ and held 
guilty dalliance with inlamy and difeafe i Thou 
art ftripped of all thy wealth, derived fromitihe' 
ritance and induftry : thy morals are corrupted, 
and in thy flefb arc ibwn the Teeds of pain and pu- 
uHaftion 1 Die, miferable Omrah I for thou art 
unwonhy to live, or be numbered among the f<d- 
lowers of the Prophet." So faying, be pulled 
from his girdle a poignard which his evil fortune 
had fpared, and, calling upon the angel of the dead, 
would have buried it In his bofom, h>td not 
his hand been fuddenly arreted. Thus retrained, 
he turned about, and found himfelf withheld by 
an aged Dervifc, whole appearance infpired him 
with reverence and awe. His eyes were bright 
and piercing, like thofe of the eagle of Irak } but 
his looks were mild and benign : every feature 
breathed fenfibility 1 and the difpoHtion of the 
whole formed an amiable afpe^l of fweetnefs and 
compofure. Age had robbed his forehead of its 
honours j but his white beard defcended to his ■ 
middle. He was cloatbed in a drnpte garment of 
camel's hair ; his feet were defended by fandals of 
packthread ; and in his hand be held a rolkry, 
according to the cuffom of the Moflem devotees* 

Hatiho recited the apothegm of Allah Ack- 
bar, God is good, " Hold, my fon (laid he), nor 
meanly give way to the frantic difiates of defpairt 

Ktnember 



i:,<,,i,.-^i I,, Giltlglc 



i« E S S A Y II. 

remember iriutthouoweft to tbyklf, thy familj', 
thy country, and ihy rcliijion. Confider, the life 
which thou art rafbly going to throw away is 
not kt ihy dirpofal; it is a Qcred trud, for which 
thou ail accountable to the great Giver. He it 
is that placed thee in this fublunary ftate of prO> 
bation, to fulfil the wife purpofes of Providence } 
and fttalt thou revolt agalnfl his decrees, and, 
like a coward ora traitor, abandon ihy poll with- 
out permiffion ? WiJc thou rufli precipitately Into 
the prefence of the offended Allah F Wilt thou 
jitefume to mingle with Ihe pure fpirits of the (aidi- 
ful, ftained as thou muft be with the dreadful 
euilt of fuicide F Thy country demands that life 
which thou haft no right.to take away. In with- 
drawing tbyfelf from the land of the living, thou 
robbeft thy Prince of a fubjeft ; ihou robbefl the 
community of thofe talents which were beflowed 
upon thee for the ufe and benefit of thy feI!ow-ci- 
deens j and thou eniailell difgrace upon the family 
-which gave thee being. Wilt thou then plunge 
into eternityi with fuch complicated horrors on 
thy head ? Ah ) no. Let it not be faid, that the 
feed of a believing Mufliilman, trained up in the 
true kith of the ever-blefled Prophet, and admit- 
ted to ki& the lacred threlhold of the Caabah, 
jhould bring foith fuch bitter fniit of wickedneft 
wdwoe," 

Etert 
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■ Evert word which the fenior ipoke,' feemed 
to penetrate to the heart of Omnb i the 
poignard dropped from his hand i the a^taticm (^ 
bis mind fubitded ; his looks foftened into (he ex- 
preffion of penitential fprrow; and his cheelu 
were bedewed with the teats of contrition. He 
fell on bis Itneas before ^ reverend Dcrrife, and 
grafping his, hand, *' Father (cried he)> I fubmic 
to the irrefiflible force of your rcafon. You have 
taught me to acguiefce in the difpenlstians of Pro- 
vidence : pity an haplefs young man, far removed 
from the advice and afllftuice of his fiicudS} mif- 
fed by die paffions of youth, perfecuted by mif- 
fortune, and betrayed by iniquity. You have 
Uvtd me from the commi£on of a crime, the la- 
memVraoce of which iills me with horror. £z-> 
. tend youF charity flill &tther, and aid me witb 
your lalutary counfel, more precious tl»n ^e fta- 
grant gums of Hayaman j counfel flowing 6'om 
the (acred fprings oi itudy and experience." 

AFTEKthispreambIe,he recounted the di&fters 
.which had befallen him, and defcribcd rhe fnaresin^ 
which be had fallen. The Dervife, having liftemd 
.tohis tale with (he moll humane complacency, un- 
dertook the office of comforter, bade him be of 
^ood cheer, and thank heaven for the dangers he 
bad elcaped. He obferved, that advcrfity was the 
moH ufcful fchool of life: he demonftrued the 
inlig. 
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infignificance and fugitive nature of wealth : lie 
reminded him of his youth, vigour and qualifica- 
tions, and unfolded a variety of fair proTpefto for 
the exertion of his indu^ry and perfeverance ; he 

' protnifed to lecu^ his conllJtution by means of ah 
antidote> the juice of a certain herb which grows 
upon the mountains of Kurdo, lately difcovered by 
tile khaliph's phyfician Gabriel, the fon of Balch- 

■ tifou, an heretic of the fuperftition of the Jefidcs : 
finally, he invited him to his hermitage -in the 
neighbourhood, whither he was accompanied by 
the grateful Omrah. 

EriRT word that Bovni from the month of 
the Dcrvile was panted with wifilom, or finoolhed 
with humanity. His converfation Rdk iniper- 

iceptibly into the heart of Omrah, and his de- 
meanour infpired him with reverence and affec- 
tion. He wa» commodioufly lodged in the her- 
mitage, and treated with parental care, unde- 
bauched by vitious tcndcrnefs > for he found him- 
fclf rrilrifled tb the food of temperance and fruga- 
lity, while his hoft admintftercd to him the pro- 
mifed antidote, which in a little time deflroyed the 

; feeds of that poifon which had begun to germinate 
in bis conflitution. it was a much more difficult 
talk to purify his mind, and eradicate thofe bad ha- 

' bits vrtiicfa youth and paffion had engendered : thia, 
however, the Dcryifc did not decline, as he per- 
ceived 
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^ived in his pupil z remarkable fenfibility of 
heart, together with an uncommon acutcneb and 
du^iHty of underftanding. His vanity and prid* 
were already mortified by the difaflers he had un- 
dergone : but that mortification was the tScSt of 
di&ppointment ; and thoTe paffions would, in all 
probability, have revived in proportion as the 
kafe of calamity abated, if the Dervile had not 
ukea a more ef}«£lual method to fubdue them 
with the arms of rcafon and philofophy. He made 
a fair cftimace of all the young man's aceomplilh- 
ments, balanced them with hit dcfrAs, and 
ihcwed how die latter &ale preponderated. He 
proved, that, in point of pcrTonal qualification, 
he was equalled, if not excelled, by many of his 
cotemporaries : that he was rivalled in beauty by 
the physician Gabriel, the fon of Bakhbfou : that 
he could not throw the javelin like Mufa Ebn Ila^ 
the pracfe<£l of Egypt ; nor manage the ftced like 
Mollema Ebn Yahya, who had been trained up 
with the khali{^ } nor run the tilt like Amru Ebn 
Mahran, who won the prize in the famous tourna- 
ment held at Gestrah, built on an Ifland of Diglut. 
He obferved, that Omrah could not be more loyal 
than Yahya Ebn Khalid Ebn Barama^kj nor 
more liberal than his Iba Giafar, the tirft favourite 
of the empire, on whom the khaliph beftowed his 
QWa lifter la aiarria^ ; nor more brave than this 
6vouritc'^ 
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favourite's brother, F^dl, who exLinguilhed the 
lebcUion of Yahya Lbn Abdullah. Such wen 
the qualities of the celebrated houfc of Baramack. 
He convinced him, that in point of genius uid 
knowledge, he could not be compared to manjr of 
the khaliph's Qaves : that in poetry he was infi- 
nitely furpafled by Abounaovas, who compofed 
the famous flanza upon the veife fcnt by one of 
the Queen's damfels to Haroun al Rafchid : that 
in piety he fell far Ihort of Ebn Adhem, who, ina 
yifi(m, faw the angel writing his name among 
tbofe who finccrety loved their Creator : that in 
medicine be was ignorant, in comparifon of the 
Chrittian Gabriel and the Indian Mangheb; 
which lafl: was faid to have the hand of Mofes and 
the breath of MdBah : that in metaphyilcs he 
was eclipfed by Aboufaid Afami, who wrote the 
iamoui treatife on the fublioie doi^rines of the 
fou), intituled, Fahouat-u al naderat ; and that he 
was a child in philofbphyand jurifprudence, when 
compared to Morabek and Bahaloul. Finally,' 
he reminded our youth of the diflrefsful circum- 
Aaiices to which he was reduced by the lofs of his 
turban, and the treachery of her widi whom he 
had held vicious dalliance. 

By thefe and other fuch wife remonArances, the 
dirpofitionofOmrah wag entirely changed. He be- 
gan to look upon himfelf with that contempt and dif. 
fidence. 
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fidence, which lay the foundal'ioDS of wiiSom. His 
heart^hich pride bad hardened, was now melted by 
humanity, and overflowed with all the tendcmcfo 
of benevolence ; all the vjln prt^cds oi his early 
youth vaniflied, like the phantoms of a morning 
dream : he obtained an abfolute victory over his 
moft unruly paffions.; and now retained no am* 
bition but that of diHinguifhing bimfelf among 
his fellow- creatures by his fupcrior fagacity and 
virtue. In thefe fentiments, he Uftencd with the 
tnoft eager attention to die inftrufiions of riie Der- 
vife, who was not only confummate maftcr of all 
the phitoTophy and learning of the Eaft, but like- 
iMfe flailed in die policy of narions, the cufioms 
and manners of mankind, and intimately ac- 
quainted with all die brings dut move the human 
mind. His knoiriedge was fo univerial, and his 
virtue fo fublime, that Omrah bch'eved him a fu- 
pematural being, and could hardly refrain from 
worlhip and adontioii. He did not fail, however, 
to make advanUgc of the precious momenti iriiicfa 
the opportuni^ o&red. He carefully treaJUred 
up .the lellbos of his tutOTj and, is one annual 
revolution of the fun, his mind was fo well ftored 
with wifdom and erudition, that die Dervife pro- 
nounced bim qualified as a profefibr in the famous 
cirilege at Madralah al Moftan Seriah, which the 
UuUph had lately eftablilhed in the city of Bagh- 
dad. 
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iad. Nevertbekrs, Omnh was not yet Etdsfiei 
with the proficiency he had made, and refolved to 
pafii another year in the profecution of his ftudies, 
within the bofom of this channing retreat, when 
bis refolutlon was fruftrated by an unexpcdxd 
event. From die aga of the caravan of Bir, which 
pailed near the fkins of the hermitage, be learned 
that the venerable AbuUaid had paid bis debt to 
nature: and that his mother, the virtuous Kadiiha, ' 
mourned, without cealing, the death of hcrhu£> 
band, and the ablence of her fan, of whom Ibe 
bad heard no tidings fince his de^rture. 

Omrah's filial tendemefs was waked by this 
intelligence. Having p:i!d the tribute of tears to 
^e memory of his father, he confulted the Dervife 
with refpcd to bis future conduct, and was .ex- 
horted to return to Bit, and fettle the afiairs of 
hit family. Being enriched with other lalutary 
advice, he took leave of his kind preceptor, joined 
the caravan, arrived at Bir, comftfftedhis modier, 
and found. himfelf heir to a conUdcrahle fortune. 
Mindful of the Dcrvife's injunfiions, he converted 
his cftate into jewels, andfet out the neareft road . 
for. Baghdad, derermined to devote his talents to . 
the fervicc of bis country. He agaio departed 
with the caravan for MoufTul, which was chiefly 
loaded with dyed goot-fluns, lineo and cotton t 
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and on the plains of Orfii lud an opportuiitjr of 
figiuUzing his valpiic in an en^agetnont with a 
body of ,Curdesa9<l'Taitar$, whoatt^ked theef* 
corte, and were touted af^r a imn aAioHi ia 
which Omrah ilcw with his own hand one of the. 
fierccfl: Scbeicks of the eaemy. They paiTed orcr 
the verdant hills of Hojafor, covered with flieep^ 
and through the vales of Murdin> Shaded with 
die date, the lig, and the pomegranate : then mak- 
ing a circuit round the mountains of Balad, they 
vtlited the ancient city of Nifibin, watered by the 
delightful ftream of Hennas. Having crollcd the 
ftataly bridge itf Nifibin, they for five days tra- 
vellvd throu^.the parched and defart country of 
Sinjar, before they reached the fpacious city of 
Moullill, feated on die plsalant banks of the 
Diglut. 

Even the delicious tnelaaa. which this territory 
affi>rdSj and the curioflcies ,witb which the place 
abounds, co^ild not, in the, opinion of Onuab, 
make atonement for the exceiEve heat that reigns 
here in die fummer : he therefore quitted it with . 
. the flrft opportunity, and profccutii^ his jovney^ 
by. the way of Karkak, arrived ialatcAy at^he Itn-. 
penal city of Baghdad, the centre pf tpneftriaL, 
]>anidi(f, and the pesrl of huipan grcatnob. 

It was in the night al Kadr, dettominacedoF- 
dirimd^cnc* indwmootiiRwmdani thatOm-- 
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rah entered the weftcrn aty, called Kafr, and was 
ftruckdumb with sftonilhment and admiration at 
fight of the Dar al Kluli.a, or palace of the itn- 
mortal Haroun al Rafchid, who Tat inihroncd 
above the Princes of the nations, in a blaze of 
Iplendor' that dazzled the eyes, and confounded 
tt)epridc> of all beholders. 

Omrah -proftrated hlm&If io a tranfport of 
wonder and delight^ and found himfelf irrefiftibly 
attraded by an eager defire to be received among 
the fcrvants of the invincible tcbaliph. He jpenc 
the &r& days after his arrival in furveying the 
mofques, the bazars, the palaces, gjaidens, and 
canals of this magnificent, city : then he confulted 
, the khaliph's jeweller, to whom he bad been re* 
commended by one of his kinfmcn at Bir* 

Xnrs peribnt wh<d^natne was Ali E^n Azrab, 
conducted him to a field on the iartherlide of the 
Diglut ; where he perceived, on the fummit (^ a ' 
very high . mountain, fcemingly inacceJSble, l 
temple that (bone like -adamant. ** Behold, faid 
All,' the hill of Akoba, and Cqfik of DijUtiaionj 
which'every man muft reach before he can obtain * 
the fcv6ur of the khaliph. The" attempt is at- ■ 
tended with imminent danger ; and incredible b" 
b«ur, as well as fkill* muft be exerted by him who 
dimbi die precijHC^ trcadi tbe burniog landsr 
pafiM 
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pa(^ through the atmoft impenetrable brike, and 
dircomfits the formidable guards that hover abouc 
the Ikirts of the fortreft." 

The peril and difficultieg annexed to thi'i enter- 
prize, fcrved only to inflame the ambition of Om- 
rah, who would have begun the afcent without 
helitatton, had he not been alTured by All, that 
each adventurer was permitted to chufe two guides 
from a muldtude of perfonages who conllancljr 
plied at the foot c^ the hill, on purpole to be em- 
ployed. Of thefe he feleifled the firft that engaged 
bis attention. This was a florid youth, with an 
infinuating look and ever-dimpling fmile, that 
played upon hia vifage tike the circling eddies 
that fpoitive whirl upon the traafparent ftream 'of 
Belikab. He was all, {Iraight, and vigorous ; 
ftrong as the Camel of Halab, and nimble as 
al Jerbua of the defert. His robe was covered with 
the mod luxuriant deCgns of embroidery : in his 
left hand he held a vial, cafed in flligrane of goldj 
and in his right a pidure of the caftlc, drawn 
with fuch cxquifite art as to fafcinate the eyes of 
the fpcftator. This henofooncr prefented tothc 
view of Omrah, than our youth was feized with 
an cxufyof impatience toatchieve the adventure ; 
for the painter had not only reprefented all the 
beauties and elegancies of the temple with the moft 
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flattering exaggeration, but alfo exhibited Ha- 
zima, the caliph's treafurer, fitting on a throne 
before the portal, diftributing, with a liberal hand, 
preferment, honours, and rewards, to the happy 
few who reached the area of the caftle. The 
other guide whom Omrah chofe, formed a re- 
markable contraft with the former. He feemed 
to be turned of fifty, thick, fquat, and broad< 
Ihouldered ; cloathed in a plain garment, girded 
about his loins with ropes called ^^/^, ufed by th« 
porters of Baghdad. His features were contraSed 
not fo much by age as by a continued feverity of 
attention ; and his eyes gleamed from under his 
wrinkled forehead, like two unpolifhed carbuncles 
Ihining through the rugged clilfs of Araban. He 
examined our youth with the moiV minute and cu- 
rious furvey ; then buckled on his head a helmet 
of cork, and taking in his hand a long pole, with 
an iron hook at one end, walked with a lirm and 
deliberate pace behind Omrah, who eagerly fol- 
lowed the footfteps of his youthful conductor. He 
was already almoft fainting with fatigue when be 
had furmounted one precipice, and faw another 
above him much more high, and almo(l perpen- 
dicular. His heart began to fei] at this profpei^ 
when die junior held up the pi£lurc before his eyes, 
and at the lame time prefented the vial, exhorting 
him to fwallow a mouthful of ibat incomparable 
cordial. 
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cordial. He complicil with this advice, and found 
it more delicious than the fherbetof Ophra, com- 
pounded for the haram of the Ichaiif^. His fpirits 
were not only inltantaneoufly refrelhed, but his 
heart was Inrpired with fuch confidence as be had , 
never felt before, and his looks were lighted up 
with a tranfport of courage and ambition. The 
triumvirate now ftood upon the proje<£lion of a 
rock about fix feet fquare ; and the younger of his 
guides, having pocketed his pjfture^uid vial, began 
to climb the fteep rock, which in fomc meafure 
over-hung this refting-place. He had already 
fixed his right hand on the brink of the fummi^ 
when the fenior fuddenly feizing Omrah, threw 
him fiat on the ground in an inftant, and, extend- 
ing himfclf upon his body, prefled him to the rock 
with irrefiftible force. 

Our adventurer had not time to expoftulate on 
tills fecming outrage. The firft objefl he per- 
ceived was his youthful condu£tor tumbling down 
from the fummit, in fucb a direction, that, if the 
fenior had not committed this violence, hemuft 
have ftruck him in his fall, and dafted him In 
pieces among the rocks which they had alreadyaf- 
c ended. 

The part ofihc fummit on which the guide had 

laid hold was a loofe fragment, that feparatcd from 
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the rock, and pitched upon the helmet of the et- 
der guide, from whence it rebounded harmleb, 
and fell ;it a conliderable diftance from the foot of 
the precipice. 

Omrah, in themidft of his acknowledgments 
to his fage prcferver, could not help lamenting the 
lofs of his other attendant, when the old man bade 
him cad his eyes below, where he faw him limp- 
ing olF the field, in all appearance very little da- 
-maged by his fall, though he did not attempt to 
rc-alcend the rock to the aififlance of his pupil. 

The remaining guide, having obferved the pre- 
cipice above with great attention, unbound his 
ypes J one end of which he tied round the middle 
ol Omrah, keeping die other faft about his own 
bodj' ; then fixing the hook of his pole upon the 
trunk of a wild aO), which grew from a cleft in 
the rock, he drew himfelf up, and afterwards, by 
means of the rope, dragged Omrah into the. fame 
hollow. This operation being repeated, they 
both reached the fummit in fafety -, and our adven- 
turer looked back upon the dangers he had under- 
gone wiih a mingled tranfport of joy and horror, 
Nor wab the profpeit before him much more com- 
fortable. He found himfelf obliged to pa& ovei a 
long tra£t of loofe burning land, like that of the 
defert of Barkha j at the farther end of which he 
perceived 
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perceived a thick and feemingly impalTablc brake 
of thorns, briars, and brambles; but he faw nei- 
ther grove nor caravanfera for refrelhment or rc- 
pofe, nor ihelcaftiign of water to quench hjsthirf}, 
which was already become almoft intckrable. }ic 
would now have dcfifted from his puifuit^ but 
there was an impofllbility of retreating, and his 
guide toldhim, that hisfafetyandfuccefs depended 
entirely upon his perieverance. He refolved, 
thercfare, to redouble all his elTorts ; and his coiil- 
paiiion accommodating him with an occafional 
umbrella madeof ihepalmetto-Ieafjfixedto ihe enJ 
of his pole, be proceeded through ihe Llaikd plain 
with aftonithiiig vigour : but whtn at Icpivth be 
spprodched the brake, weary, f»int, and exhaufl- 
ed ; when he faw how thick the thoriu were let, 
and how the briars and brambles were entangled 
together ] when he viewed ^e numerous and 
dreadful adverfaries whom he had to encounter, 
on the fpace between this boundary and the draw- 
bridge J he was abandoned by his conflancy and 
courage ; his heart died within him ; and he de- 
clared he would lie down and perifh among the 
fcorching fand, rather than encounter fucb infur- 
tnountablu toils, or engage with fuch an hsft of 
terrors. His attendant,, feeing him overwhelmed 
wilh defpair, fought not to animate him to new en- 
deavours. His province was not to Simulate and 
C 3 encourage* 
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encouragr, but to forefee djng;r and prevent ac- 
cident. He lifted the youth upon his back^ with 
as mucli eafe as if he hud been a child new born ; 
and carrying him to the left, about the length of 
oneparafang, arrived at the brink of a rapid fiream, " 
which Omrah beheld with a traiifport of joy; but 
this was inflantly damped, when he heard his con- 
ductor exclaim, " Thefe be the waters of Difap- 
*' pointmcnt, too bittur to regale thy paljte i 
" though, perhaps they may ferve to extinguilh 
" thy ambition." So faying, he dafped the youth 
in his arm;, and plunged into the torrent, which 
was equally deep and impetuous. 

The force with which Omrah was precipitated 
from the bank of the river, funk ihem both to the 
bottom, where the fenior difappearcd, after having* 
by a kind of magical conveyance, fixed the he]* 
jnet«f cork upon ihc head of his pupil. Thus 
buoyed, the youth Toon rofe to the furface, when 
he found himfelf dafhed to and fro among various 
rocks and contending currents ; and in fpite of all 
his endeavours to the contrary, was obliged to 
fwallow large draughts of the water, which vras 
ten times more unpalatable than the alhcs of the 
kali) or the fait of Ammon, cryflallized from 
the urine of Hegen among the fcorching land of 
the defart. All his efforts to reach the fliOTe would 
hAVe 
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have been ineiFei£lual, had h; not been accommo- 
dated with the helmet, which not only dcfenJcd 
his head from violence, but rendered hisbody fjic- 
cificaily lighter than the fluid in which he floaitd. 
When his ftrengih failed, he recoiini ended his 
foul to Allah and the prophet, and teJigned hiin- 
-'lelfto the violence of the Itreatn, viliich tilling 
liim over a cafcade, loft all its fury in a fprcading 
pool below. Here he recollected his thought^■, 
and by a fmali exertion of his ftrcnj^th and fltill in 
fwimming, arrived at the dry hnd. Nevej^ihehls 
he was fu much exhaulled by ihe fatigue and ter- 
ror be had undergone, that he fwooned upon th9 
bank I and vrhen he recovered the ufe of his fenfes, 
found himfelf in a very dangerous fituation. H« 
was furrounded by a body of armed Curdcs on 
horfeback. A lance vras held to his throat by a. 
female warrior, who ftood over him in the atti- 
tude of llriking, holding in her left hand his fcarf 
and fcymetar, which Ihe had unbound from his 
fide ; and one of her attendants had taken polT^if- ■ 
fion of his helmet. 

When bs looked up and faw this Amazon, he 
thought it was a vilion of the brain, with which 
he relolved to regale his fancy, ^nthe crown of 
her head arofe the Botta, adorned with jewels like 
tltf tiara of Irak ; and her long black hair, tied 
C 4 together 
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together with a filken fillc^ flowed down in m- 
tura] ringlets to the middle of her back, £ouing 
and flufluatjiig on the wanton wind. Her (boul- 
der was graced with an cmbofTed quiver, plenti- 
fully fupplicd with arrows ; and on the fame fide 
WiiS flung a bow tipped with ivory, and fludded 
wiih precious Hones. Her upper garment was"^ 
faced with erniin, wide, (hort, and open, difplay- 
ing the under floie of rich Perfian, bound about 
her middle with a fcarf of Damafcus, but parting 
at the knee fo as to difclofc her delicate limbs cafed 
in embroidered bullcins. Pier face was beautifiil 
as the idea that tiueMullcms have of theCarubun 
Slid Sajedub, angels that adore the Moll High in 
the feventh heaven; and her eyes lightened lilte 
the precious Aone of Hafala, which the prophet 
law in the vifion Borak. Though her poflure wa> 
menacing, her looks were benign ; and through 
the refentment that glowed on her vifage^ there 
flione fuch an emanation of fofinefs and compla- 
ceney, that the firft emotion of Omrah was not 
/ear, but admiration and love. " Haplefs wretch i 
(cried £he in a tone fweet as the murmurs of al 
Cawthur, the fountains that wiibte as they flow 
from under the tree Sedrut) recommend thylelf to 
the faithful of God, the angel of death that pre^ 
fides over feventy thouiand, who is now ready to 
blot thy detefted name from the book of life.— 
Thou 
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Thou haft flain the young prince of the Curdcs, 
my betrothed lord ; thefe be the trophies of thy 
cruel viaory. This fcarf I wove with my own 
fingers, fitting in my bower, by oncof the fprings 
of Amada on the mountain." "Fair princefs 
(replied the youth), cruelty and injuftice cannot 
lurk under fuch an afpeft of innocence and huma- 
nity. My heart is more endangered by the fiiifts 
of your beauty, than by the point of your lance. 
The fcarf you have recognized was fairly won in 
battle, from a perfon who attacked me without, 
provocation. Neverthelefs, if it has been my 
misfortune unwillingly to incur the difpleafurc of 
fuch perfeflion, execute your threats. I will 
gladly die by your avenging hand ; but I cannot 
live the object of your refentmcnt." 

At thefe words her cheeks were ovcrfpread with 
a deep fuffufion ; fhe withdrew her lance, faying, 
" I will not ftain myfelf with thy blood ; thou 
(halt be referved for the juftice of my fovereign, 
whole camp is pitched in the reccfs of a deep val- 
ley to the northward of yonder Ihaggy mountain." 
He was accordingly fettered by hsr retinue, and 
mounted behind one of the horfemen, with whom, 
file forthwith fet out on her return from the excur- 
fion fhe had made. They were benighted in a 
thick wood, where they pitched occalional tents, 
C 5 jq 
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in one of which Omrah was fecured under a &roag 
guard. At midnight, while he ruminated on his 
hard fate, his lovely enllaver on a fudden flood 
before him, her eyes ftreaming with tears. 
" Stranger (cried fhe), this is no time for diflem- 
bling i thou haft made an impreflionon my hcarti 
Farfrom dragging thee before the footrtool of Am- 
ru, who would devote thee to indant death for the 
murder of his Ton, I will inflantly fet thee tree* 
and am almoft tempted lo follow thy fortune. 
Here, take thy fcymetar, and wear the fcarf for 
my falce ! Thou art more worthy than its former 
poflcffor, the moft brutal of all the Scheicks in 
Curdiftan. Two horfemen, whom I have fetcfled 
for the purpofe, wait without to conduit thee be- 
yond the fartheft extent of our hollile inroads upon 
Yeman. A rife without delay, and profit by this 
pccclous opportunity ; which if once loft, will 
never be retrieved." Omrah's whole foul was 
diflblved in tendernefsbythisunexpeaed adddrefs. 
Hcproftrated himfelf before her, and declared in 
the moil paflionate ftrain, that he fiiould have 
more joy in dying at her feet, than in tatting the 
greateft favours that fortune could bcftow with- 
out her prefence and participation. *• You muft 
not die ((he haftily exclaimed): fuch an event 
would prove fatal to her whom you pretend to 
love. Knowj that although I live among thefc 
barbarous 
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barbaious tribes, I am not by birth a Curde : re- 
commend me to thy Prophet, whom 1 alfo adore : 
away, and remember the unfortunate Fatima." So 
faying, fliemadea lignal, inconfequence of which 
the two horlemen entered the tent, feized our 
youth by the arms, and conveying him to the 
door, lifted him up on a beaudful liecd gailycapj- 
rilbncd. They mounted cheir hqrres at the fame 
timt^, and one of them talcing hold of the reins of 
bis bridle, they proceeded in Hlence, the heart of 
Omrab being overwhelmed with grief,, anxiety, 
and confufion. 

After baving traverf-'d fsveral thickets, 
marfbes, and mountains, they found them- 
felvcs in the morning on the Ikirts of an cx- 
tcnfive plain ; when one of the two cunductors 
quitting the bridle of Omrah's horfe, poinred with 
his finger to the Eaft j and the youth, calling his 
eyes that way, difcerned the lowers and minarets 
of Baghdad : then the Curdes, laying the finger 
to iheiip^asari^nalcocnjoinfilence, turned about 
their horfes, and rode ofi" at full fpeed, leaving the 
foil of Abulfaid to profecutc his reflections on the 
tlrange piciUitudes of his fortune. It was not with- 
out the utmoft perplexity that iie revolved avariety 
of thoughts, in which the amiable Fatima flill 
maintained the aficcndancy (he had (o farprttingly 
C 6 acquired.^ 
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acquired. Her beauteous image was ftill prefcnt 
to hb iancy, and her laft words ftill founded in lua 
ears : " Remember the unfortunate Fatima 1" 
Sometimes he was tempted to return and regale 
himfclf with another fight of hcr> though at the 
certain expence of his life. Sometimes he was 
ftred with' the hope of giving fuch information to 
the khaliph, as would induce him to fend a body 
of troops to intercept the Curdes in their rebeat : 
the firft, upon recolleftion, appeared to be a fcheme 
fiiggefted by madnefs; the other he foreiaw would 
be imprafticablc. At length he rcTolred to retire 
from the hurry of courts and cities, and cultivate 
the virtues of private life in fome quiet retreat. 
The very fpot over which he now travelled, fecmed 
icmarkably adapted by nature for the Icene of his 
retirement. It was a delightful plain, waved into 
a number of agreeable f»'elts, tufted with groves, 
and watered with tranfparent (Ireamlcts. Beiides, 
it could not be far diftant from the rccefs haunted 
by the Curdes, among whom his Fatima reiided ; 
and be was flattered with the hope of one day re- 
viewing the idol of his foul. -StimuUted by thefe 
confiderations, he withdrew bis efieds from the 
hands of the jeweller Ali £bn Azrah ; agreed 
with the Emir of the province about the purcbafe 
of the land upon which he had piiched for a fettle- 
ment j reared up an houfc with furprillng expedition ; 
flocked 
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ftockci) hU ground with cattle of all forts i bougitt 
a number of flares, and parcelled out the ground 
into corn fields, pallures, and pUntations. Pro- 
vidence crowned his endeavours with fuccefi. Yel- 
low harvells waved on every fide : his floclcs and 
herds multiplied with amazing increafe : hia gar- 
dens and orchards glowed with the mofl delicious 
fruits ; die citron, the melon, the pomegranate, 
the peach, and the nedarine. His fleeces rivalled 
the finefl wool of Curdillan : and, even before 
the firft yezT of his rufticity was elapfed, he lent 
a large quantity of raw filks and camels hair Co the 
bazars of Baghdad. His extenUve oeconomy re- 
quired a great many hands, and fed a conHderable 
number of dependants : his herdlmen, peafancs, 
and Haves, partook and rejoiced in his good for- 
tune. All his fellow-creatures were welcome to 
his advice and affidance ; and his hand was ever 
ready to relieve the necefBtous. In a word, his 
name was diflufed lilce a babsean odour, and every 
hill and valley rcfounded with ftratns that were 
poured forth in praife of Omrah, whom they com- 
pared to die patriarch Al Ma'mur^ father of the 
&ithful. 

In the midft of all thefe enjoyments, which 

mull have been exquifitely felt by a perfon 

of Omrah's generous dlfpofition, he ftiU retained 

the 
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the idea of the fair Fatima, though it no longer 
excited painful fcnfations, but rather a tender re- 
membrance, which he cheriHicd with a kind of 
Hielancholy Tel f- indulgence. Two years hadhap- 
pily rolled over his head in this pacific Aaie of ru- 
ral fequeft ration, when one evening, Handing in 
his porch to enjoy the cooling breeze, he lifted up 
hi» eyes, and beheld his friend the Dervife ad- 
vancing towards his habitation. He ran forth to 
meet his worthy preceptor^ and, falling on his 
neck, wept aloud in a tranfport of joy. Then 
he led him by the hand into bis Divan, and wel- 
comed his arrival with (tich overSowlng of grati- 
tude, as might be expected from the benevolent 
heart of Omrah. When the lage had refreflied 
and repofed himfelf, bis kind holt recounted all 
the particulars of his fate fince their lall parting, 
explained the nature of bis prefent fituation^and 
concluded by declaring himfelf the h^ieft of 



The Dervife attentively liflened tobtsdiK:ourrei 
but did not feem to enter into his raptures. On 
the contrary, aiTuming a feverity of afpeft, " Such, 
(faid he) are the avocations allotted for tliofe whom 
nature hath formed with moderate intellc^s, to 
move within the Ibade of life } but her extraordi- 
nary talents are bellowed for other purpofes of 
a highei 
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a higher order j to improve the neccflary aits, de- 
vife laws, extend commerce, condu^ armies, af- 
fifl in moving the machine of government, and 
contrive patriot plans for the benefit of fociety. 
Believe me, fon, this retreat is criminal ; Provi- 
dence hath defigned you for the fervice of the pub- 
lic. I blufh to thick you have been fo ealily dtf- 
couraged from the honourable purfuit in which 
you was engaged. You mufl forthwith quit this 
favourite privacy, and reliiiquifli thcfe picafures, 
which ferve only to enervate_ the faculties of the 
foul. To-morrow I will lead you bacic to the 
hill of Akaba, which you (ball afcend by an ave- 
nue oppofite to that which you have attempted Jn 
vain } and, before we part, you fhall be fuppllcd 
with fuch armour as will enfure fuccefs." Thefe 
words ai^ed like a charm upon the heart of Om- 
rah, in which all the ideas of ambition revived. He 
dellred he might be led forthwith to the trial j and 
the Dervife, unwilling to baulk his incliiia:ion, fet 
out with him upon bia journey by moon-light. 

The fun had not yet gilded the hemifphere, when 
they arrived at the foot of the mountain. The 
afccnt, though ftecp, was not of ilfelf very dan- 
gerous : the callle appeared di[tin<^ to the eye ; 
and a great number of individuals were feen 
climbing tow^ds it with the utmolt eagernefs and 
"induftiy : 
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induflry : but every minute was fatal to one or 
other of thefe adventurers, who were oppofed 
and attacked by irregular bands of formidable ruf- 
fians, that overfpread the greater part of the hill 
from top to bottom, having nothing elfe in view 
but the ruin of thofe they encountered. As often 
as their weapons toolc efieii, the unhappy fuflerec 
loll his footing, and rolled down with incredible 
velocity into a dark and difmal gulph below, in 
which he funk never to rife again. In order to 
defend Omrah from the aflault of (hcfe hideous 
freebooters, the Dervife cafedhim in a coat of mail 
fo exquifitely tempered, that neither lance nor ar- 
row, fcymetar nor mace, could make the lead im- 
prelEon upon its furtace. At the fame time he 
armed him with a two-edged fwon), fo Ibarp and 
fbiping, that no mortal fub(lance could refifi its 
edge, and no eye endure its fplendour. 

Thug armed, he embraced his counlellor, and 
fprang forwards with a look of confidence and 
alacrity. The (irft infult he received was from 
his former fellow-travellers, the tall changeling 
and his tame tutor, whQ now occupied the lower 
part of the declivity. They exhibited no figns rf 
recognition at fight of their old acquaintance, but 
ran towards him with hoflile intent. The tutor 
ilriking at him with his fcymeCai mifled his aim) 
and 
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unci die weapm detcended upon his own toe, which 
it fevered from the joint. The junior brandiflicd 
his pole to as little purpofe ; for it fwung harmlefs 
over the head of Omrah, who neveitheiefs found 
himfelf not a little difconcertcd by the found of the 
curied rattle, which had once been to him to pro- 
ductive of mifcbief and misfortune. 

Hating fafely palled thefe allbciates, he was next 
encountered by aiigure of a hideous afpcflf meagre, 
wan, and yellow ; with a fquinting blood fhot eye, 
and deep indented frown, betokening a gloomy mix- 
ture of doubt, anxiety, and rage but ill fuppref' 
fed. His left htnd held a halter, and his light was 
laid upon the pommel of his fword, white he ad- 
vanced in a menacing pofiure, attended by an al^ 
faOin with a dagger and darlc lanthorn, and a ma- 
niac in hisparoxyfm of frenzy, clanking bis chains, 
and gnafhing his teeth. Their appearance was 
very dreadful ; but their threats they did not en- 
deavour to execute. The foremoft of the three 
flopped fhort at a fmatl diftance fromOmrah ; and 
waving with his hand to rcllrain his followers, 
contented himfelf with eyeing the youth earncflly 
as he paflcd. 

The third groupe was headed by an old 

boary hag, naked to the middle; her fkin was 

tawny, loofe, and wrinkled ; her cbeek-bone» 

projected 
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projefted outwards, andhelpcd to form an hollow 
pit for her eyes, which were fcarce vifible ; her 
mouth,extended from ear to ear, was furnifhed with 
teeih as fharp as needles j and thefe ihe always dif- 
clofed like a dog that fnarls. Her fcatding tears 
had fiettcd deep channels on her face, which was 
a lively exprei£on of rancour and anguifh. Her 
bloated dugs, that hung down to her waHl-, were 
fore and cankered ; yielding, ijiftead of milk, a 
conltant diHillacion of poifon, which tortured her 
fo fcverely, that fhe fhrieked aloud at every drop 
that fell from the nipple. Th's wascarefully col- 
le^ed by Tome of ber attendants in two earthen 
cups, in which they dipped the arrows they {hot at 
her command. In hei' hands fhe held two living 
fnakes, that twined round her arms, and leemed 
to exalperate her torments with the moll hideous 
hiffing. Her troop confifled of a motley crew, as 
dijferent in their garb as various in their occupa- 
tions. One tainted the air by difftifmg his enve- 
nomed breath in whifpers, fliaking thebead, fhrug- 
ging the fhoulders, pointing with the finger, and 
praftifing a thoufand antic gefticulations. An- 
other with inflated cheeks, and hoarfe difcordant 
voice, poured forth a torrent of obloquy, ajid from 
a ba&et flung before himi pelted our youth with 
balls of filth and ordure. A third rufhed forward 
tntiicgaib of a juggler, with a grinning maHc 
upon 
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upon his face, an oUricb leather in his right hand, 
and in his left a pair of afTcs ears, which he en- 
deavoured to fix upon the head of Omrah. He 
fcenied to have no language of his own; but coun- 
terfeited a vaft variety of founds peculiar to dif- 
ferent animals. He mewed liite ac^t, roared Illce 
a lion, lowed like a camel, and howled like a dog : 
but he performed no part fo naturally, as that of 
braying like an afs. He laughed and whimpered, 
fcolded and fung, danced tike a Marabout, and 
halted like a cripple. He praftifed a thouland lu- 
dicrous poftures, and attempted to tickle the throat 
of Omrah with his feather : but the youth, with 
his fword in the fcabbard, kept him flill at a dif> 
tancc. He had much more to apprehend from the 
archers of this infernal band, who ftood behind 
their kllovis, and plied him with their poifoned ai- 
j-ows from every <}uarter. Nothing could havA 
laved him from the points of thefe miflilcs, but the 
mail be had received from the Dervife, in coiife- 
quencc of which he perfevered in his afcenU 

The laft antagonill chat took the field againll him, 
appeared in the habit of an Iman, huge in flature, 
grave, fleck, and folemn ; with a fixed unmean- 
ing eye, and an air of fupercilious contempt. A 
large owl perched on each ihouldeF-j and ho ' 
grafpedwith both hands a.leaden mace, which ho 

' raifed 
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raifed againll our adventurer, while the two birdf 
of Athens flapped chcir wings, and fcrecched with 
horrid utterance. Omrah was difcompofed atilght 
of tills gigantic adverfary ftalking towards him 
with uplifted arm^ and deliberated with himrelf 
whether he (hould remain on the defenlive, or pre* 
pare for battle. He had not )'ct determined, when 
bis enemy directing a blow with all his force, the 
youth nimbly Hipped afide, and the momentum of 
the Urokc brought the unwieldy Iman to the 
ground. The hill being fteep in this place, he 
f-olled down ten paces, until he was Hopped by a 
kind of natural terrace ; where he lay in a dif- 
graceful attitude, wiih his poflcriors cxpofed to 
the derillon of all pafiengers. 

Omrah had now pafled unhurt through aD 
konilities, and afcended to the fummit t^ the hill, 
when be perceived the cafile furroundcd with a 
wall of ice, the cold emanations of which began 
to pierce him to the marrow, Cafting his eyes 
around, he behdd the ground flrewed with the 
bodies of thofe, w^o, after having furmounted all 
the other dangers and difficulties of the hill, had 
been frozen by the influence of (his icy moundj 
and, in order to avoid the fame fote, he haftened 
to his laft refource. He already began to fcel his 
blood creeping flow ; and his teeth chattered in 
his 
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his head, before he could unfheath the enchanted 
fwoid of Merit: but this nofooner gleamed upon 
die battlements than they malted lilu fnow be- 
neath the noon-day fun ; and he entered m tri- 
umph trough the breach it had made. 

Within the court he beheld Hazima on his 
Arone ; and the luftre of the fword having Ba(h- 
ed in the eyes of tiiat miniftcr, he beckoned Om- 
rah towards him with a gracious fmile. " Son 
(faid he), you hare glorioufl? paOed your proba- 
tion : and now it is my duty to reward your vir- 
tue," So faying, he feated him at his right hand ; 
and the place of his chief lecreCary being vacant^ 
be was forthwith inveHed with that office. Next 
day, Hazima prefentcd him to the khaliph ; and, 
in a feiT months, he infinuaCed hiinfelf into the 
hvQut of that mighty emperor. 

Fortune had now recompenfed bim for all his 
fuflcrings ; but it was not in her power to into;(i- 
cate his fancy, or in the leatl impair the virtues of 
his heart ; which teemed to increafe in propor- 
tion to the means he had of exerclfing them. 
Wealth flowed in upon him from every quarter ; 
. and this he agun difcharged in a thouland diffe- 
rent channels, planned by his fagacity, and filled 
by his benevolence. 

Passing 
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Passing one night through a bazar near tha ' 
gate £1 Maazan, he perceived a number of flaves, 
chained together, ftanding for fale i and among 
the red, a tail female, covered with a veil; which 
he lifted up in order to gratify ills curiofity : but 
what were the emotions of his heart, when he 
beheld the features of his sdorablc Fatima ! He 
was llrucic dumb with a tranfport of joyful fur- 
prize; while the fame paffions operated in her 
tender bofom with nearly the fame effcdt. " Have 
I then found tfaee (cried he), thou ineftimable 
jewel of my heart ? Now fliall my happinefs be 
pure without alloy." At this addrefs, her eyes 
lightened with pleafurcj while Ihe pronounced 
thefe words : *' Allah be prailed^ that 1 once 
more behold thee unchanged in fentiment and af- 
fe£)ion ! I have never fmilcd fince our laft parting; 
but iighed inceflantly, and made continual excur- 
fions in hopes of feeing thee again.— Providence 
has blefied my endeavours. 1 and thefe my atten- 
dants were yeftcrday furrounded and taken by a 
body of the khaliph's gingulile, who have brought 
us hither for fale : and Allah, no doubt, fent thee 
hither for our relief," 

Omraf inftanlly paid the purchafe for Fa- 
tima and her companions ; and conduced them 
in perfon to his own houC^ where his miftre& 
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was treated with all the delicacy of the moll 
rcfpciaful love. As their hearts were mutually 
warmed with ihe moll tender aSedion, be re- 
Iblved to be joined to her by the folemn nuptial 
vow; and communicated his defign to his pa- 
tron Hazima, whoexprefled adelire of feeing this 
amiable captive. The requeA was not altogether 
fuitable to the Moflem cuftoms ; neverthelefs, it 
was granted by Omrah, in confideration of Ha- 
ziraa's age and charafler. After fupper, Fatiroa 
made her appearance j and the old Ireafurer was 
confounded at her beauty. She was gorgeoufly 
arrayed for the occafion ; and, among other or- 
naments, wore on her right arm a remarlcable 
bracelet, decked with the precious (tones called 
turquoifes. Hazima, having eyed this jewel and 
the wearer by turns, with the moft eager atten- 
tion, fuddenly flatted up, the tears running over 
his fnowy beard, and exi^Iaimcd in the utmod 
agitation, " Holy prophet 1 is not this Abba0ah, 
the darling child of my old age, who was ftolen 
by a party of Curdes in her inlancy from my fum- 
mer refidence in the neighbourhood of Carufara ? 
Look, if that bracelet contains not a portion of 
hair, with the cypher of her mother, the fair 
Fadlrouah." 

At 
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At this exclamation, Omrah ftood motion- 
Icfs, Exed in amazement and expedlation: but 
Fatima, flufhed with ftrong emotion, inftantly 
unbound the bracelet, and prefented it on her knee 
to the trcafurer; who, baring recognized the cy- 
pher, clafped her in his arms, and cried, ** She 
is — Oie is my long-loft Abbafiah." With the 
Areams that bedewed bis face ibe mingled the 
tears of joy and filial afieftion, even while her 
heart was too big for utterance. 

Omrah did not tee this fcene unmoved. His 
joy was daftjed with apprehenfion, and he koeclcd 
in anxious fufpence before the knees of Hazima, 
whonowf recollc<Eting himfelf, took his daughter 
by the hand, and delivered it to her enraptured 
lover. He received her as the bcft gift of Pro- 
vidence, and kifled in acknowledgement the hem 
(^ Hazima's garment. The day was appointed 
for their fpoufals, which were folcmnized with 
great magnificence; and Omrah lived to be 
dillinguifhed by the epithet of " The Happy 
MoHem." 
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TN thatdiftria of Greenland on the wcfteni 
coaft diftingailhcd by thb name of Aniaralek, 
4ived two remarlcable pcifonages, called SiBbersik 
sndlQLUKA; the former deemed the mo'ftaccom- 
iplilhed youth that e^er wotihipped the great 
^Torngarfuk on this fide of tiic infurniountable 
icy ridge that runs aCro^ -the country, whether in 
twanging the elaftic bow of Tenal, launching the 
■dart, hurling the harpoon, paddling the tanoe, or 
'diving under water to fcsop the blubber from the 
back of the expiring whale ; and {be univerially 
allowed to excel all the fiymphs of Greenland rn 
4)eauty and rare qualificstioHS, a3 much as the 
moon excels the aurora borealis in light and fplen- 
dor. She was daughter and fole heirefs of the 
fAngckuk Ajokarforpok^ one of the wcalthieft 
■of all the Greenland patriarcbi. He po&Qcd 

• TomgaiAik it a nuleUevou* dei^ werihif^ fay the 
GrMiUaiidcct. 

f Aitgekwks sre the bead* of tb« dergy, tin Lnvg^ver*! 
the noblM, and the ptophett of Artenland. 

Vol. I. D nr* 
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two kone boats, five canoes, three huge piles of 
wood for rafts poles boards and fewel, feven chcfts 
of brafe copper and tin uteiifils, purcbafed from 
the * KubliuiEts, a fpacious winter cabin, a mag- 
nificent fummer tent, and a vad magazine well 
filled with blubber, whalebone, morfc teeth, uni- 
corns horns, the Ikins of fox, fcal, and rein-deer. 

His darling Ighika had been bred up in the 
utniolt tendernefs and elegance. Her fhift ap- 
peared white and tranfparent, being formed of 
the maw of holibut: her waittcoat was of the 
fgfteft faun-lkin, trimmed with white by her own 
tair hands : the ikin of the rein-deer fupplied her 
with an upper garment and hood ; and her 
breeches and boots were formed of a drelTed fe^l- 
fltin, foft fmooth and pliant. This was her or- 
dinary drefs : but on fcdivals flte wore a magni. 
ficent robe of bird's ftin, adorned with variegated 
feathers, and bracelets fet with pearls. Her locks, 
that emulated the raven's ^ack, were ni'ctty braid- 
cd: her glofly neck was hung round with beads 
of glafs and Cora). Her eyes glanced like the 
three ftars in the belt of Sicktut f. Her teeth, in 
. whitenefs, rivalkd the fiiow that covers the moun- 

* Kabliuuet(,l)wjiimegiventolheDan«bTtheGre«n- 

knden. 

f ^jcktut is the appellation hy which the Greenbnder* 
tf ftinguifli the conftcUation Orion. 

taini 
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iilns of Nepfet; and Qie fmelled To fweet 6f vir- 
gin water, that {he never went forth without re^ 
cciving the falutatien Niviarfiarfuancr'ks *'. She 
repofed upon beds of eider-down j and vnts every 
day carefully anointed with the fat of the whale's 
belly. She fed upoa the eggs Qf fea-fowl gather- 
ed among the clifFs, upon the rogn-Alh ; the tail 
of young whales delicately fauced with train-oil } 
the flelh of fea-calves ; the rafpings of feal-(kin 
made into pancakes i the ingeAa and chawdron of 
the rein-deer ; the entrails.of the type or partridge 
drelTed with blubber ; and, by way of delTert, the 
(ca-weed and the root called tugloronet, lliced and 
fried with train oiU 

A YOUNG lady of fnch cxpe^ationsr nurfed 
with indulgence, and trained up in ^e midll 
of fucb delicacies, couM net but be infpjred 
with the mod refined fentiments, and fo ant^ 
mated by ihe pride of birth, as well as by the 
confcioufnefs of her own beauty and accomplifh- 
ments, as to look down with contempt upon the 
generality of thofe youths who afpired to her good 
graces. Indeed it was univerf^tly believed, thlt 
Ihe would choc^e to lead a life of celibacy rather 
than beftow herfelf in marriage upon any indivi- 

• Niviarriarfuanerks fignifies, « how flre fmelU like » 
virgin!" and is applied to thufo who fprLuklc tlicinrdret 
with their own water. 

D 2 dua 
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.dual of Amaraiek: but bte had othermre ordainel 
in &vour-of the gallant Sibberiik, who was not 
otiy Fich in the goods of fortune, but alfo ex- 
celled all his cotemporaries in beauty, coufage, 
and agility, as vrell as in the gffcs of tbe under- 
Handing. He had flain a mighty bear in fingJe 
combat, and in winter wore tbe fkin acrofs his 
ihouldeis, as a trophy of his viflory. He had once 
ventured to aflauJt the dreadful feamonller Haf- 
£ufa*, and was the litftwho had ever cfcaped with 
life from fuch a rencounter. He had often dived 
beneath the ice, in putfuit of fcals and tnorfes ; and 
in the moft dreadful tempers put to tea in hit 
llender canoe -of bendedllickscovered with (kins. 
His dart and harpoon ilew unerring to die mark ; 
and his arrows n^er miflid the fea-mew upon the 
cliff, or tbe rein-deer on the mountain. He never 
failed to win the pi'ms at foot-ball, catch-ball, 
wreftling and dancing ; and far outlhone all his 
companions in the poetical contefts of alternate 
Swire, praflifed at public feftivals among the 
iwains of Greenland f- 

The fcir Igluka could notbe infenfAle to all 
diefe perfcaions. She took pleafure in feeing him 

■ na%ufa ii fuppofed to be a fpirh that appean at fcs 
to the Grtenlander«t in many diflerent-hideous formi. 

t Tta youtb* of Greenland aaoally contend in thit 
Mianneri Jikc the ancient fwaini of Ain^adia. 

perfoi;na 
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pcrfbrni alt his feats of ftrength and aiSlIvtty; and 
always rewarded him for tlie viicory he- liad ob- 
bined, fometimes with a fmileandrometitnes with' , 
a prefent. After a fevere trial of wrcHling, flic 
once refreflied him with a draught of train-oil ; at 
another time Ihe prefented him with a fpring coat 
of feal-fkin, cut and fewed by her own delicate 
fingers i but the favour which of al] elhtrs lie 
moft efteemed, and which brought upon hini the 
envy of all his companions, was an invitation (he 
gave him to fup with her on the leg of a frozen 
bait and thefoundoCahay-fifh ftewedinhlubbert 
nay, to crown his good fortune, after this genial 
banquet, Ihe licked h!m* all over, that hetaight 
derive double vigour from this uniflion of maiden 
^iale; and invelted him with a fhift of feal gutii, 
which for that purpole ihe ftripped from her own- 
delicate body. In a wonJr Tglulca and SibberAlC' 
had by this time captivated the hearts of each 
other. The rocks refounded with the fongs which- 
he compofed in her pr^ife. He formed garlands 
of fea-weeds intermixed with fhells and. corals for 
iierhair: he made her an offering of the (irfl.fruits 
of all his labours i and foized all opportunities of 
wbifpering in her ears the moft delicate and en- 
dearing expreflions of love* 

• Tliis praflice, which was. jrobably learned (rom th«- 
Ifear's licking her cubs, I) common in Gr^nUail. 

D 3, lA 
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In ihc midft of this tender communica'ron, the 
good old Ajokarforpok was gathered to his fathers, 
and ihe lovely Iglulca rema'ned fole milVefs of his 
whole eftate. Sibberfik continued to enjoy ail the 
awful privileges of a favoured lover, and at length 
the diy was fixed for uniting this accompliihcd p.<ir 
in (he fitkcn bands of Hymen. Meanwhile they 
let out together on the fummer's expedition of 
decF-huBting : they ate from the fame platter, they 
flept in the fame tenti and conflamly accompa- 
nied each other in all the evolutions of the chace. 
Such an intimacy between the two fexes is often 
produiflive of the moft fatal confequenccs, which 
even the purell it-ntitr.eiits and the moil deter- 
mined virtue cannot al«ays prevent. T he moft . 
perfcS nature and the mult cautious honour havr 
their unguarded moments f and in one of thtfc 
the amiable, the elegant, the virtuous^ the fenrf- 
mental Igluka was ujidanc 

After the fatigue of the chace, SiM)ei<lilc 
rpread his bear-fkin for the repofe of his beau- 
teoas miftrefs under a projefting rock, whofe 
foot was laOicd by the Folbundt»g wave. The 
- noife 9f the billows,, and the clattering of the 
ice, focn lulled her into, an ^reeable flumbec 
The lover by down by her fide : he ptelTed 
kcr to his bolbiBi waked her gently with th» 
iolt 
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foft murmurs of his pafHon ; and made fuch arr- 
fui ufe of the opportunity, that in an evil hour 
{he ftirrendered up her virgin treafure, while the 
fea-mews and curlieus fcreamed, the bears growl- 
ed, and Teals grumed in concert, as if tocclcbra'C 
thcfe portentous rites. In Sibberfik enjoyment was 
fbon followed with faiietyi his fondnefs vifibl^y 
abated i he relaxed in his attention ftnd afliduity ; 
kc engaged in feparate parties from hts charmer; 
he avoided her habitation and fociety; and finally 
rcfufed to perform the folemn vow by means of 
Vhich he had triumphed over her virginity. 

It may well be imagined what effciS thefe in- 
flanccs of flight and perfidy in the man (be lovtd, 
had upon a young lady of fuch rank and fenfibi' 
iity. She found herfelf deprived of her honour, 
and the fymptoms of her difgrace waxing fo vifu 
ble, that it would not be in her power to conceal it 
much longer. Thefe c on fi derations filled her 
breall with horrour, and thrice fbe refulved to 
bury herfelf and her misfortunes in a watery grave: 
but as often as Ihe attempted to execute this dire 
refolve, {he heard, or feemed to hear, a voice that 
pronounced the following words, Tsrngarfungnut 
makko iaeilU ptgomnagit *; which in the language 
©f Greenland fignifics, " Take heed left thou. 
• Vide Egede't Hiftory of Oreenland. 
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" go to the dcdil." Thus deterred from laying, 
viotcnt hands on her own life, (he began to pine 
away in folitude, indulging her grief, and giving 
up herfelf to the moft bitter defpair. Tiie luftr* 
vaniihed from her eyes, and the fliining giofs 
forfook her countenance : her jetty locks hung 
diOievelled ; and no more fhe bedewed herfelf 
with the odoriferous virgin-Aream ^ for alas I 
this was no longer in her powcr> No more die 
indulged her appetite with the choitefV cates ; but 
fomctimcs, to lupp(»-t her drooping (pirits, (ha 
eomforted hcrfelf with a cup of oil, thick, yel- 
ibw, and perfumed. In a word, while her mid- 
dle increafed in cii-cumfcrencc, the reft of her 
body wafted apace ; and her relations forefaw, 
^at in a little time £he would in all probahility 
be conveyed to hef grave, with her thifobles and 
needles, and wearing apparel. 

SiBBERsiK was not ignorant of her condition, 
nor infenfible of the injury he had done to this ac- 
complifhed young lady ; but pofleiEon had palled 
upon bis fenfe, and his love was fucceeded by a fpe- 
cics of difguft,. which neither his honour nor his 
reafon could overcome. NeveriheleCs, they ftrug- 
gled fohard in behalf of the forfaken Igluka, as to 
bani(h all tranquillity from his bofon). The diver- 
fions he piirfued, oo longet yielded him the lead 
cBJoyBientt 
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enjoyment J the occupations in which he engaged, 
were incapable of fcreening him from the horrors ■ 
of confciencej and the converfationof his friends- 
ailed liice poifon to his thought. He, in his turn, 
neglected his food and apparel, became penfive and 
melancholy, and the only relief which he felt 
was in fixing hioifelf in his oanoe, and launching 
into the deep, that he might lofe the fenfo of his 
own internal tempeftf, amidft the Icudeft ftorms- 
that dafhed upon the rocks of Greenland. In 
theft cxcurfions his imagination was often haunt- 
ed by the fea.fpirit Ingnerfort *, which fomc-- 
times rofe before him in the (bape of a mer- 
m»d, and fometimes made the caverns of the 
fhore refound with the moft difmal (bricking. 
He looked upon thefe yifitations as prcfages of 
his death ; and even Teemed to welcome his ap- 
proach towards the land of fpirits. One day 
his frail canoe was bulged upon an ifland of ice ; ' 
and with the utmoil difficulty he, by fwim- 
ming, gained the fhore at the very place wher»' 
be had deflowered the unfortunate fgluka. 

The review of the fatal fpot conjured up the 
idea of his guilt with all the clrcumi^ances of 
aggravation. He fmote bis breaft indelpair^ and,- 

* The coaimos fu-fprite of Greenland ii known bj' 
tlttt name. 
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that ioftanC a huge fcal, flariing from the \n~ 
terior part of the cave, paflrd him granting, and 
plunged into the Tea. He never doubted but this- 
was the fpirit Torngarfuk, which pronounced 
the funereal word Hclclerrukput *", as an omen of 
his fate. He endeavoured to flay this mifchie- 
vious fiend by an eiuption of wind backwards^ 
the only cbarm> which, according to the Green- 
land mythology^ the devil cannot refilt f ; but, 
not wi^h (landing the prcvalency of bis fear, he. 
found it impolTible to try the experiment. His^ 
hair brilUed up, his knees knocked together, and 
he fell down In a trance upon the fated fcene o£ 
his difhonour. 

Having- lair for fome time inferfible, he re^ 
covered the ufe of his faculties, and found him— 
felf in the prelence of a famous Angekuk or. 
prophet^ wbo» being made acqjiainted with his- 
cafe, admonifhed him fo efle<5lually, that he le- 
newed hts addrefTes to the poor forlorn Igluka.. 
Such an unexpe^ed return of bappinefs foon rc- 

■ This phrafe, fignifyipg " Here is no more to bo 
got," the next of kin pronounces at the deccale of a. 
Gnxnlander- 

f Such ii really the notion nhidi the Greeohnden en- 
tertain of tbu djty. 

ftored 
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Sored hsr to her former health and fpirits ; the 
two lovers were happily united by the priell : 
rn two months after the wedding, which was ce- 
lebrated with great magnificence, Igluica brought 
forth a pair of lovely boys, and fhc and her huf- 
band palTed (heir lives In a continual round ol 
conjugal felicity. 
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ALCANOR was the foil of'a Ltmdon mcr^ 
chant, iKcd up to [he bufincfs of his tather,. 
to which he fuccceded in his early- youth; and in> 
a little time diflingiiiOicd him&lf not only by his' 
knowledge in trade, bat alfo by bis probity of 
heart and generofltyof fentimcnt. Nor was he- 
deficient in pcrfonal accompli fhments : his figuro- 
wai remarkably agreeable ;. his addrels was engag- 
kig i and no puns had been fpared in giving him- 
the advantage of a genteel education. 

Hs was in a fair way of acquiring a very large 
fortune, when he firft beheld,- at a public aflemblyy. 
the elegant and amiable Eudosia, daughter of an- 
nnincnt trader^ to whom his circum (lances were- 
well known. He was deeply f!ruck with her ex- 
ternal appearance > and having found means to in- 
iinuate himlelf into her ac<^uaintance, difcovered- 
a thoufand charms in her underftanding and dtf- 
pofition, which at once com^deted the conqued of 
his heart. It was not long before be dilclofed hiS' 
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j^on to the dear object, and had the - raviOiing 
plfcarure to And he had infpired her with very fa- 
Tourabk fentimcnts of' his character. 

Aftek fome time (pent in the endearing cfl^*- 
fions of mutual love, he applied to the father, and 
mait a formal deniaod of her in marriage. Hif- 
propofal met with a very cordial reception j and' 
Alcanor Was admitted into the family on riic foot- 
ing of a future fon-in>law. The day was already- 
appointed for the marriage, after all the articles of 
intcreft had been fettled to die Satisfaction of botb 
parties, »4icn, by die fudden failure of foreign 
Gorre^ndentE at the clofe of the laft war, Alca- 
nor was obliged to flop payment. He comntu-- 
nicated his diflrefs to Eudofia's father ; and pro. 
ducedhis books, by whidi it appeared that his ef-- 
fe£ls were more than fufficient-todifcharge his 
debts J though they were fofcattered, that he could. 
not call thctn in time enough to fupport his credit. 
The merchant faid he was forry for his misfor- 
tune, butmadenoofferof aHinmc: : on the con- 
trary, he tbid him bluntly, that he could not ex-; 
pea he would beftow his daughter on a bankrupt, 
and forbade him the houfe. The reader may con- 
ceive what an efFe6l this treatment had upon an 
ingenuous mind, endued with an extraordinary 
(bare of fenfibility : he retired to his own houle, 
hij heart burning with grief and indignation. 

, Th. 
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The generousEudonajbeingapprifed ofwhathatf 
paJIed between her rather and her lorcr^ feized the 
firft (^portuiiity of writing a letter ro Alcanor, la- 
menting his misfortune in the moll pathetic terms ^ 
afluring him of her inviolable attachment, and 
offering to give a convincing proof of her love by 
a clandeftine mamagc. He made due acknow- 
Icdgcmeiits to his amiable millrefe for this mark 
of her difmterefled affediioni- but abfolutely re- 
fufed to comply with a pro|;ofal which might ruin 
her fortune, endanger her happinefs, and fubjcifl 
him cy,the imputation of bein^ fordid and jelfifli- 
He made hafte to feulc his a;counts, and fatisfy 
his creditors. Then he wrote - letter to EuJofia, 
releafing her from all enga ;cnients in his favour, 
and exhorting her to forget that ever any fuch per- 
fon exifted. immediately after this addrefs, he- 
difappeared, and noperfon could tell in what man- 
ner : |)eople, in general, fuppofed he had made. 
aH'ay with himfelf in defpair. 

EuDosiAA^as ovErwhetmed with the moft poig- 
nant fotrow, which intailed upon her a lingering, 
diliemper,that brought her to ihe brink of the grave. 
Though nature triumphed over the difeafejit wasnot 
in the power of time to remove her grief, which 
fettled into a fixed melancholy that clouded all her 
charms, and made a deep impreflion on her father's 
bcaiL 
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heart. Her only brother dying of a coiifumptron, 
Ibe became the Ible heirefs of a conTiderable for- - 
tune ; and many advantageous matches werepro- 
poTed wUhou: eSeA. At length, the plainly told 
her father, that he had once made her miferable. 
Mid it was not now in his power to make her hap- 
]^ } for fhe had made a Iblemn vow to heaven* 
that fhe would never join her fdte to any other 
man but him on who^n he had allowed her to be- 
ftow her afFei^ion. The merchant was thunder- 
ftruck at this declaration; be few himfelf de- 
prived, by his own cruel avarice, of that happinefsr 
which he had flattered himfelf with^ho hope of 
enjoying in a rifmg generation of hts own pofte- 
rity ' he became penftve and rullsnj loft his- 
fenfea ; and in a few months expired-. 

EuDOSiA purcha&d a retired houfe in the 
coi^ntry^ where the gave a full fcope to licr 
forrow, while Ibe lived the life of a faint, and. 
fyent the bell part of her time, as well as fortune^ 
ia the exercife of charity and benevolence : wit- 
nels the fighs that are Dill uttered by all that knewr 
her, when her name is pronounced : witnefs ^e 
tears of the widow and the fatherkfs, that are 
daily Qied upon her tomb. 

Alcahob, defperate in his fortune and his 

love, took a paf&gc in a Spanifli (hip for Cadiz, 

under 
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under che name of Benfon ; and 3S he underftood' 
the lafiguages, as well as the management of ac- 
compts, he was admitttd, as an inferior fa<Slor, 
onboard of the Elota bound for South America. 

Hrfcttlod at La Vera Cruz ; and fortune Co prof- 
pered his endeavours, that, in a few years, he was 
maftcr of forty thoufand piftolcs. But neithen 
profperity, nor the univerfal efteem he had ac- 
quired among the Spaniards for his worth and in— 
tegrily, could footh the angui/h of his heart, or 
efface the remembrance of Eudofia, whofc charms 
fiili dwelt upon his imagination. At length,, im- 
patient of living fo long in ignorance of herfitua-- 
tion, he remitted his eft';£ts to Europe, returned; 
to Cadiz,, and there in a Britilb bottom took (hip- 
ping for England. At the Race of Portland, the 
fliip was attacked by a paltry French privateer,, 
and Alcanor had the misfortune to receives (hot 
in his neck, which appeared very dangerous. After 
the privateer had Iheered off, he defired that h» 
might be put afliore at the neareft land, as there 
was no furgeon on board j and the boat immedi- 
ately conveyed him and pait of his baggage into a - 
creek, within half a mile of Eudofia's dwelling. 
He was obliged to take up his lodging at a - 
wretched public-houfe, . and difpatched an expr;& 
to the next town for afurgeon ; but before he ar- 
rived, tb« unfonunate Alcanor had lofl his eye- 
fight, 
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fight, in conlequence of his wound, and lus fe- 
ver was confidcrably ihcreafed, 

Th£ humane Eudofia, being mide acquainted 
with (he drcumflances of his diOrefs, without 
dreaming that it was her beloved Alcanor, defired a 
worthy old dergyman, who was re£ior of the pirifl^, 
to take her chariot, and bring the wounded gentle- 
man to her houfe, where iie might be properly at- 
tended and accommodated. Thither he was earned 
accordingly, and there firft vifited by the furgeon^ 
who, after having drefled the wound, declared b» 
bad no hopes of his recovery. He heard this fen- 
tence without emotion ; and deHred he might have 
an opportunity to thank the lady of the houfe for 
the charitable compaffion {he bad manifefted to* 
wards a ftrangcr in dilh-cls. 

The tender-hearted EuJofia, being infvrmed- 
of his requed, immcdiaiely vilited him in hii- 
apartmcnt, accompanied by the clergyman, and a 
female relation who lived with. her as her compa-- 
nion. Approaching his bedfide, Ihe condoled 
with him on his misfortune,, begged he would, 
think himlelf athome, and command every thing, 
in her houfe as freely as if it were his own. He 
no fooner beard her voice than he llarted ; and 
rainnghimfelf in his bed, rolled his eyes around as 
if. in ^uelt of fome favourite object. His ear waft. 
more.- 
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more feiihful ihan his memory : he remembereil 
and was affedicd by the ftrain, though he could not 
recolleifl the ideas to whicli U had been annexed r 
after feme paufe he exclaimed, " Excellent lady *' 
I could v/iih to live, in order toexprcfs my grati- 
tude ; but it will not be. —You have given flielter 
to a poor wearied pilgrim -y and your charily mufk 
be {till farther extendett in feeing his bodycommilf- 
ted to the duft. I have, moreover, another h- 
vour to aflc, namely, that you and this good cler- 
gyman will atteft my laft will, which is locked in 
a paper -cafe depoHtcd in my poitmanteau." So. 
faying, he delivered the key to the doctor, who 
opened the trunk, found the paper, and was de-> 
£red to recite it aloud in the hearing of all prcfent. 

The will was written by the hand of Ali:anor 
timfelf, who, in coufideration of his tender affec- 
tion for the incomparable Eudofia, which nothing; 
but death fhould eraae from his heart, had be- 
queathed to her all his worldly fubftance, cxclufive 
of fome charitable legacies. When the name of 
Alcanor was pronounced^ .Eudofia ftarted, grew 
pale, and trembled with flrong emotion : yet 
flie confidcred his fituation, and retrained her 
tranrports, while her eyes pjured forth a torrent 
ef tears, and the chair fhoolc under her with the 
violence of her agony. The humane clei^ymaa 
was not tuimoved ac this fcene. He bad often 
he^rd 
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heard the (Inry of her unfoitiinate love, and by 
his fenfiblc confulations enabled her to bear her 
afflii^ion with temper and refignation. He no 
fooner perceived the names of Alcatior and Eudo- 
fia in the will, than he was feized with extreme 
wonder, and fympatliizirg forrow. His voice 
faiured, ihe tears ran down his cheeks, and it 
was with the utmoft difficulty that he read the 
paper to an end. Then obferving theagitacioa of 
Kudofia, he conduced her into another room, 
where, her grief and furprize becoming tooltrong 
fbf her conflitution, {he fainted away in the arms 
of her companion. When Ibe recovered from 
this fwoon, fiie gave vent to her forrow in a loud 
palTion of tears and exclamation ; after which fhe 
became more calm j and begged the do£lor would 
endeavour to prepare Alcanor for an interview 
with his long-loft Eudofia. He forthwith returned 
to the merchant ; but wds in too much confufion 
to communicate the dilcovery with difcretion and 
compofure. 

Alcanor, though btjnd, had pereeivcd the la- 
dy's agitation, as well as the clergyman's diforder, 
and was noi a little furprifed at their abrupt depar- 
ture. His mind had already formed an aflcnnblage 
of the moft interefting ideas before the doflor re- 
turned i and when h* began to expatiate on the 
mrfterious 



D,g,r,:^i t, Google 



68 E S S A Y . IT. 

myflerious ways of Providenceyhe was interruDteJ 
by the flranger, who, raifmg his head, and clafping, 
bis hands, exclaimed «loud, *■ O boumiftil Hea- 
ven ! it muft— it mufl be the incomparable Eudo- 
fia !" At that inltant (he entered the apartmen^, 
kneeled by the bed-fide, and taking him bythv- 
hand, " It is (cried (he) the unfortunate Eudo- 
fia — O my Alcanor ! Is it thus we meet ?'* A. 
long filence enfued, during which he bathed hor 
hand with his tears.— At length be fpoke to this 
tSe£i ; ** Thde are not the tears of IbrroW, hut 
of joy.—Eudofb then lives I Sbe remembere — flie: 
retains her regard for the haplefs Atcanorl—ic 
was indeed fhe kind hand of Providence thattbrew 
me on this hofpltable fhore. — Could lonce more- 
behold thofc dear features which 1 have to ofteai 
contemplated with admiration and delight — but^, 
1 am fethfied.f — 

The fequd' of this aflfeSing fcene I cannot 
pretend to dcfcribe.—— Alcanor' s wound at. 
the next dreffing had the appearance of a- _ 
beginning-gangrene :. neverthelefs, the ball, which\ 
had been lodged among the nerves and.finews of 
the neck, was now with eafe extracted, and his- 
eye-fight was immediately reftorcd. Having fet- 
tled his temporal alFalrs, and made bis peace wirh' 
heaven, he on the fourth dajf expired in the arms- 
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^ Eudofia, who was the fole and laft objeA on 
which his eyes were ilrained. 

She did not lof^ furvive her unfortunate 
lover, tier grief at length exhautled her 
Condi tution, and brought her to the grave, 
after (he had endowed alms-houfes for the 
m^ntenance of twenty poor cripples, bequeathed 
a handfome fortune to her kinfwoman, a confi- 
derdble prefent to the clergyman, and alargcfum 
to the poor of the parilfa. At her own dcfire flic 
was buried in the fame grave with her lover, and 
over tbctn is raifed a plain unembellilhed tomb 
of black marble, with this raodeft infcription: 
*t Dedicated to the memory of Alcanor and 

" EUDOIIA." 
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ESSAY 

Ta the EDITOR. 



Sir, 

WAS much affefted with the philorophical re- 
f)gnati<m of the honcft Soldier * who made 
his appearance in your Mauazine for Juks 
(1760) and his ftory made the deeper impreffion 
upon my mind, as his difpofition forms a linking 
contrail with my own. 

I WAS the fecond fon of a wealthy gentleman, 
who refervcd the bulk of his fortune for my 
elder brother i fo that the only provifion I enjoyed, 
was, a tolerable education and a lieutenant's com- 
miflion in the army. During the late war I ob- 
tained a company by dint of fervicc, and at the 
peace was reduced upon half-pay. But this rc- 
duflion was no great misfortune to me, who had 
learned to pra£life ceconomy in an inferior ftation, 
and was fo much mailer of my accounts, th.it I 

• S«e G0LDIM1TH'» ESIAYI, Vol. 1. Ef&y wti*. p. *oi 
could 
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could live independent even to my wifti, and could 
fitve romething out of the appointments of a ic 
formed captain. 

My father having by this time rcfigned 
his breath, I had no parental home to 
which I could retire j therefore I let up my reft 
in a country town, where I had been formerly 
quartered with the regiment, and made fome 
^[ccable acquaintances. There 1 pa/Ted my 
time according to my heart's deltre. I fiflied, 
fowled, and hunted with the gentlemen of the 
neighbourhood, who entertained me in their houfes 
with the moft coriUal hofpttality. I walked, I 
chatted, I danced and played at cards with their 
wives and daughters. Delightful excurfions, and 
amuftng parties of pleafurc, were planned and 
executed every day. The time flole away infen- 
fibly : I knew no care ; 1 f^lt no diforder. I in- 
herited from nature a vigorous conilitution, z 
happy ferenity of temper, and was diflinguiihed 
among my friends as the beft-humoured fi:llow in 
the world. 

Ii» the midft of thefe enjoyments my hcartwas 
touched by the amiable qualities of a young lady, 
who was content to unite her fete with mine, con- 
trary to the inclination, and without the confent 
of 
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of her father, who pofTelTcd a very large fortuRe^ 
and refented her marriage with fuch pcr&verance 
of indignation, that he ncve¥ wo.utd admit her 
into his prefence, nor even, at his death, forgive 
her for the ftep ihe had taken* His difpleafure, 
however, affected us the Ids, as wc found happi- 
ne& in our mutual palBon, and knew no wants ; 
for my wife inherited from an aunt a legacy of 
eighteen hundred pounds, the intepeft of which, 
together with myhalf-pay, was fuScient to anfwer 
■11 our occaiions. 

We found great fatisfafSion in contriving plans 
for living fnug upon our income, and enjoyed un- 
^akaUe pleaTure in exccutii^ the fcheme to 
which we had given the preference. Chance pre- 
fented us mth an opportunity to purchafe a ftnall, 
though neat and convenient hoiifc, with about 
twenty acres of land, in an agreeable rural fitua - 
tion J and there our time was parcelled out in a 
fucceflion of taiks, for improving a large farm 
that we rented, and cultivating a fweet little gar- 
den laid out on a gf ntle flope, the foot of which 
was watered by a brawling rivulet of pure truif- 
parent water. Although Heaven had nottlieught 
prt^r to indulge us with children, we were fa- 
voured with every other fubftantial blcffing ; and 
every circumftance of rural ceconomy proved a 
fource of health and GuisfitQion. The labour* 
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■# the field, the little domeftick cares Of Ae barn- 
-yard> tiie poultry-yard, and the dairy, werepro- 
-dudive of fuch delights at netw erf' your readers 
wiB coiu:eiTe, except thofe who are enamoured of 
a country-liJe. I cannot -remember thore peacefbl 
Icenes ofinnoceiwe and tranquillity without «* 
gret j they often haunt my imaginatioii, Klw Ibe 
ghafU df departed h^^ntils. Wtthla die ^totoa^ 
•of this charming retreat we lived, in a ftate of 
uninterrupted enjoyment, until our ieiicity was 
invaded by two unexpected events, at which, I 
am afraid, we fliall always have caule to repine : 
my nephew, who had CtKceeded to my father's 
Tftat^ died trf 'the fmall-pox, and, a few weeks 
after rfiis incident, my wife's only brotiiet broice 
his neck in leaping a -five-barred gate: fo diat we 
'found ourieWeSjdl-atoncc, in poflcffion of a very 
opulent (brtune, md TioJently tranfported from 
that dement for wfatcfa our tempers had been h 
well adapted. 

In the firft flutter and agitation of mind ocCa- 
fioned by this unhop«l-for accelBon, we quitted 
our lomantic folitude, and nifhed into alt die 
pageantry of high-life. Thus irrcJiftibly fucked 
within the vortex of Diflipatlon, we grew giddy in 
a rapid whirl of unnatural direrfton: we became 
'Enamoured of tinfcl liveries, equipage, and aU the 
■ Vol.. J. E iripperjr 
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fxipperj of faMoa. Inftead of truiquiUi^', health, 
a continual flow of jkcisfa^on, and a fucceffion ttf 
rational delights, which wp fonoerly derived from 
temperance^ exercife, the ttady oTnature^ and die 
practice of ben^olettcei we aof tafled no plea- 
fure biit what con£fts in- the gr^tificatioa of idle 
vanity, tofled for ever on a fea of abfurd amufe- 
«nentG by fuch loud ftorms of riot and tumult, as 
drowned the voice of rcafon and refledlion, and 
overwhelmed all die bed (acuities of the foul. We 
defcrted nature, fentiment, and trac tafte, to lead A 
weary life of affection, folly, and intemperance; 
our fenfes became fo depraved, that ow eyes- were 
captivated with glare and glitto:, and our ean 
with noile and clamour ; while our iancy. dwek 
with jileafurc on every gewgaw of Gotbic extrava- 
fjaace. We entertained guefts whom we defpifed, 
we vifited friends wbom we did not loy^ and in- 
Yited company whom we could not cAeem. We 
drank wines that we could not relifh, and ate vic- 
tuals which wecould notdigeft. Wefieguented 
concerts which wc did not underfland, plays that 
we did not like, and public diverftons which we 
could not enjoy. Our houfe might have been 
termed the Temple of UjK-oar : card-taUcs were 
the Qirines, and the votaries feemed agitated by the 
.daemons of envy, fpite, rage, vexation and deJpair. 
In a word, all wat &rcc and iorm, — all was a 
(ihaatafma. 
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jhuinfinjii and a hideous dream of incoherent ab- 
furdities. . . - 

These pleafures, like brandy to adram -drink- 
er, have loft theit tSeSt ; . we have vrakcd from 
the intoxication to i diic ' fcnfe of our miferable 
tcHidifion ; for the vigour both of mind and body 
is quite iA^>airdd. With rcfyeSt to each -other, 
we find ourfclvcs in a ftate of mutual difgult ; and 
all the enjoyments of life we either tafte with in- 
difference, or rqe^ with loathing. For my own 
part, I am overwhelmed with wbat the French 
i:an rennui, a diftemper for which there is no 
name in the ERgliih language ; a diftemper which 
may be underftoed from the following lines of 
the poet : 

Thee too, myParidd, (he ftw thee thert, 
Slretch'J Oft the raek of « too esjy ehsir j 
And heir4 thy ertrlafting jawa confeft 
The pains and pcnaltks of idlene&. 

It is not a common vacancy of though^ or aii 
ordinary languor of tiie nerves that I labour un- 
^r, but a coniirnied imbecility of mind, and a 
W^mt of reliftij attended with a thoufand uncaH- 
nefles which render life almoft infupportable. I 
fleep without refiefliment j I am fatigued without 
labour, I am fcarce rifen when I wifti the day 
£ 2 was 
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was 'd«K, an! when night comes I long f<K 
fflwroing* I e^t without appetite, drink withoiK 
e;[biUrationi cscercile afibrds no fyuiXM, vamtr- 
SiOoa no sunulcmeat^ reading no entcrlainmeni^ 
uiiinedioa no plcalitre. It it not from afiec- 
iation, but an acguired inlienfibility, that 1 GEcFal- 
Jlaff without a fmik. «»d The Orphan without 
amotion. I-endeawKif to kill the tine by fliilting 
centiiutally die Icene of diffipation^ but I-am cloTe 
jurfucd by difguft : aU is diCippointmcn^ in%^ 
jiaufcous, or fhockin^. My temper is .grown fo 
fretfiil and peevifln that I quarrel by turns wiAi 
mj fcrvanuand myfelf j even flie that was once 
the delight of mj eyes, and the j(^ oF my licar^ 
5s now become the fubjefl of perpetual difquict. 
I hMbour wifliei which I dare not approve ; my 
iieait pal^tates with paffions which I am aftiamei 
xoavow. I*» tormented by a ibou&nd pctqr 
grierancet, which *ifc like angry pimples from ihe 
ebullitions of a foured difpofirion i and Incidents 
that would move the mirth of other men, are to 
me produaivc of-choler and anxiety. Two di^-s 
ago I ordered my lervants to borfe-whip a coblei^ 
t^ho refiifcd to leave cff whiftKng in his ftaU as he 
Jat at work oppofite to my chamber-vrindow-, and 
if 1 had then met with your marmcd SoIdier,;in aU 
probabiriiy I fliould.havc chaftifed him for pre. 
faming to be more happj than faisbctteis, 

Cut. 
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Sir, if jon have- any recipe (br the cure of mj 
fforder, it will be cbarit; to. publiflt it for the. 
benefit of many thoufands that labour under the 
fiune maladj iriuch. now vSH&i your humble <er- 
yantfr 

PlCELoUACHUS^ 

Thi diffempei of our correfpondent is cnde- 
mial among the Grca^ and may be termed 7t 
Icurvy of the fpicits^ Exercile is as neccflary .ta 
dK mind aa to the body, and me ntal' cxercife con- 
£ft> in fludy and reflexion : thift being long di&- 
vfedf the powers of reafon lofe dieir tone ; and a 
Klaxanon of the iicivei from idlenefi and furieit^ 
co-^^ratiiig with tfaislanguor, the whole machine- 
is, as it were» unftning i all the faculties bein^. 
ftuB untwifled and out of tnne, the mind jars on 
erery ftrlng, and nothing can be produced but dif^ 
coid and <fif<iutet. If Picromachu» and hi» 
Lady arc really determined, if poffible, to obtain 
a radical cure, and retrieve their good-humour, let 
tbcm malce over to the next heirs the gteateltate*. 
which devolved to them fo uncxpefledly, and re-- 
tiim to the ferm with the fame nccclEties which' 
their own induftry had'before fo happily fupplied. 
Should this be an effort of (elf-denial beyond the 
pitch of their refolution, we wpuld advife them to 
lenounce their falliionable conncdlions, and endca- 
E 3 vouff 
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TOur to contrad frieadlhips widi a 'few rational 
creatures ; to difmils tbeir fiiperfluous ' fervants, 
including the French cook, and every gaudjr ap- 
purteaancc of oftcntation ; to retiie from London, 
and engage in the avocations of hufbandry ; to ufe 
the cold bath every morning, tide twenty miles 
every day before dinner, eat moderately of plain 
£ngliflt food, go to bed by eleven, life before 
eight, and fafl one day in the week, until their 
appetites are perfeiHly reftored^ 
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HOWSOEVER we ma]! pride ourlelm on 
the reflnenMna of the prefent age, we are 
sot fo far removed from baibarifm ii people in 
generiil ima^ne. It would be ealy to demoo- 
ftnte, tint everjr circumfiance of the preleac 
£ifbion ia a fliocking ^outrage againft common 
kaky which !• founded upon eternal truth, dw 
bafis of all tafte and beau^ i and it would be no 
difficult aSk to prove, that we are as GoAic iif 
thofe ientimeiits of the heart which influence our 
condu^ as in the fuggeflions of the ikncy Aat 
regulate the mode of our external appearance. 
Notwidiftanding the pride and felf-complacencjr 
of thofe fluctcTing animals who call them&Ivet 
PerfQns of Uininflion, roll in their triumphal 
chariots, and look down with difdain on their 
fellow-citizens as the dregs of the creation, diey 
are no oihir than mere ruftics in point of true 
tafle and genuine politenefs, which are the natu> 
ral efTcds of fenfibility and humanity, improved 
by knowlege j whereas the pre&nt mode k an un. 
E 4 ' natural 
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natunl monfler, begot upon the h^ rgnorante 
byherowiifba the ideot C^ricc;.an<l whatwr 
t^dj tenn Good-breeding, ia no other thsm the 
^wricMS brood of unfeeling Infolence and auk* 
ward GriiBace. Tliefe rHiculMS pcrverflons de- 
>i«e their firft origin from error, and will never 
be rcAiJicd, mtil the world Iball adopt a tyUem- 
<i£ education quite diflvrent fi«m that which at 
prefent prevails. Very few pretend to think fou 
themfelves, but, in matters ef tafte, implicitly 
follow, like limplc fhecp, certain Bcll^wcathers 
of the fafliioir, whs arc inftigated by the dasmons' 
of Arro^nce and Folly. In order to eflfefl a rc- 
fennation, it will l>e neccflary, that imllviduals- 
flnll' exert ihnr own faculties of reafon^ and' re- 
nounce thefe diftni£)ed guides^ whenever they 
perceive them deviate from the road of nature 
ard of truth : but the faculty of judging cannot 
be properly exerted^ until it has been duly exer^ 
cifed ; and, for thi& purpofe, we ought to con- 
trive proper objefls ef argument and reflection. 
For my own part, as the bufinefs is to invcfligalt 
truth, I woufd propofe the Audy at geomtuy to 
the youth U botb fexcs. Akep mils hatfa finished 
the letters of the A B C^ let bee begin a new 
fampler for the Propofitions of Euelid. No young 
isdy Ihould be admitted to a canl-uble, except by 
croJiing the ''Pons Jfimrumi nor prcllde at aa 
* A Prqaofition. fo cilled.' 

a0nnbl}^ 
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Aii)t>F)r, until &t ceuM dcmonftrate idie famous 
Pythagorean dUcovcry, that the fquare of the hy- 
pothcnulc is equal to- the fi]uares oT the two- 
other fidss in a right-angled triangle. Every body 
knows with, what fuccefs mathematical realbning, 
has been introduced into medicine ;■ an Uigjeniout' 
pbilofopher of our own day hath uTed' the £une. 
itience in determining &e momenta with whiclv 
the paflioiu ad upon the human mind; theLin& 
of Beauty difcovercd by the celebrated Hogarth^ 
what is it but a mathunaucal curve i the cbarm9> 
ef paiating>.(cul|^uienandaichitedure^thatllrilcft 
the fpeAator's. q^c. with irreCfiiUe energy, are 
no other diao. a happy fymmetsy of patig, that 
mayberefidwediatomatbeoiaticalrelatiwia: even 
giufic itfclf-i> founded, on. mathematical propor- 
tioB, and. doubtk&- the liui>e rules of analytic^ 
iflveftjgption qiay. be. appUod in difeovering ui^ 
aicertatnin^ thp {chara£ter& of manlund ; at kafti. 
the ftudy of gcnoietryi will fix the attention oii 
the moft vdstilc female, teach her to think wid» 
(trofirietyt, comgarc. with cautw>n>. and judge with> 
jircci&ui. 

1 WA»;kd into lhi»- min of tbMgbt by an irr- 

ctdent whidi lately fell under my oWefAration, ae 

one of tboto Medicinal Wells which,.every fumi. 

BCTi attn^t « ooocourfe of.^rbat is called fefhiom. 

£-i able 
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Me people. A certain lady of qualitjr^ as reriuric- 
able for her good-fenle as for her genehility of 
ceniper, coming one d*j into the public room, 
invited all the company then prefent to a. ball at 
ber own houfe, intended for the next evening. 
The guellt aflembled accordingly ; and^ that no 
■- difputei might arifc, the diftriburion t^ partncra 
Was left to the determination of chance : the gen- 
. tlemen drew nnmbers out of one ha^ the ladies 
from another, and the two diit correfponded were 
coupled for the evening. The number lo fdlto 
Ae flure of a lady, lAo, anderftanding that (b« 
bad drawn for her partner a young phyfician, 
made no lecret of cxpreffing her di&tiifefiion, 
and even declared that fte wotdd not dance : th« 
^oor do^r, ignorant of her chagrin, and as yet a 
ftranger to his fa(e> went round the room, en- 
^ring which of (he ladies had drawn die number 
lO, and began to be much mortified af finding 
lufflfelf unowned. The lady of the bal^ per- 
ceiving his lituation, a&xi with a delicacy pe- 
«tdtarto herfclf: fbe communicated ber inflruc- 
6oos to her own daughter (whom we fbalt caH 
ClarihDa), an amiable young ladyand a reigning 
toaff} who had drawn the fame number with a 
gaudy officer that flaunted about (he room in fcarlei 
and embroidery. Clarinda, addreiSng herlelf lo 
the difc«atented nymphi begged as a favour that 
they 
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they might exchange numbcrir and her propotal' 
was gFccdit^ embraced : then this lovely creature, 
blooming with all the graces of youth, beauty, 
»nd good-natnrey went up to the phyTician, and^ 
finiling ine^bly fweet, told him (be had tSeplea- 
fiire to be bis parttier for the ereiring. The doc* 
tor's eyes IpariLlcd at ber approach : his good for* 
tune was enned by all the gentlemen ; her £on- 
ia& W3S api^ded by the majority of the ladies j 
and htfyn the baH ended, the pcrTon by whom he 
bad been reje^d was hcaxtily aihamed of her fill;^ 
pride. 

That the reader may be the better judge 
cS her choice, I fltalt analyfe the two individuals 
who ftood fo dif&rently in her eSimation. The 
pbyfician was in his peWbn tall, and elegantly 
formed, withan open prepofli!lEiig countenance, a 
modeft deportment, and engaging addrers : the 
officer was {bort,fquat, hard-favoured, clumfy, im* 
pudent, and boorilh. The doctor defcended from 
an bonour^le family i his rival was the fon of an 
exci&man t the lirfl had expended a large fum on 
his education, travelled for improvement, and laid 
up an uDtommon ftock of erudition ; the other 
wrote a good hand, underftood a litde of the prin- 
ciples of gauging, but, in other rcfpeits, was 
alti^ether untio^rcd with human learning, and 
E 6 Con, 
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bat lalcly introduced, to any fort of decent conU' 
mercci The doSor enjoyed a reputable piofcT- 
fton^ a patnmony of five thou&od pounds, and aiv 
cxtcnlive lamily-intcreft j. the officer had tea 
{tounds in bit pecketr was one hundred and fifty 
in d^ to his taylor, and enjoyed a lieutenant's 
coaiini£o&; which^ by the bye, be owed to the 
intetefi of the phyGcian's £ttb«r. The do^s 
wore a fair pcniwig, and a plain (iik of clothes ;. 
the oflkcT his own haic in a bag. an embroidered: 
coat, s cockade in bis ha^ and flooe-buckles la 
bis &oes^ and tbcfe were the particulars that, in 
the lady's opinion, eclipfed all the qualities of the 
phyiician. I fhall conclude this comparilbn widi' 
obfervisg, that the doAot^ had he been fo minded^ 
could at any time have rivalled the officer, both. 
iahiifioe^ and rank io the fervicci. but it was by, 
po means in the lieutenant's power to attain the 
■BCrit Mid real importance vi the phyfician^ 
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WHETHER die inffina of brutei be » 
fuborditute fprcies of reafon, er an iir- 
nare facdtj imprefled by nature for die prefeira- 
tion of the individM), is a qaeftion which has 
been long contefted tmong^phitolbpbers. That 
reafon and inftinA»ecflentiallydifierenb appears 
from the foUowing confiderationi : rcaJbn is the 
rcfult U idea* acqidred, ani muft be improved by 
exereife aiMF adtivatioR. The tnftuifi^ brute» 
fbemi perteA as feon ai the animri is produced f 
tfie cbick, by a ftirprtfinginftfai^r picks a way for 
hTclF through the (heU into the world, and begina 
to feed immediatclv, bcfcMV it can p^bly have re- 
ceived any ideas frcm obfervation. Tlreliune !»• 
culty i« oMenrablc in biind puppicS) and aU ({«»• 
dnipedi,. which curioufly fearch for tbe dug in 
order tofuclE die mother. Throw eofrof theft 
Uiod puppies into a pend of water, and it wilt 
fwtiD with amazing dexterity. This 'njiiemk the 
cafe with, all aquatic fowls,, from tbc momeot 
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tbej an hatched ; and all the birds of the air na- 
turally tlj without being initru£led. All anknals, 
without prefcription, cboofe that kind of food 
which nature has allotted them, and, in the cxer- 
dfe of t|iis choice, carefully a?oid thofe things 
which would prejudice tlieir health, even when 
they feem to be folicited by their fenles ; for ex- 
ample, a hog will greedily devour an apple ) but 
by no tacutt will touch tbc fruit of the man«»* 
tuUo tree, which ia polfbnous, although k rctem- 
. ^es an apple in colour, Quipc, and odour.^ One 
bcaft, ai if' it knew by inbiitiaa the ftrength of in , 
•wn organs, or the peculiarity of their conftfuc- 
lioa, (hall cat and digcft thole herbs which would 
prove latal to die other aainuils that graze upoa 
the fame common. Nay, if we may believe tii» 
hiftory of medicine, the virtues of atany ilraplcft 
^ve been difcovcred to mankind by die beafbs of 
^ fieldi which, -from the fame principle, had re« 
eourfe to their efficacy, when dilbrdcrcd by acci- 
dent or diflemper. . Among other inftances of io- 
flind we ought alib to nMUtioa the Xrtfy*, or na- 
tural ageAion, though it is comnoo to thc^ hu-r 
man fpcdes at well as to brutes. That this ii in- 
ttinS, totally diffisrentfromreafon, we may con- 
cltide from the di^rmt efledle it produces in hu» 
man crcatillrcs, and among the brute ovation. 
The ZT#ryii of a beaft ceafes itrnp the very inllant 
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iltat it becosws imneccf&ry to the prerervation (tf 
itiK young ofi^pring ; and among birdi Is fuc- 
ceedcd by fiich zverfion and animofity in the breaft 
of the mother, that ibe commonly drivn her pro- 
geny into iHiniediite exile : thi* feeni) to be the 
adnHraUe difpolitien of Providence, that one par- 
(iculv {dace may not be overftocked, and animals 
of-tbebmel^ie^diftreftone another by creat- 
ing a fcarcity. / 

Ih the human fpecies the Snp^ is protndeil 
and improved intothe chamiei, by intercourfe and 
con^fiuation of good offices, and the exercile of 
rcalbn ; and this in proportion to the ftreagth of 
refledlion and the delicacy of fentiment. The 
lefs enlightened die mother happens to be by hu- 
man underftanding, the more Qie conform* to this 
^nd lulling : tin idcot fijndled her own child witt) 
all the care, tendernefs, and flcill, which the Srcfyi 
lecms to infpire in the brute animal, till it cvuld ' 
fiibfift without the moih«r*s mlllc, then religned all 
afledion and attention to it, and no longer dif- 
tinguiOied it" as her own ofl%pring.. Obferve the 
lower cUfs'among tfaevulgar, wHo, in point of (en- 
ftrtent, are but one degree railed above the level of 
the bfcafli,' with what eagcrnefs, and even rapture 
df xfFe&lon, a mother will carcfs her bantling : 
itefndd the lame mother and the fame child two 
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•r three yeui afiet, the Si^ is entirely vaiuffi- 
c4 i flu looks upon the child as a troubldbme in-; 
cumbnuKC laid upon her b; the Uw^ fbc fiurljF 
luilhes it at tbc devilj btau it with tbe utnioft. 
barbarity^ aody inllead of being ifac i^edge of her 
tove^itbecomes theobjc&ofbcr^iiecration. The. 
cafe is no ma|e than this : oatuial influi£tvaiitfli^ 
cd at its ufual pcijod, and thae wasns feotiigMtt 
to take iu place. 

Box m nothing does inftinA apj^esr more 
ama^ng» than m thofe cutious nclb fo judi- 
ciouOy contrived, and fo wondei^Hy execsted 
bj the birds, as receptacles for their youog. 
tt has been often obfcrved, that in this relpeifi thej 
not onlyfurpafs all human ar^ but'defy all imita- 
ftbn. It may alfo be Mmarked,. that the oeft. 
Coiiltiufted hy an^ bin! in the fisft ^r of its tXf 
n{ence,,is as uniform and perA& as. thofe which- 
ire built after manj years expetieoce. This ia- 
another flrong reafun for fiippoluig that infiioA 
nei^erdepends upon ideas icqutred, nor improves 
hy exerciTc and' obTervaiioa;, conJequently^ is a. 
power or faculty altogedier diftinA trtmi rc^on, 
which is undoubtedly acquired from obfeivation 
and extended by practice. It may be afkod then, 
IT tbe inllihdof brutes is produced with the ani-' 
mal in full [ierfe£lion, hotr come tiiey to ezl^bic. 
Cuh evident anrks of dixility i Many aniinals- 
havr- 
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lave given proofs of uncommon Jagacity^ and 
Kiay be caught athouland things that donotc aeon- 
fidecable (hate of reafon. Without all doubt^ aft 
ibc human fpecies have fome kinds sf inltiafi in 
conmon wub brutes^ fo ibc brute creation. Ihare 
with man a weaker faculty of reafon ^ but this w« 
conceive to be altogether dificrcntlxcnn inftin£):.. 
Reafon Is the power of airaogii^, comparing^ 
and judging lioin ideas received ; iniUnA feem* 
to be a principle previous to all ideaS} and tode- 
pendent of them, implanted among the firft ila- 
Qiinaof life. Reafon does not appeal till a con- 
fiderable time after the animal is born> then Ihoots. 
forth like a tender pJant> continues to grow, uid 
as it grows acquije&frelh vigour from proper cul- 
tivation ; OK the coBtrary> inftlnA appears at once- 
in full taatanty. The range (^ teafm is un-. 
bounded, comprehending all arts and all ai^u- 
ments i inAtnA is confined ta a few aiUQles re- 
lating to the prefeivation and propagation of the 
individual. Reafon is fiibje^l to mlQakc and de-^ 
ception^ inllinfl isfurcand infallible. Manisin 
foBie cafes guided by infiintS, and brutes arCL 
fometimes conducted by the faint glimmerings of 
reafon. A thousand wonderful inftances are re- 
. corded of the lagacitjr of the elephant, the inge- 
nuiiy of the ape, the cunning of the fox, and the 
docility of the dog. We outfeLves eould produce 
fome 
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Ibme furpriling evidence in fiivour of the ar?,' 
which lies (in our opinion iinjuftly) tinder the ge- 
neral reproadi c^ ftupidJty ; but ais we have not 
room to infert a number of particulars relating to 
this fubje^, we fhall content ourfelves, and we 
hope our readers, with one furprising inftance of 
refentment and reflexion in a fioric, extrafted 
from the'Travels of Keyflcr. 

' *(How far a rational principle, mutual affec- 
tion, and comparifon of ideas, may be afcnbedto 
mimals, I will not at prcfenl determine i but af- 
fure you, diat the following adventnre of a tame 
ftork, fome years ago in the Univerfity of Tubm- 
an, is literally true : This bird lived quietly in 
ri^e court-yard, till Count Viflor Gravenitz, then 
Sfftudcht there, (hot with ball at a ftork's neft ad- 
jacent to the college, aiwl probably wounded the 
ftorlc then in it, as he was obfeived for fome 
weeks not to flir out of the neft. This happened 
in autumn, when foreign ftoiks begin their peri- 
odical emigrations. In the enfuing fpring, a ftork 
was ohferved on the roof of the college, and by iti 
incclTant chattering gave the tame ftork, walk- 
ing below in the area, to underftand, that it 
would be gUd </ its company. But this was a 
thing imprafticable, on account of its winja be- 
ing dipt i which induced the flranger with 
ths 
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the ulmoft precaution firft to come down to (he 
upper gallery, the next day ToDicthing lower, and 
at laft, after a great deal of ceremoDy, quite Jnto 
the court. The tame llork, which was con- 
Ccioiis of no harm, went to meet hiqi with a (ifft 
chceiful note, and a fincere intention of giving, 
him a friendly reception, when, to bis great fur- 
prize, the other fell upon him with the utmoll 
fury. The fpeflators prefenl^ indeed, for that 
time, drove away the foreign flork j. but this was 
fo far from intimidating hitn, that he came s^in 
ttie next day to the charge, and during Ae whole 
fummer, continual flunnilhes were iotercbanged 
between tbem. Mr. G. R. v. F. bad giveaor- 
dert that ihe tame ftorlc fliould not be affiticd, ai 
having only a Cngle antagonift to encounter : and 
by being thus obliged to Ihift forhimfelf, he came 
to ftand better on his guard, and make fuch « 
gallant defence, that ,at the end of the ounpaiga 
the ftranger bad no great advantage to boaft of. 
But next fpring, infteadof a fingle llork' came 
four, which, without any of the foregoing cere- 
monies, alighted at once in the college area, and 
dire^ly attacked tbe tame flork, who, indeed, in 
the view of ft-veral fpe^tors Handing in the gal- 
leries, performed frats even above human valour, 
if I may ufe that cxpreffion, defending bimfcif by 
^armi Nature bad given htm, with theutmoft 
bravery. 
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bravery, till at lengdi, being overpowered fay St~ 
periOT numbers, his flreogth and courage beg;an Kk 
&jr, when very luwxpe^ed' auxiliaries came ia 
to his adiflance ; aB the turlticv ducksj gctle^ 
and tbs r«ft of the fowls that were brought up in 
the courts t»' wHoni). undoubtedly, this gen- 
^ norm's mild and friendly behaviour had en- 
dieared him, withdat the feaft dread of th; dan- 
ger, formed a kind' of rampart rouod him, Hn- 
^cr the fheher of which he might make an ho- 
nourable retreat from lb unequal an encoun/et ; 
and even a peacock,' which before never could 
Rve ui fiiendfhip with him, on this emergency 
took the part of opprefied innocence, and wa*^ 
if not a true-bottomed friend^ at leaft a favourable 
judge on the Aqik's Mt, 

" Upok this, a flri£tcr watch was kept againft 
iuch traitorous incurfions of the enemy, and. a 
flop piit to more blood (he'd ;' till at laft, about 
the beginning of the third ^ring, above twenty 
fforks alighted in the court with the gieateft furyi 
and before the poor ftork's faithfrf lifc-guarda 
could form themfelvcs, or any of the people come 
in' to iits affiftance, they lieprived him of life^. 
though, by exerting his ufual gallantry, they paid 
ieu for the purchaCe^ 
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'*' Thi «ialev«tence of tbefe ftrangen againft 
this imwceBt creature could proceed front no other 
motive than the (hot fired by Count Vit^or fran 
«he cc^l^e, and which diej -douMels ii^eHei 
was -done bj^ the infl^S**''^ «f the tame ftodc** 
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pJ'QUIRlNG with tnyfelf wheretn true beau^ 
coofifts, and bow it may be attained, thebeft 
account I could find for it was trueviitue. I fcnow 
this will appear ftrangc to Tome, but I am not here 
to enter into metaphyfical difputes, or cnticilins 
on other people \ I appeal to nature, and Ihall pro- 
ceed to ddtver my opintoni 

Whek alt the Acuities of the Coal harmo- 
tiiouily confpire in their reveral operations in due 
proportion to their nature, without jarring and 
ifltcrfuptiog one anodicr, then the mind is ferenet 
and the perfon is virtuous and happy. The out- 
ward form, like an indrument tuned in concord, 
ptefents to the eye an image of this internal har- 
mony. 'Hie face never is a f<iUe glals, but 
through aritlicc and bad habits. 

What is it in exttrnal forms that excites in us 
the idea of beauty, but the harmony and delicate 
proportions c^ifervcd in the arrangement of cer- 
tain 



I Google 



fe S S A Y VIII. 



9S 



taia pHtides of matter ? But u the foul urranget 
•nd moves all m3tter> thofe harmonies and deli- 
cacies of proportion never could take place undec 
tbe influence of an imbarmonious mind. 

How amiable are the chara^en of children? 
and there are few of them coipe fo |^ of ngt, as 
to have their features didia&iy marked, but who 
appear pretty i and yet, gradually as they grow up, 
we often f» then nvuTcles convulfed by paffions, 
tiieir features turn ce^er and fkonger, and then 
their beauty £ies. 

, There is a great deal of benty omng to the 
happineis <^ birth: as for example, where the fa- 
^r ahd mother hive been well aflbrted, and lived 
a temperate U(c in peaceaadmutoallovei iafu(;]i 
a cafe, the children are fretb and vigorous, yet the 
flow of their blood and animal fpirits is oat'ifrt- 
gular i they naturally are more dilpofcd to a life of 
tranquillity and virtue, which as it does not ruffle 
the mind, the face, its image, is more, fcrei^e, _ 

] WOULD make allowances for the fiiiall^pox and ' 
other accidents of Hckncfs, or the cares and dif- 
trefTes of life that imprint thcmfelves upon the 
face. Some of thefe rather confirm than contra- 
&St our theory j and at any rate they are like 
whirlwinds. 



^ ESSAY vm. 

Whirlwinds, inundation^ earthquikes, and other 
extraorduuTy calamities, againft which no provi- 
fioo caa be madeia the ordinary courfe of human 
^SEan. Then are* howcrer, many diflrefles 
which impni beauty, for which people have them- 
li^ves to bhine, fuch as the hyfteric dilcafe. Tbit 
Indeed chiefly artfis from fome aidbituRatc acci- 
dent or fliock to the tender female voaftttnaoni 
■but fre^utntly alio from floth and idlenef*, and a 
romantic tmiginuioni where there has been na 
vf(^I ^ufine& tv.keep Ibe mind employe^ and pro- 
(MT exerctlc for the heahh of the body. The laws 
of n&ture are inflexible, the traufgrcMon of tbcia 
'"^ways proves its own piHiiJIhBietic. 

RSAinNC books oF extravagant poetiy raifei 
' correfponding tumults in the mind, as they paint 
all the paflions immoderate. Tragedies fuch as 
tlMy- frequently are, books ttf romantic h>ve, and, 
which is fifty times woife, books of romantic in- 
trigues, aTl tend to dilturb the breaft of the ten- 
der '&ir-one. As their imaginations srrc more 
lively dian ours, they are more apt to receive 
wrong impreffions, and have their tafle corrupted. 
Thus die unfortunate maid pines inwardly from a 
wounded imagination, and her corFodcd beauty 
iiSt* vibrato her folly. 
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** The malcyolence of thefe ftrangen agatnft 
<hi3 innocent creature could proceed fnxn no 
other motive chat the fhot fired by Count Vic- 
tor from the college, luid which they doubtlcfi 
fufpeScd WIS done bf die- ioftigation of die tame 
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HOWEVER vain and ridiculous the pre- 
fumption of thofe people aay appear, who 
pretend to tell fbrtuneB, and prognoflicate iiiture 
events, from the arrangement of cards, and the 
appearance of cofice-grounds-as they are whirled 
around and fettled on the fidei of the cup ; we 
will not fcruple to affirm, that the genuine art of 
Philiognomy, or Metopofcopy, is not benea^ 
the conltderation and even the &udy of a philo- 
Ibpber ; for though it will not teach us to prog- 
nofticate particular events, it muft be of confi- 
dcrable fervJce in helping us to difcern the pre- 
dominant palBons, the vices, the views^ and, in 
a word, the natural difpofition of thofe with whom 
we may have connexions and concerns. This 
inference we draw from a thorough conviflion, 
that the looks of men in general are ftrongly 
at&^ii, and even modelled, by particular habits 
of thinking ; and that different cbaraders t^ the 
mind are ufually diftinguiflicd by peculiar con- 
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formations and complexions of the body. A Tub- 
tie Italian politician, famous for difcovering the 
hidden fentimcnts of the heart, even when wrap- 
pcd in the thickeft cloak of dilEmulation, uled 
carefully to furvcy the featuresof the perfon whoCe 
tlioughts he wanted to develops and mimic their 
difpofition in his own face; an expedient that 
never failed to fuggeft the ideas which corref- 
|K>nded with that caft of countenance. Every- 
body has heard the indance of the phiflognomift 
Z<^ynis» who having examined the face of 
Socrates, pronounced him a dunce and a liber- 
tine. This arlift being ridiculed by thofc who 
were well acqminted with this fage's wifdom and 
continence, Socrates reprehended them for their 
tnirth, and owned he was naturally fuch as the phi- 
!iognomifl had declared, bu^that he had corrected 
the rices of his nature by the exercife of reafoo 
and hard lludy. Another profelTor of metopof- 
copy having viewed a portrait of Hippocrates, 
pronounced nearly the fame (entence againft that 
&tber of medicine, and was in danger of being 
roughly handled by his difctples, until they were 
undeceived by ^thcir malter, who alfo had can- 
dour enough to acknowledge his own natural de- 
feats. Pliny, in mentioning the excellency of 
the painter Apellcs, affirms, that he ftruck the 
likenefs of men fo cxa<£Hy, that a phifiognomift, 
F^ by. 
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by Icotcing at them, could difcover the age of 
the peribns rcpre&nted, aad efcn ^ndifi die 
number of years tiiey had to live. John, fir- 
nanied the P'sarless, Dulce of Burgundy, 
being taken prifoner in the battle of Nicopolis, 
fought between the Impciialifts and the Turks, 
was upon the brink of being put to death, by 
order of the viflor Sultan Bajazc^ when a Turkilb 
phifiognoinift faved his life, by alTuring the SuJ- 
tan, that from an accurate inrpedion of the pn- 
foner, he could plainly perceive, that if John was 
difmif&d, he would occafion a vafi cflulion of 
blood and many cruel wars among the Chriftians. 
This predidion, however, we muft receive with 
fome grains of allowance, though related as a 
fea by Henterus in his Hiftory of Burgundy. 
We are told by Paulus Jovius, that Antonio 
Tiberio, a native of Cefena, and a very famous 
phifiognomift, prognofticated to Guido Balneo, 
the great favourite of Pandulfo Malatefla, a tyrant 
of Arimini, that he would be deprived of life by 
an intimate friend of his own. He likewife 
warned Pandulpho, that he would be expelled 
from his country, and die in extreme mifery. 
Both events happened according to the prcdi^ion | 
Guido was put to death by the tyrant, who, in his 
turn, died in exile, wretchedly poor, and aban- 
doned by all the world. St. Gregory of Nazi- 
aoMD, 



D,g,n:^i t, Google 



ESSAY VIII. 97 

linzen. Teeing Jiiian the Apoftate, when he was 



B young man, at Athem j after having a 
Jy viewed his face and appearance, exdaimet), 
" O what mifchief will that youth occ^fioii to 
the Roman empire!" St. Charles of Boronieo 
paid fuch regard to the phifiognomy, that he 
would admit none into his family and fervice but 
pcrfons of unblemifbed make and agreeable afpeci, 
faying, « that beautiful fouls generally dwelt in 
beautiful bodies." This general rule, however, 
is ngt without numerous exceptions. The Je- 
fuit NiCETDS being reputed the bell phifio|,no- 
jnift who hath committed his rules to writing, 
ve fhall fpccify fome of them, for the entertain- 
ment of the curious i and every reader may com- 
pare them with the refult of his own observations. 

" A MAN of zfanguine or gay £fpafttUn ii 
diflinguifhed by a ^ir fmooth fkin, large mufcles, 
quick growth, agility, plentiful fweats, a fiorid 
complexion, red hair, pleafing afpe^ regular 
features, a llrong clear and agreeable tone of 
voice, a llrong full jpulfe, found and long keep- 
ing, plealing dreams of dancing, riding, or flying. 
His conflitution is hot and moiftj his health 
various i his life long. His virtues confiil in 
meekncfs, ailability, gtuitiulei and urbanity : 
F 3; the 
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the vices incideot to this difpofitioa are, loqud-- 
city, ficlclenefs, breach of faiih, lying, luft, uid 
inconllancy, la point of genius, he is volatilcj 
capricious, aad aveife to Audj;. 

*' The chaliric or fiery dt/fofii'ian is known 
by a lean habit, agility, a rigid libre,, dufky fkin^ 
ihort curled hair, fmall head, little eyes^ (jtiiclc 
pace, rough tongue, fcanty fecretion of fpittJe, s 
brawn yellowifli eomplexion, a quick hafty voicc> 
a vehement hard frequent pulfe, fhort and inters 
rupted ileep^ turbulent dreams of wau and quar- 
rels. His conftixution is hot and di-y, Bis health 
good, and life of a rcalbnaUe length. His vir- 
tues confift in diligence, ftrength, vigilance, and 
conflancy. With rcfpea to vkes,hc is irafcible; 
quarreUbme, apt to indulge hatred, ambitiouSy 
boadful, importunatci impolite, aad invidious. 
His genius is keen, penettatiDg, and lagacious,. 

" Ths phlegmatic difpofttien is attended with 
bLJk, fullnefs, a great deal of fpittle and nwcus 
but no drought, grey hairs betimes, fmall blood- 
veflels, flow digeflioni a white jolly fleek effe- 
minate countenance, a Iharp quick fqueaking 
voice, a How deliberate equal pulfe, fpcet eaf/ 
long flecps ; dreams of water, or moift objefls-. 
His conflitution is cold and moiHj bis health in- 
di&rent^ 
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difl«rent, and life (hort- In point of virtue, he is 
meek, quiet, and inoflenfive in converfation. As 
to vice, he is idle, flothrul, luxurious, and im- 
polite i and with xe(^^ to genius, he is dull, 
and flow of comprcbeiifion. 

" He that inherits a melancholic or terrene 
difpBjitim has a fmall body, beardlefs thin A\y 
rough fltin, and hard bone?, a grey dufky leaden 
dejcdled countenance, a low quivering fearful 
voice, a flow fmall hard pulfe, troubled flecp, 
melancholy dreams of the dead. His conRliUff 
tion is cold and dry, his heaJib very bad, and hit 
life of Ibort duration. The virtues of this dif- 
polition are, fidelity^ liability, and prudence ', but 
this more remarkable in youth than in old age, 
TTie vices are, fullen iile;nce, avarice, obftinacy, 
and a fufpicious temper. The genius is profound, 
pcrfevering, and mature. 

« Strength or body is known by fiifFhair, 
large bones, fwelling firm and robufl limbs, fliort 
mufcular iKck, firm and ercd; the hind-h:adbroad 
and high, the fore-head fliort hard and peeked, 
with briftly hair j targe feet, rather thick than 
broad; {ual voice, and choleric co[»- 

plexion, 
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" Wkakncss op BOD7 Is diftinguilbed hy m 
fmatl ill-proportioned bead, narrow flrauldcrs, fiift 
flun> and melancholy complexton. 

" The figns of Ung life are, ftrong teeth, a (an- 
guine temperament, middle ilature, krge deep 
and ruddy lines in the hand, large mukles, ftoop- 
ing (houidcrs, full cheft, firm flefli, clear com- 
plexion, flow growth, wide ears, large ejelids, and 
the hollow of the navel et^ually wide at top and 
bottom. 

" Short Lirz may be infijrred from a thicfe 
tongue, the appearance of grinders before the age 
of puberty, thin Arxggling and uneven teeth, coni- 
fufed lines in the hand, quick but fmall growth, the 
lower part of the navel wider than the brioij and 
a mebncholy temperament. 

"A GOOD CEKiusmay becxpe£tedrroma&ia 
fkin, middling flature> blue light eyeE> fair com- 
flexion, fttaight iuid preiiy flrong hair, large hands, 
and fingers, an affable afped, the eye -brows joined, 
moderation itv mirtlv an open ftont, the temples 
a little concave, and the bead fhaped like a mallet. 

* « A BUKCE may be known by a fwdn neck^ 

plump arms fides an(l loiosj a round head concave 

behind 
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' behind, a large flelhy forehead, pale eyes, dead 
heavy look, fmall joints, fnuiBiog noftrils, prick- 
ears, pronenefs to laughter, little hands, an ilUpro- 
rioncd head, either too big or too little, blubber 
lips, ihort fingers, and thick legs. 

" Foi.TiTijDB may be guefled from a wide 
jBioutb, a fonorous voice, grave flow and always 
equal, upright pofture, large eyes, pretty open and 
iledfeft, the hair high above the forehead, the head 
pretty much comprefled or flattened, the forehead 
Iquare and high, the extremities large and robuft, 
the neck firm, though not flcfliy, a large corpu- 
^nt cheft, and brown coili[Jexiont 

*'BoLDNE«s is charafterifed by a prominent 
mouth, rugged appearance, rough forehead, ardieil 
eye-brows, large noftrils and teeth, (hort necic, big 
arms* ample cheft, fquarc Qioulders, and figward 
•fpea. 

** Prudence is generally diftinguilhed by an 
bead flat on the fides, a broad fquare forehead, a lit- 
tle concave in the middle,a foft voice, large cheft, 
. -thin hair, large eyes, either blue brown or black, 
. pretty largeeart, and an aquiline note. 

" A GOOD MEMOKY is commonly attached to 

tbofe pcifons who are fmaltcr, yet better formed in 

r 5 ihc 



,:,.„„.-., ..,Got>gL- 



io» E s s A V vra. 

upper than in die loner parts, not &t but flelh^, of 
a fair delicate flcin, with the poll of the head unco- 
vered, crooked nofe, teeth thiclc fct, large cars^ 
with plenty of cartilage. 

**A BADMEMOS.T 1) oblcrvabie in perfons who- 
are larger in their fuperior than inferior parts, 
flefliy, though dry and bald. N. 5. This isexpreft^ 
contrary to the remark vf Ariftotle,- who fays^ 
that the fuperior parts being hrger, than the infe*-' 
rior fignifya good memory, indvktvayd, 

*'AcooD iMACiHArtottiituIthimghtful£/po- 
Jitien is dillinguilhed by a Urge prominent fore^ 
head, a 6xcd and attentive look, fiow refpirattoiif. 
and an inclination of the bead. 

"PsRsoNS who cn}oyaf^o«(^^A/ have generally 
black thick flraight eye-laflies, large buflijr. 
eye-brows, concave eyes, contrafled as it were 
inwards. 

**ShoRt-sightbd pBOPLBhaveafternorear* 
fieft look, fmall (hort eyc-biows, large pupils, and 
prominent eyes. 

"Those who poScfs thifinfe ef hearing in per- 
fection, have ears well furoiOKd with griffle, well 
channeUcd, and hairy. 

«Thi 
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« Tmfenfe ef fmelltng is moft pcrfca in thofe 
who have large nofes, dcfcending very near the 
month, neither too moift nor too Arf, 

*< A sici faculty aftafting is peculiar to fuch as 
have a fpongy poroiM foft tongue, well moiftened 
vridi faliva> yet oot too moid:. 

•< Delicacy in tht touch belongs to thoA who 
bare a loft fkin, fenllble nerve^ and nervous 
finews moderately warm and dry. 

** Irascibility is accompanied by an ere^ 
pofture, a dear (kin, folemn voice, open noHrils 
moift temples diTpIaying fupcrficial veins, duclc 
neclc, equal ufe of both hands, quick pace, blood- 
flkot eyes, large unequal ill-raoged teeth, and 
choleric complexion. 

** TiMOKOUSKESS refldes where we find a can> 
cave nape of the neck, pale colour, weak wink- 
ing eyes, foft hair, long (lender neck, fmooth 
plump breaft, fhrill tremulous voice, fniall 
round mouth, thin lips, broad thin hands, and 
fmall fliambling feet. 

" Melancholy is denoted bya wrinkledfront, 
dejcdcd eyes, meeting eye-brows, flow pace, 
fixed look, and deliberate refpiration. ' 

F6 "An 
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" An mureut £jfpfitit» m«f be knownby a £ur 
flender ^e, a redunduicy of hair, rougli teinplcSr 
broad fbMhead, gracious look, moid Quningcjvs, 
wide noftnJs, narrow fliouldcrs,. hziry hands aoA 
Kms, logs well Oia^ and &Rewy. 

** Gaiett attends a ferene open forchea<^ raf; 
agreeable countenance, a Cwcet muJical- tone of 
voice,, an agile body^ and fgit flcOu 

*< Entv appears wiA a' wrinkled ferehcady 
frowning deje^d and fquinting look, a pale me-- 
lancboly afpef^ a drj rough (kin,: and hard bones.- 

** Irtrepiditt of^n relides in a Iball body^ 
widi red curled hair, ruddy countenance, fquare 
forebeadr frowning eye-brows arched and meet- 
ing, rolling eyes, bhieoryellowiOi, alargemoutb,i 
andreddtlb lines in the palm of the hand: 

*' GsNTLZNEMf w cmnjikctncf, may be diffin-- 
guilhe^ by a f<^t and moift palm, frequency oE 
fhutting ^e eyes, foft raovement,. flow rpeech>. 
foft ilraight and red hair. 

"Bashfulm£1s taxf be difcovcred by raoiff 

eyes, never wide <^b, eye-brows frequcndy 

lowered, bluQiing cheeks, moderate pace, flow 

and 



Kii (uhmiC&ve fpeecb, bent body, ajid gtowing 
can of a purple hue. 

** Tkufehakce, er Jilriityj is accompanied 
with an equal rcfplration, a moderate lizcd mouth, 
.fmoodi temples, eyes of an ordinary lizc, cither 
&ir or azure, and a Oxoit £at belly, 

'* STRSMGTHd^miWisfignifiedb^redciA'Ied 
hair, a finall body, ftiining eyes, but a liltle de- 
prelled, a grave intenle voice, bufliy beard, large 
broad back and Ihoulders. 

*' Pride fiandtconfel£:d with arched eye-brows, 
large prominent mouth, a broad cbeft, flow pace, 
erected head, fhru^ing ihoulders, and flaring 
eyes. 

« Luxury dwells wirii a ruddy or paliOi com- 
pleuoD, downy temples, bald pate, little eyes, 
thick neck, corpulent body, large nofe, ftruttlng 
belly, thin eye-brows, and hands covered wiA a 
kind of down. 

**■ Loquacity may be expe<9ed from a 
bdhy beard, broad fingers, pointed tongue, eyes 
of a ruddy hue, a large prominent upper lip, a 
downy belly, and iharp-pmnted nofe. 

« PlRViaai. 
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*' Pertersincss may be dreaded when w» per- 
ceive a high forehead, Jirm ihort thick im- 
OKiveable neck, quick fpccch] immoderate laugh" 
ter, fiery eyes, Ihort flelhy hands and fingers. 

♦•Impudence may be inferred from fiery 
fiaring eyes, eager look, circular forehead, round 
ruddy countenance, elevated chcftj flat oofe, and 
loud laughter." 
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OF all vulgar errors uid idle refnulES, that 
of FaTcinadoiHorthc Evil Eye, it the moft 
common, and perhaps the moft ancient. This 
fpccics of fupcrftition generally prevailed among 
the Romans, as we learn from the teAimony of 
PItny> Plutarch, Aulus Gellius, and others^ not 
forgetting the hackneyed line of Virgil, 

Nefcie quit Untres ttulus mlhifafdnat agntt. 

Plot AKCi^ who bcftows adialogue expreftlyon 
diis fubje^ gives ut to undcrffand, that the con-< 
celt of Falbination was derived ftom the moft re- 
mote intiquity. In Greece it was common in 
dw time of Ariftotlc, who obferrct in one of hi* 
problems, that the herb rue was accounted a fpeci- 
fic againft Falctnation, To the prepolTedioa of 
lb many ages, we may add the fufirage of many 
learned men, iheologiUs as well as phyficians. 

' For thefe realbns, a man at firlt fight who 

baRlj fgllowf th« rules of common criticifcn, 

would 
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would believe that FaJcination reallj exifted, anif 
even look upon it as a flagrant piece of raflt 
prefumption to deny that which at all time» 
hath been adopted by the common confent of 
all nations : but w^ who know the facili^ with 
which a falfc opinion is communicated from one 
perfon to another, and laugh at the common 
notions of the multitude, pcrflcfe, thank heaven! a 
mind quite free from either the fear or veneration, 
which the ofuniwis of the vulgar ufually infpire^ 
iod altogether unreftrained by the audiority of 
*gl£%y or the confent of nations. On the con* 
vary, we arc periuaded that the whole do&ine 
of Falcination it a mere fable, produced and nou- 
rifhed among ignorant, rude, and fuperllitious 
people, and afterwards communicated throu^ 
want of refie£Koa to peifoo* (^ gteatct cap*- 
tity. 

Fascination is fuppded to be Ac aSdoa of 
injuring any pcifon by a glance of the eye i but 
it is commonly imagined, as a nccellary circum* 
ftancc, tiiat the f;ilcinator muft look at the per- 
. Ion ^cinated with an emotion of envy. Beau- 
tiful children aie diought to be the moft expofeil 
to this damage, becaule the tendcrneis of their 
conftitution is more capable of receiving a ma- 
lignant imprclSoa, and theif beauty cscitcs the 
eavj 
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taty of the bdic^rs. Some fuppofe, that not 
only envy, but likewife love rometimes producei 
Che £iine cife<£l, which i« likewilc occaltoned by 
Itraifuig as well u by looking upon the obje^ 

Plain and obvioHB it it, that acc<»ding to 
^nd philolbpby, neither the one nor the other 
can make the leoft impreffion. The eye>Jight it 
Dot aAivc, but confined within its proper organ, 
which receives the pi^ures from the objcA, but 
4en<ls nothing to it in return : neither da wordt, 
either of praile or difparagetnent, poflcfi any 
^yiical power of a^on^ having nothing bat 
<t)« fignificatittn or intentional reprcfentation 
•which hath been affixed to Ihem hy the arbitraiy 
will of mankinds therefore »U that has been &id 
(pf ^'afbinatjoa is a mete chimcni. 

Amoho the medical authors who treat of this 
fubje^, Vallisfufpe^s that the error arifes from 
this circumftance: That bandfome, healthy, and 
flefliy children are the moft fubjedl to be feized 
with fome dangerous indifpoTition ; in confirma- 
tion of which be quotes an aphorifin from 
Hippocrates : Habitus^ qui ad fujomum heni^ 
tatit ptrtingitf pericuUfut ift ; and that of Gor- 
ttdaw Celfiis :- ^i xitiditris fiHu fimt^ fufpt&a 
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hna, fua hahrt dehtnt, '* Now (fajrs be) 
the vulgar being ignorant of this rule in medi- 
cine, or this law of nature, impute the fudden 
tranfition &om health to ficlcnefs in fitch children, 
to the evil eye of thofe who look upon them." 
Whether thcli; two ^'hoiifms be true or fal(e> 
certain it is thejr are here milappUed bjr Vallis ; 
£rft, becaufe neither Hippocrates nor Cetfin iv/% 
that, in this ftate of perfedl health, the tranfitio« 
to dillemper is fudden; and fecondly, bccaufe 
both are equally applicable to adula and chil- 
dren, and thus are genenilly underQood by phyG- 
cians. Nor, in fiifi^do we bclievetfaatjthisfuddea 
failure of health in children is ^quent : if it hap* 
pens oftcncr in them than in adults, it ought to 
be attributed to the lendcrnefs and httle ftrength 
of the fibres, which, being incapable of making 
much refinance, may, from various caufcs, in- 
ternalai^wcU as external, fuddenly lole their 
tone. This, oo doubt, is the moft probable 
caufe of iboie fudden changes ; whereas that of 
the influence of evil eyes i» totally improbable, 
not. only for the rcafons we have already givent 
but alio ftwr this we are' going to add. 

. Were the common notion true, thofe children 

vould be the moft frequently fali:inatcd v/ho an 

nioft lilcely to excite envy j I mean the children tA 

oobleoKa 
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noblemen and opulent perfons^ who generally ap- 
pear the moft neat, joll}'> dean, handfbmc, and 
richly clothed : whereas the contrary is evident ; 
£)r diofe who mod generally complain of their 
children being bewitched, are poor low creatures. 
Indeed the cafe is very plain. As they take lets 
care of them, and frequently expoTe them to the 
weather, to extreme cold, and exceffive heat, as 
well as many other inconveniences, they muft of 
courlc be more fubjedt to thofe fudden accidents. 
Neverthclefs, with rcfped to the children of the 
gentry, other cavfes m'ay give rife to this fupcrlli- 
tious belief. We have beard of a lady, who, in her 
childhood, never went to church without being 
taken with fome dilorder. The icalbn was, that, in 
drcding ber for the occafion, they tied her gar- 
ments fo flrak as toimpede the circulation of the 
blood. This caufe, in a little time, produced 
the indifpofition we have mentioned j the reafo4 
pf which Ihe very well knew, and did npt fail n 
lament : but it could never be driven out of the 
heads of the fervants, that when flie appeared in 
public, with the additional circumftances of bcau^ 
and rich apparel, ihe always fullered by an evil 
eye. 

Wb cannot help obfcrving, that the common 
precauttoa taken agaiplt an evil eyi^ by hanging 
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round the necki of diiJtlreii a little band made of 
3et,orothcriigure)(ignifyingderirionandc(mteinpCt 
in order to defend them from the evil influence 
of envious eyes, is inherited by lawful fucceffioa 
from the fuperftitton of the Gentiles. 

Among the multitude of ridicukwe dcitiev 
which the Romans adored, there was one ca]le<l 
Fascino, upon whom they conferred that nanw, 
becaufc tbey believed him capable of proteding 
perfons from the power of Falcinatkm^ The 
image of this, ctiyinity^ who was exccffiyejj ugljr 
ind extremely ri<£ciilaM, they not only hung co^ 
tt» oedBS of Acir io^ts, bvt even fixed to thoit 
triumphal chariots ; peifuaded that tholi: who ap* 
peared in all the gloi; of ft triumph, were, asob- 
jeifis of the moft rancorous envy, under the ne- 
oeffity of havingfome fuch prote&ion. The confer- 
mity of the rites Ibews, that the cuiVom of thele 
days toot its origin from the piaSice of antiquity. 

Thx argument which tlie patrons of Falcination 
ufe in favour of diis opinion, by alledging the 
fteams or noxious effiuvia . which proceed from 
fi>me bodies, is of no weight nor confequence 
to the fubjed : firft, becaufi; the motion of thefe 
offiuiria does not depend upon the fenle erf' feeing ; 
• for be that » po&flcd.of tbeCe efituvia will not 
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^il to fend them fortii, whether be does or does 
not look upon any objefl : fccondly, becaule the 
courie of them docs not depend upon the afFeSion 
of envy, or of love i bdt folcly on the internal or 
external heat by which they are agitated, and ex- 
haled from the body. It nay be faid, perhaps, 
that there is one particular kind of poifonous ef* 
fluvia, which flows from the eyes only : but this 
is a new fyftem of phyfics, invented at pleafure^ 
for no other purpofe than to fupport the other fa- 
ble. But, granting thatth^ pores of the eyes ard 
the only conduits for thefe effluvia, as foon as 
drey come forth, they mull be difperfed in the dr^ 
cumambient air, lilce all other effluvia, inllead oF 
going in a ftraight line to the obje A of vidw. Th£ 
a£lion of looking can i^cvcr iireQ. diem to th« 
objed, becaule, as we have already hinted, that 
adion is immanent, (o . ufe the terms of phildfo'- 
phy: in other words, it has no effe^ outwardtj 
but ii wholly exerted within the organ of fight. 

With rcfpefl to the other argument, founded 
on various examples of birds being killed, and 
mhrors broken, merely by being looked uponby 
tbofe who poflels this taheren: venom, we Atall an- 
fwer them in the words of Vallis, mtrm Ttug^ ■ 
aurte fabula, 

ESSAY 
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T TAKE the liberty to communicate to thv 
public, A kw loole thoughts upon a Cub- 
jt£t, vhicb> though often handled, has not yet^ 
in my opinion, been fully difcufled : I mean 
National Concord, or Unanimity, which, in 
this kingdom, has been generally confidered as a 
bare polEbility, that exifted nowhere but in fpe- 
culation. Such an union is, perhaps, neither to 
be expe£led nor wilbed for, in a country whofe 
liberty depends rather upon the genius of the peo- 
ple, than upon any precautions which they have 
taken in a conftituiional way for die guard and 
pre&rvation of this inellimable blefilng. 

Thbsb is a veryboneftgcntleman with whom 
I have been acquainted thefe thirty years, during 
which there has not been one fpeech uttered 
againlt the MiniAry in parliament, nor a flrug- 
gleat an elciflion for a burgefs to ferve in the Houfe 
of Commons, nor a pamphlet publiffaed in t^po- 
fition to any meaTurcAf the Adminiftration, nor 
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even a private cenrure pailed in his hearing upoo' 
die mlfcondudt of any perfonconccrn«l in public 
9fF>irs, but he is immediately alaxmed, and loudly 
exclaims againft fuch fo£lious doings', in order to 
let the peo[de by the ears togedier at fuch a deli- 
cate jun^ure. " At any other time (fays he) 
fiichoppolition might not be improper, and I don't 
queftioD the fa£ts that arc aliedgL'd j but at this, 
crifis. Sif} to inflame the nation !— the man de- 
feives to be punifhed as a traitor to his country." 
Ina word, according to this Gentleman's opinion, 
the nation has been in a violent crifis at any time 
thefe thirty years % and were it poiSblc for bim to 
live another century, he would never find any pe- 
riod at which a man might wi^ fafety impugn the 
infallibility of a Miniftcr. 

The cale is no more than this : My honcll 
fiiend has invefled his whole fortune in the Stocks, 
OR Government fecurity, and trembles at every 
nhilF of popular difcontent. Were every Britifli 
fubje£l of the fame tame and timid difporition. 
Magna Charta (to ufe the coarfe phrafe of Oliver 
Cromwell) would beno more regarded by an am- 
bitious Prince than Magna F — ta, and the Liber- 
tics of England expire without a groan. Oppo- 
.litioR, when retrained within due bounds, is the 
Jidubrious gale that ventilates the opinions of the 
. people, ^ 
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p«^, which taigbt otbehMfe flagnate into At 
moft sbjea-fubintftBA. It may be Taid to purify 
the atmo^here of pdidct ; to dtfpel (be gro& 
tapours ratTcd by the mfioetict of Minifterid ar- 
tifice and corruption, imiS] tfi« GonfiiMtibn, Hfce 
a mighty rock, ftands Rill difclofed to the view' 
rf every tifdivtdual who dwrfU w?thin (he fliafc 
of its ptoteflion. Even wfttn this gale blowt 
with augmented violence, it generally tends to the 
advantage of the Common wtalth : it aWaltes the 
jpprchenfion, andconfcqucntly arotrics iril tfaefa^ 
culdcs of the pilot at the heltn, who redoubleii htl 
vigilance and cautioil, 'exerts his uttnoftikill, and, 
becoming acquainted with the ilaturt 6S the navi- 
gation, in a Kttle time learns to fuit his canvals to 
the roughnefs of the fea, and the trim of the vef- 
k\. Without thefe intervening fiorms of Qppo- 
lition to excrcife his faculties, he would become 
enervate, negligent, and prefumptuous ; aiid, 
in the wantonncfs of his power, trufiing to {bme 
deceitful calm, perhaps hazud a {Icp that would 
Hreclc the Conftitution . Yet there is a meafure 
in all things. A moderate froll will fertilize the 
glebe with nitrous particles, and deflroy the eggs 
of pernicious infefls, that prey upon the fancy of 
die year : but if this frofl; increafes in feverity and 
duration, it will chill the feeds, and even freeze 
up the roou of vegetables j it will check, the 
bloom* 
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Uoom, ai'? the buds, suid bUfl all the promfTc of 
the fpring. The vernri brcefcc that driires the 
frt^ before it, that brufhes thecobwcbs from Ae 
lioaghs, that fens the air and fofters vcgetatioo, if 
aogDiented to a tempelV, wJlUlripthe leaves, over- 
throw the tree, and defolate the garden. TTie 
aufpicious gale before which the trim Veflel plows 
the bofom of the lea, while the mariners are 
kept alert tn duty and in (pirits, if converted to a 
hurricane, overwhelms the crew with terror and 
vonfiifion. The Jails are rent, the cordage 
cracked, (he mafts give way ; the mafter eyes the 
4iavock with mute<le^air^ and the velTcl founders 
in the ftorm. Opp<^ition, when confined with- 
in its proper channel, fweeps away thofe beds of 
Jbil and banks of fand which corruptive power had 
gathered ; hut when it overflows its banks, and 
deluges the plain^ its courfe is marked by ruin asd 
devaflatioRi 

THEOppotitionneceRarytnafrec StatelilcethaC 
of Great Britain, is not at all incompatible with 
<hat National Concord which ought to unite the 
fieeple on all emergencies in which the general 
fafcty is at ftake. It is the jealoufy of patriotifin, 
not the rancour of party ; thewanntfa of candajr, 
not the virulence of hate } a tranlieni dilute 
among fneiids, not an imE^acable feud, that ad- 
Vol. I. G mits 
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nit* of no reconcUucion. The faiftory of aS ' 
aget teems with the fatal vSeSta of internal dif- 
•cord i and were hiftory and tradition annihilated, 
-common fenfe would plainly point out the mif- 
chiefs that muft arife from want of harmony and 
national union. Every fckool-boy can have le- 
xourfe to the (Ms of the rods, which, whea . 
united in a bundle, no flrength could bend ; but - 
when fepaiated into-iinglc twigSt a -child could ■ 
hfcak. with cafe. 
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J HAVE -Ipent the greater part of tay Ytk in 
making obfcrvations oa men and thing!!, and 
Sn projc^ng fchenies for the advantage of my 
■country ; and though my labours have met with 
an ungr«eful return, I will flill perCft In my en- 
deavours for its fervice, like that venerable, un- 
■fliafcen, and neglefled patriot Mr. Jacob HEWRr- 
■QUEz, who, though of the Hebrew nation, hath 
■exhibited a (hining example of Chriflian fortitude 
«nd pericvcrancc*. And here myconfcicncturges 
■me to confeTs, that the hint upon which the fol- 
lowing propofels arc tuiit, was taken from an 
advcrtifement of the faid patriot HfiNRiQaflt, in 
which he gives the public to undcrftand, that 
JHeavcn had indulged him with "feven bleilcd 

" A man vrell kaomn at this pcricx] (1761), as well as 
■during many .prectding years, for die numerous fchemes he 
was daily offering to various Minifters for the puipofe of 
rai'fing money by loans, paying off the national incum- 
trances.&c. tec. none of which, however, were ever known 
lohare^-eceiTedlhe linallell nouce. 

G a daugh- 
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daught^ra." Blefled thejr are, no doubt, on account 
.of their own and their Other's vinues ; but more 
bleiled mtf they be, if the Tchcme I •offer fliouU 
(be adopud b; the Legiflature. 

The proportion Which fhe number of femalei 
tiorn in thele kingdoms bean to the male children. 
is, I think, fuppolcd to be as thirteen t« iour- 
tcen : but as women ^re Jiot Jo fubjefi m the 
other Tex to accidents and intemperance^ in Slum- 
bering adults we Ihall .find the balance -on the Cc- 
inale fide. Ifi in. calculating the HuiabsrE of the 
people, we take in the multitudes ihat emigrate 
to the Plantations, from whence they never re- 
turn, thofc that die at fca .and make their exit at 
Tyburn^ together with ihe fonfumption of the 
prefent war by ii;a and land in the Atlantic, Me- 
diterranean, in the German and Indian Oceans, 
in Old France, New France, North America, 
the jLeeward Iflands, Germany, Africa, and Afia, 
we ■any f^rljf Aate the lofs of men during the war 
at one hundred thoufand. If this be the cafe, 
thpre mull be » fuperplus^ the other fex amount- 
ing to the fame number, and this fuperpLus will 
cor^ifl of women able to bear arms ; as I t^ke it 
for granted, ^at all .thofe whojire fit In bear chil- 
dren are likewile fit .to bear arms. Now as we 
have feen the nation governed by old women, I 
hope to make appear that it may be defended by 
young 
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young women i and (areiy this fcheme will not be 
rejeacd as unnecef&rj at fuch a junflurc *, when 
OUT armies in the four quarters of the globe are 
in want of recruits ;. when we find' ourfelvcs en-. 
tangled in a new war with Spain, on the eve of a 
rupture in Italy, and indeed in a fair way of be- 
ing obliged to maice head againft alt the gr<»t 
Potentates of Europe. 

But, before I unfold my &Cign,- it may be 
Deceflary to obinate, from experience as well as ar- 
gument tile objections which m»y be made to 
llie delicate frame and tender difpoiitton of the 
female fex rendering them incapable of the toils, 
and infuperably averfe to the horrws of wax. All 
the world hac heaitl of the natioa' of Amazons, 
n^oinhabited the banks of the river Thermo- 
doon in Cappadocia ; who expelled their men by 
force of arms, defended themfelves by their own 
prowefs, managed the reins of government, pro- 
(ccuted [be operations in war, and held the other 
fcx in the utmoft contempt. We are informed 
by Homer, that Penthefilca, queen of the Ama- 
zons, a<3ed as auxiliary to Priam, and fell vali- 
antly fighting ill his caufe before the walls of 
Troy. Quintus Curtius tells us, that Thaleflris 
brought one hundred armed Amaions in a prefcnc 
•In the year lySt, 
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to Alexander the Great. Diodonis Siculus n^ 
prefsly lays, there was a nation of female war- 
riors in Africa, who fought againll the Lybiaii' 
Hercules. We read in the Voyages of Colum- 
bus, that one of the Caribbee Iflands was pof— 
fefled by a tribe of female warriors^ who kept alt 
the neighbouring Indians in awe; but we need. 
not go further than our own age and country to- 
prove, that the fi»rit and conAitution of the fair- 
fcx arc equal to the dangers and fatigues of war. 
Every novice who has read the authentic and im» 
portant Hillory of the Pirates, is well acquainted, 
with the exploits of uvo heroines, called Mary. 
Read and Anne Bohnt. I myfelf have had the- 
honour to drink with Anne Cassier, alias Mo- 
TKBR Wade, whohad diilinguifhedherfelf among. 
the Buccaneers of America, and in her old age kept 
a punch-houfe in Port-Royal of Jamaica. 1 
have lihewifc converfed with Moll Davis, who 
had feived as a dragoon in all queen Anne's wars». 
and was admitted on the penfion of Chelfea.. 
The late war with Spain, and even the prefcnt, 
hath produced inftaiKes of females enlifting both.- 
in the land and fea fcrvicc, and behaving withs 
jemarkable bravery in the diiguife of the othtP 
fex. And who has not heard of the celebrated 
Jeknv Cameron, and fome other cnlerprifing 
■ ladies of North-Britain, who attended a cenain. . 

AdxCEk- 
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JUventurer in all his cxpedtiicns, and- headed 
their lefpcaiv* clans in a military charwiter ( 
Thar ftrength of body is often ci^ual to the cou- 
rage of miifd implanted in the fair fex, will not 
be denied by thofe who have ken the water- 
women of Plymouth ; the female drudges of 
. Iieland, Wales, and Scotland i the fiOiwomDa 
of Billing%ate j the wecders^ podders, and 
faoppers, who fwarm in the fields i and the 
hunters who fwagger in the Qrccts of London ^ 
not to mention the indefatigable trulls who fol- 
low the camp, and keep up with the line of 
Buxch, though loaded with bantlings and^ other 



Thers is fcarcdy a flreet in this metropolis 
without one or more viragos,, who difcipline 
their hufbands and domineer over the whole 
aeighbourhood< Many months are not elapfcd 
' fince I was witnefs to a pitched battle between 
tavo athletic females, who fought with equal ikiU 
and fury until one of them gave out, after hav- 
ing fuilaincd feven falls on the hard llones,- 
They were both ftripped to the under- petticoat ; 
their brealls were carefully fwathed with hand- ' 
kerchiefs, and as no veftiges of features were to 
I;e fcen in either when I came up, 1 imagined the. 
combatants were c^ the other lex| until a by- 
G. 4 ftander- 
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ftander Jifliired me of the contraiyr giving me- tir 
nnderfland,. that the cenquerw had lain-m aboiC/ 
five wcekt of twin baftardi, begot by her feJ 
condy who was a» IriOi chairman. When 1 
lee the- avenues of tb& Strand bcfet every night 
widi troops of fierce Amazon^ wbo, with drea^I- 
ful iniprecationi,' flop and beat and plunder paT" . 
iengets, I cannot help wifhing, diat fuch mar- 
tial talents were coflverted to the benefit of die 
public f and' that thofe who are Co Ibadcd witb 
temporal fire, and fo little afraid ot etcrn^ fir^ 
fbould, inftead of ruining the (bah and bodies 
of their fellow-citiaen^ be put in a way of 
turning their deftru^ve qualities againft the 
eiKmies of the nation.. 

Hatikg thus dimonftrated that (be fair Iht 
are not deficient in Arengtfa and' relblution) I 
would humbly prapok^ that as there is an ex- 
cels on their fide in quantity to the amount of 
one hundred' thoufand, part of that number may 
be employed in recruiting the army, as well' as 
in raifing thirty new Amazonian regiment^ !» 
be commanded by females^ and ferve in regi- 
mentals adapted to their (ex. The Amamos 
of old appeared with the left breaft bare, an open 
jacket, and trowfcrs Aat delcended no farther 
than the knee j the tight breafi:: was deftroyed,. 
that 
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iBat it might not impede them in bending the 
bow, or darting the javelin ; but there is no oc* 
ca^on for this cruel exciAon in the prefent dif- 
cipline, as we have feen inAances of women 
who handle the mufquet, without iuiding anj in- 
convenience from that protuberance. 

As the fex love gaiety, they may be cloath'ed 
in refts of pink fatiin and open drawers of the 
fame, wiih bufkins on their feet and ]eg5, their 
Bair tied behind and floating on their fiioulders, 
and their hats adorned with white feathers: they 
may be armed with light carbines and long bay- 
onets, without' the incumbrance of - fwprds or 
Ihoulder- belts. 1 makenodoubt but many young 
ladies of figure and fitOiion will undertah* to raife- 
companies at thvrr own expence, %prOMded thejr ' 
lilie their colonels ; but I-muft infill upon it, iF 
thisfcheme fhouldbeembraced, that Mr. Hcnri- 
<^Ez's {even btefTed Daughters may be provided 
with commiffions, as the prir^ei^ is in f'me mea- 
fure owing to the hints of that venerable patriot, 
I moreover give it as my opinion, that Mrs. 
KittyFj*her* flia!!- have iheconimand of a 
battalion^ and the nomination of her own officers, 
provided (he will warrant them all found, and be 
content to wear proper badges of diftindion. 

* A ulcbcalcd CaurteuD of that time. 

L. G 5 Afemals 
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A FEMALE brigade, propertir difciplined and 
accoutred, would not^ I am perfuaded, b« afraid 
to charge a numerous body of the enemy, over 
whom they would hare a manifeft advantage ^ 
for if the barbarous Scythians were aChamed to- 
fight with the Amazons who invaded them, 
furely the French, who piqoe themfelves on their 
fenlibility aad devotion to the fair &x, wouSd not 
»a upon the ofFenfivc againft a band of female 
warriors, arrayed in all the charms of youth arid- 
bcauty. 
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As I am one or that fauntering tribe of mor^- 
tals who rpend die greateft part of their' 
rime in taverns, coflec-boules, and other places- 
of public rcfort, I have thereby an opportunity- 
of obferving an infinite variety of chara^fers^- 
which, to a perTon of a contemplative turn, is 
a much higher entertainment than a view of all 
the curiofiiies of art or nature. In one of thefe 
my late rambles, . I accidentally fell into the com-- 
pany of half a dDzen gentlemen, who were en- 
gaged in a warm difpute about fome political 
affair; the dec ifion of which, as they wercequally 
divided in their fentiments, they thought proper 
to refer to me, which naturally drew me in for a ' 
Ihaie of the converfation. 

Amongst a multiplicity of other topics, we 

took occafion to talfc of the different charaflets 

of the feveral nations of Europe ; when one of 

the geatlcmen, cocking his. hat, and alTuming. 
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fiidi an air rf importtnce as if he bad pofldTed' 
all die merit of tbe Englifli nation in his own pcr- 
fiMH declared that the Dutch were a parcel of 
avaricious wrctchci j the French a f« of flat- 
tering jycophantii that th« Germans were- 
irunken foti, and bcaflly gluttons; and the 
Spaniards .proudj haughty, and furly tyrants r 
but that, in bravery, generofity, clemency, and 
in every other virtue, the Englilh excelled all the 
•tber world. 

ThiI verj Itamed and judiekw rtmark vm 
received with a general fmile of approbation hj 
all the company— all, I mean, but your Hum- 
ble Servant i who^ endeavouring to keep my 
gravity as well as I could, and reclining my head 
upon my arm, continued for Ibme time in a ' 
potlure of afefted though tfulnefs, as if I had 
been muilng on fomcthing elfe, and did not fccm 
to attend to the fubjcft of convcrfation ; hoping, 
by this reicans, to avoid the difagreeable neccflity 
of explaining myfelf, and thereby depriving the 
gentleman of his imaginary happjnefs. 

But my pfeudo-patriot had no mind to let me 
efcape fo eaiily> - Not fatisfied that his opinion 
jhould pafs without contradiSion, he was de- 
termined to have it rati&ed by the fufTrage of 
every 
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every one in the compan))j. for, which poFpoft, 
addrefiing himfelf to me withan air of iiiii:^-' 
preffiUe confidence, he- sliced me if i was noC- 
of the lame way of thinking. As I am never 
forward in giving my epinion, cfpecially whcH 
I- have reafon to^ believe that it willnot be agree* 
able } (o, when I am obliged to give it> I always 
hold it for a maxim to fpeak my real fentiments. ■ 
I- therefore told him> that- for my own par^ I. 
{hould not have ventured to tafk in fuch a pe- 
remptory flrain,> udefs 1 had made- the- tour of> 
Europe, and examined 'Uie- manners of thcfe fe* 
veral nations with great care and accvracy v 
that, perhaps, a more impartial judge would not 
fcrnple to affirm, that- the Dutch were more fru- 
gal and induHrious, the French more tempnate^ 
and polite, the Germans more hardy and patient 
of labour and fatigue, and the Spaniards more 
'flaid and fedate, than the Englifh ; who, though 
undoubtedly brave and generous, were at the 
fame time rafli, headHrang, and impetuous ; too 
apt. to be elated with profpcrity, and to defpond 
in adverfity, 

I COULD eafily perceive, that all the company 

began to regard me with a jealous eye before I 

had finiflied my anfwer, which I had no fixtner 

done, than the patriodc gentleman oUerved, with 

a con- 
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« contemptuous fheer, that hfe was greatly fur' 
prized how ibme people could have the confctenee 
to live in a country wh'ch they did not love, 
and to enjoy the prote^ion of a government t»* 
which in their hearts they were inveterate ene- 
mies. Finding that, by this modell declaration 
of my fcniiments, I had forfeited the good opi- 
nion of my companions, and given them occafion 
to call my political principles in tjueffion, and 
well knowing that it was in vain to ar^uc with- 
men who were fo very full of themfelves, I 
Arew down my reck on in g, and retired to- 
ny own lodgings, reflei^ing on the abfurd and- 
ridiculous nature of national prejudice and pre- 
po^elSon. 

Among all the famous fayings of antiquity^ 
dicre is none that does greater honour to the au- 
thor, or affords greater pleafure to the reader 
(at leail if he be a perfon of a generous and bene- 
volent heart) than that of the philofopher, who, 
being a&ed what "countryman he was," replied, 
that he was " a citizen of the world." How few 
are there to be found in modern times who can 
fay the fame, or whofe condu^ is confiflent with 
fuch a profeffion ? We are now become fo much 
EngliQimen, Frenchmen, Dutchmen, Spaniards, 
or Germans, that we arc no longer citizens of the 
world : 
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world : fo much the natives ofoBepsrticuUr fpot, 
n members of one petty fociety, that we no lon- 
ger conSder ourfelves as the gen.ral inhabitants of 
the globe, or members of that grand fociety which- 
comprehends the whole homan Itind. 

Did thefe prejudices prevail only among the' 
meaneft and loweft of the people, perhaps they 
might be citcnlbd, as they have few, if any, oppor- 
tunities of correaing them by reading, travelling, 
or cooverCng with foreigners i but the misfortuno 
is, that they infifl the minds, and inSueneethe 
.ondua, even of our 'gentlemen ; of tbofe, I ^ 
mean, who have every title to this appellation but 
an exemption from prejudice, which, however. In 
my opinion, ought to be regarded as the charac- 
teriftical mark of a gentleman ; for let a man's 
birth be ever fo high, his (lation ever fo exalted, 
or his fortune ever fo large, yet if he is not free 
from national and all other prejudices, I IhouM 
make bold 10 tell him, that he had a low and vul- 
gar mind, and bad no juft claim to the charader 
of a gentleman. And, in fafl, you will always 
find, that thofc are moft apt to boaft of na- 
tional merit, who have little or no merit of their 
own to depend onj than which, to be fure, no- 
thing is more natural ; the flender vine twifts 
around 
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wound the flurdy oak for no other reaTon ia lh«' 
world, butbeuulcit thUDotHrengthrufficiemte- 
fiipport idclf. 

Smoold itbealledged in defence of national 
prejudice, that it is the natural and nrceflar^ 
growth <rf lore to our country, and that therefore 
the former cannot be dellroyed without hurting: 
the latter^ I anfwer, that this is a grofs falhcy 
and delufion. Thu it is the growth of love to our 
cbuntry,^ I will alloiv; but rhat it is thcnatural- 
andnecefl'.ry growtbof it, I abrotutcly.dcny. Su- 
l^rflUion and enibufialrn 190 are (be growth of 
religion; but whoever toot it in his head to af-- 
firm, that thty are the neceflary, growth of this 
noble principle ? They are,.if you wilt, the baf- 
tard fpTouts of this heaveitly plant, but not iis' 
natural nnd genuine branches, and may fafely' 
eno^igiibe lopi olf, .without duing.any harm tothfr ' 
pHrent {lock; my^ perhaps, till t,nce they ar»- 
lopt otF, this goodly tree can never flcurilh in per- 
fcdt health and vigour. 

Is it not very pollible that I may love my own 
country, without hating the natives of other coun- 
tries ? that I may exert the moft heroic bravery, 
Ae mod undaunted refolution, in defending its 
laws and liberty, without defpifmg alt the reil of 
the 
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At world as cowards and poltroiu i Moll certainly 
it is ; and if k were not — But what need I Cupped 
what is abfolutely impol&ble f — But if it wcre- 
not, I muft own I Oiould prefer the title of the 
ancient phikilbphcr, viz. z Citizen of thcWorld^ 
to that of an Englifliman, a Frenchman, an Eu- 
ropean, w to any other af^llatioa whatever^ 
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AMIDST^errivolousFurfuitsand perniciour 
difiipMioni of the prelent age, a rerpc£l 
tot the q^ualities of the underflanding ftill prevails 
lo fuch a degree, that almoft every individual pre- 
tends to have a Tast£ forthc Belles Lettris. 
Tbc fpnice pren^ce fets up for a eritic^ snd tb*^ 
fUDjbeau piques himfelf upon being aconnoiileur.- 
Without aligning caules for this univcrial pre- 
fumpcion, we fhall proceed to obferve, that if it 
was attended with no other inconvenience than> 
liiit of expofing the pretender to the ridicule oC 
thofe few who can fift his prete.-iflons, it might be 
tinnecellarjr to undeceive the public, or to endea^ 
vour at the reformation of innocent foIly> pro- 
du£tive of no evil to the commonwealth. But in 
reality this folly is produftive of manifold evils to 
the comniunity. If the reputation of Tastb caiu 
be acquired without the lead afTiftance of litera- 
ture, by reading modern poems, and feeing mo- 
dcmpla^s, w^at perfon wilt den^ himfelf the plea— 
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fiire oF luch an eafy qualification ? Hence thc- 
jQuih of both fexes are debauched to diverfion^ 
and feduccd from mucb more prolitable occupa- 
rions into idle endeavours after literary fame ^ 
and afuperficial falCe Tafle, founded on ignorance 
and conceit^ takes pofleffion of tbe public. The 
acquifition of learning, the Dudy of nature, is< 
ncgle^ed as fuperfiuous labour ; and the bcft fa~ 
cultics of the mind remain unexercifed,. and indeed 
unopened, by the power of thought and reflcdlion. 
Ealfe Tafte will not on\y diffuft iifelf through all 
eur amufemenCt, but even influence our moral 
and political coaduj^ : for what is Me TafiCt but 
want of percepttoD to £fccrn propriety and dif- 
t^guilb beaut; f 

It has been often alledged, that Tafte » » natu- 
ral talent, as independent of art as ftrong eyes, or 
a. delicate fenfe of fmelling ; and, without all 
doubt, the principal ingredient in ihecompontion 
of Tade is a natural fenfibility, without which it. 
cannot exift ; but it differs from the fenfes in this 
particular, that they are finifhed by nature ;. 
whereas Tafte cannot be brought to perfeiEtion- 
without proper cultivation : for Tafte pretends to- 
judge not only of nature, but alfo of art ; and 
that judgment is founded upon obfeiviition and 
comparifoiu 

What 
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What Horace faasiaid of Genitu^uftill nore- 
ipfdicable to Tafte. 

tfaturafitrei UmJahiit eanmtn, im arlr, 
Ss*Ali^ 'J*. Ego nee fiuSumJint Mvilivtna;- 
Htc rude qiiidfrnfit •vidn a^eniuin : altirluific 
Mtrap»fikiipem:m,.&-e^ural anuii. 



'Ti» long dieted) » 

From Art or Nettire dwii' beft right to firae { , 

But Art, if fwttDrich'd by Natiu«'> vein,. 

And I rude Gtniui of niiculhir'd ftnin, , 

Are niytft both ( but, when in friendftup join'd,. 

Amatuiifiieeoui>iiMKlMtker find.. 

FftAKCtli. 

We Have feen Ginius ffiine without th« help of 
Jrt i hvtTa^t muft-be cultivated by Arc, befor©' 
it will producre agresablc fruit. This, howcrer, 
we muft ftill iiicuIeatawith-Qiiintilian, that ftudy^. 
precept, , and'Obicrvation, will nought avail, with- 
out the affiftaiice of nature: 



It eft', nibil fraeepta Mfkt- 
mrtei valtrt, nj/i aA/uvatiti naturd. 

Yet even though Nature hat done her part,, 
by implanting the feeds of tafte, great patns muA. 
be taken,. and great flcill exerted,, in raifing them 
te a proger pi(ch-of vegetation. The judicious 



D,<„r,:^i t, Google 



ESSAY xin. 



»37 



Tutor muft gridusUly and tenderly unfold the men- 
tal faculties of the Youthcommitied to his charge. 
He muft cherilh his delicate pcFcqtdon ; flore his 
mind with proper ideas ; point out the diSerent 
■channela «f obfervaiion ; teach iiin to compace 
ot^e^ i to cftablifh -the limits of right and wrong* 
of truth and laKehopd } to difiinguifli beauty front 
tinfel, and grace from afie&tion ; in a word, 
to ftrengthen and improve by cultuK, experience^ 
.and inftru£tien, thofe natural powers of feeling 
-and &gacity, which conftitute the Acuity called 
Taste, and enable tbe proMbr to eqjoy the 6a* 
lights of the Bbllbs Lbttaes. 

Wb cannot agree in opinion wKh tbtffe wh« 
-imagine that Nature has been equally favourable t9 
all men, in conferring upcMi them a bindamental 
capacity, which may -be improved to all the re* 
Anement of Taftc and Critictfin. Every dajr's ex- 
perience convincesus of the contrary. Of tw* 
Youths educated under the iame Preceptor, in- 
jlru^ed with the fame care, and cultivated with 
Xhc fame alliduity, one fhall not only com prt; bend, 
■but even anticipate the leQbns of his Mailer, by 
-dint of natural difcernmeni ; while the other toils 
in vain to imbibe the leaft dnifbire of inllfu£lioa. 
-Such indeed is the diftin£lion between Gciuus and 
£tup)di^, which every man has an oppcHtuntty of 
feeing 
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feeing among his frieiids and ■cquatntance. Not 
>tbat we ought toohaftily to decide upon the natural 
capacideB of children, tefbre we have maturclf 
•conlidered the peculiarity of difpofition, and the 
bias by which Genius may be flrangHy warped 
-from the common path of education. A Youth 
-incapable of retaining one rule of grammati or of 
acquirit^ the leaft Itnowkdge of the clafllcs, ttay, 
-tisverthelefs, make great prog refs in mathematics j 
•nay, he may have a ftrong genius fcr the mathe- 
«natics, without being able to comprehend a de> 
monflration of Euclid ; becaufchismind conceive* 
in a peculiar manner, and is fo intent upon con- 
ttemplacing the obje£i in one particular point of 
view, that it cannot perceive it in any other. We 
iiave known an inAance of 2 Jloy, whc^ while his 
Maftcr complained that he had not capacity to com- 
prehend the properties of a right-angled triangle, 
•tad adually, in private, by the power of bis ge- 
nius, formed a mathematical CyQ.em of bis own, 
^Jifcovered a feries of cuiious theorems, and even 
■applied his dedufiions to practical machines of 
furpiificig conftrui^ion. Uefides, in the educa- 
tion of Youth, we ought to remember, that foin« 
capacities are liJce the pyra pracoeia ; they foon 
bloW} and foon attain to all that degree <^ ma- 
turity which they are capable of acquiring j while, 
on the odier hand, there are geniufes of flow 
growth, 
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.'^owth, that are tatc in burlling the bad and long 
<in ripening. Yet the Hrft Ikall yield a faint blof- 
fom and infipid firuit ; whereas the produce of the . 
other Ihallbc cKflinguilhed and stdmired for its well- 
conco^ed juice and exqiufite flavour. We have 
known a Boyx>i five years of age furprife every 
i)ody by playing on the violin in fuch a manner 
as feemed to promire a prodigy in mufic. He had 
all the affiflance that Art could afford ; by the age 
often, his genius was at the oM/ik ; yet after that 
period, not with Handing the moll intcnfc applica* 
tion, he never gave the leaft figns of improve- 
ment. At fix he was admired as a miracle of 
muGc ; at tix and twenty, he was neglected as ata 
ordinary fiddler. Thecdehrated Dean Swift was 
a remarkaUe inllance in the other extreme. He 
was long confidcred as an incorrigible dunce^ and 
did not obtain his degree at the UniverTity but 
■txjptciali gratia : yet when his powers began to 
unfold, he fignalizcd himlelf by a very remarkable 
fuperionty of genius. When a Youth, therefore, 
appears dull (^ apprehenfion, and feems to derive 
no advantage from ftudy and inflru£tion, the Tu- 
tor mull exercife his fagacityin difcovering whe- 
ther the foil be abfolutely hanren, or fown with (ced 
repugnant to its nature, or of fuch a quality as 
'requires repeated culture and length of time to 
fet its juices in fiermentation. Thefe obfervations, 
however, 
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^however, relate to Capacity in general, vhich 1K 
•ought carefully to diftinguifli from Talte. Capa- 
■city implfM tKc power of retaining what h rc- 
•cetved j Talle is the power of rcliihing or reject- 
ing whatever is o^red for the entertainment of 
^e imagination. A man may have capacity to 
-acquire what is called Learning and Philorophy | 
tiut he mull have alfo fenfibitity before he feels 
lliofe emotions with whick Tafle receives the im- 
■preBiota of beauty. 

Katcral TaH« is apt to be fcduced and de- 
4)auched by vicious precept and bad example. 
There is a dangerous tinfcl in fidfe Tafte, by which 
the unwary mind and young imagtnaiion are of- . 
tea &fcinated. Nothing has been fo often ex- 
plained, and yetfo tittle underftood, asfimplicity 
in writing. Simplicity in this acceptation has « 
larger Signification than either the ar^Jv of the 
Greelcs, or Che fanpUx of the Latins \ iat it tin-* 
plies" beauty. It is the stXbw w!. iX* of Demetriu} 
Fhalersus, the fimpUx immdUlis 'of Horace* and ' 
. exprelTcd by one word, naiveti in the French 
language! It is, in &£t, no other than beautiful 
nature* without a^fiatioa or extraneous orna- 
ment. In ftatuary* tt is the Venus of Medicis. j 
in architef^e, the Pantheon. It would be an 
endlefs ta(k to enumerate all the iaftances of this 
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naturilfurpliciij' that occur in poetry ar.d painting, 
among the antients and moderns. Wc (hall only 
tnrntion two examp'es of it, the beauty of which 
coiififts in the pathetic. 

Amaxacoras, the philofopher and preceptor 
of Pericles, being told that both his Tons were 
dead, laid his hand upon bis heart, and, after K 
(hott paufe, conloied himfelf with a rcfle.aion 
couched in three words, Wti' JUris •yrynnxvf:, " I 
knew they were mortal." The other inftance we 
fcled from the tragedy of Macbeth. The gal- 
lant Macduff', being informed that his wife and 
childten were murdered by order of the tyrant, 
pulls his hat over his eyes, and his internal agony 
burfls oat into an exclamation of four words, the 
moft exprcfHve, perhaps, that ever were uttered : 
** He has no chiidjen." This is the energetic lan- 
guage of limple nature, which is now grown into 
difrcpute. By the prefent mode of education we 
arc forcibly warped from the bias of nature, and 
all fimplicity in manners is rejeded. We are 
taught to difguife and diftort our fentiments, until 
the fiiculty of thinking is diverted into an unna- 
tural channel j and we not only relinquiih and for- 
get, but alfo become incapable of our original dif- 
pofidons. We are totally changed into creatures 
of art and aSeftation. Our perception is abufed, 
and even our fenfcs are pcrvertgd. Our mind^ 
Vol. I . H -lofe 
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loTe their native force and flavour. Theimagina- 
tion, fweatcd by artificial fire, produces nought 
but vapid blocMn. The genius, inftcad of grow- 
ing like a vigorous trre, extending its branches 
on every fide, and bearing delicious ^uit, refembles 
a Hunted yew, tortured into Ibmc wretched fomi} 
proje£ling no {hade, difplaying no flower, diSu" 
fing no fragrance yielding no fruit, and affording 
nothing but a barren conceit for the amufement 
of the idle fpeftator. 

Thus debauched from Nature, how can wc 
relifh her genuine produdions i As well might 
a man diftinguifh obje& throu^ a prifm, that 
prefents nothing but a variety of colours to the 
eye *, or a maid pining in the green iiclcnefs pre- 
fer a bifcuit to a cinder. 1( has been often alledged 
thatthepaffionscanneverbe wholly depofited; and 
that by appealing to thefe, a good writer will al- 
ways be able to force hiniielf into the hearts of his 
readers : but even the ftrongefl paffions are 
weakened, nay fometimes totally extinguifbed, 
by mutual c^ipolitioD, diffipation, and acquired 
infenfibility. How oten, at the theatre, is the 
tear of fympathyand the burfl of laughter reprefled 
by a ridiculous Ipecies of pride, refiifing approba- 
tion to the author and ador, and renouncing fo- 
ciety with the audience ? Thisicemir^ infeoftbi- 
lity is not owing to any original defcS. Kature 
has 
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has ftretchcd the ftring, thougli it has long ceafei} 
to vibrate. It may have been difplaced and dif- 
trafted by the violence of pride ; it may have loft 
its tone through long difule ; or be fo twilled or 
overftrained, as to produce the mod jarring dif- 
cords. 



If fo little regard is paid to Nature when flie 
knocks lb powerfully at the breall, (bs muft be 
altc^ther negle^cd and defpifed in her calmer 
mood of ferene tranquillityj when nothing appears 
to recommend her but limplicity, propriety, and 
innocence. A perfon muft have delicate feelings 
that can taftcthe celebrated repartee in Terence : 
Hems Jum ; nihU humani a mt alienum puta : " I 
am a man ; theref(»'e think I have an intereft in 
ever/ thing that concerns humanity." A clear 
blue /ky fpangled with iVars will prove an infipid 
object to eyes accuflomed to the glare of torches and 
tapers, gilding and glitter ; eyes that will turn 
with difguft from the green mar) tie of the fpring, 
fo goTgeouIly adorned with buds and foliage, 
flowers and bldToms, toContemplatezgaudyfilken 
lobe, firiped and interfe£led with unfriendly tinu 
that fritter the mailes of light and diftra£l the 
vi(io% pinked into the moft fanEaftic forms, 
flounced, and furbelowcd, and fringed with all 
the Uttlenels (tf art unknown to elegance. 

H 2 Those 
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Those ears that are offended by the notes of 
the thruDi, the blackbird, and the nightingale, wi)) 
be regaled and raviflied by the fquealcint; fiddle 
touched by a mufician who has no other genius 
than that which lies in his fingers : they will even 
be entertained with the rattling of coaches, and 
the alarming knock by which the doors of fa- 
(hionable people are fo loudly diftinguiOied. The 
fcnfe of fmctling that delights in the fc«j)t of ex- 
cremcntitious anitnal juices, fuch as oiufk, civet, 
and urinous (idts, wi!I loath the fragrance of new- 
mown hay, the fweet-briar, the honey-fuckle, 
and the rofe. The organs that are gratified with 
the ufle of fickly veal bled into a pally, cram- 
med fowls, and dropfical brawn, peafc without 
fubilance, peaches without tatte, and pine-apples 
without flavour, will certainly naufeate the na- 
tive, genuine, and faluarv tafte of Welch beef, 
Banfiead mutton, and barn-d-or fowls, whofe 
juices arc concoaed by a natural digelHon, and 
whofe flcfh is confoliddted by free air and exercife. 
In fuch a total perverfion of the fe.ifes, the ideas 
mull be mifreprcltnted j the powers of the ima- 
gmation difotdered, and the judgment, of con- 
fequeace, nnfound. The difeafc is attended with 
a falfe appetite, which the natural food of the mind 
will not btisfy. It wilt prefer Ovid to 1 ibuUus, 
and the ra«t of Lee to the tendetneft of Oiway. 
The 
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The foul fints into a kind of fleepy ideiStifin ; and 
is diverted by toys and baubles, wliich can onlv be 
pleafing to the mod fuperfici^ curiofity. h is 
■ enlivciied by a quick iucccJion of triviAl ohjcfls, 
that gliften and dance before the eye; and, like an 
infant, is kept awake and infpirited by ti.e found 
of a rattle. It muft not only be dzzled and 
aroufed, but alfo cheated, hurried, and per- 
plexed by the artifice of deception, bufmtfs, in- 
tricacy, and jnirigiic j a kind of low jiig;''S 
which may be lenntd the legerdcni.un ot G«intiii. 

In this (late of depravity the mind cannot cnjofi 
nor, indeed, dilHn^uifh the charms of narural and 
moral beauty and decorum. The ingenuous blulh 
of native innocence, the plain language of aii- 
tienttaith andnncetiiy, the cheerful refignation to 
the will of Heaven, the mutual affcflion cf the 
Charides, the voluntary refpeft paid to fuperior 
dignity or ft-ition, the virtue 'of beneficei.ee, ex- 
tended even to the brute creation, nay the very 
crimfon glow of health, and fwclling lines of 
b.-aury, ate defpifed, detefted, fconied, and ridi- 
culed, as ignorance, rudcnefs, ruiiicity, and fuperi- 
Itition. Thus we fie how moral and hatur4 
bcauiyareconnei^ediand of what importance it is, 
even to the formation of Talte, that tne manners 
fbould be feverely fuperiutended. This is a talk 
H 3 which 
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which ou-lit to u\x the lead of fcience ; for we 
nill veiiiute to fay, that Vinue is die foundatioa 
of Tafle ; or raiHcr, that Virtue and Tafte aie 
built U]ion the f^mt foumLitioa of fenfibilicy, and 
cuniiut be disjuiiied without ofFeriiig violence to 
boti). But Virtue muft be itiformed, and Tafte 
iiit(ru^,ed, otherwife tbey will both remainimpcr- 
fect ai:d InciFir^luul : 

ijio Jiiiidt patri* quU Jtbeat, el quid amicii, 
il^iojil amart parent, quofratir ataaaJui, el keJ^eJ, 
^md^Cmjiripli, quaJjtulifii sfieium, jtm 
Pa/Ui in tiLua inf^i iJucij i ilitprsjiSi 
.ReJiltre ptrJ»Ht fcit nnvimtntia tui^uf, 

Tlie Critic, who with nice diftcmment knowi 
What to bit counti')' and hi* fricndt he own [ 
How vuiew* Natuie warms the human bi-eaK, 
To hne tbt parent, brother, friend, orgueAf 
What the gieat funftions of our judges are) . 
Of ScDLitan, anil Geneni fent to war \ 
He call diltinguilbi with uncrriiig art, 
IV ftrokcB peculiar to each iJifferenl |^. 

Hob. 

Thus we fee Taftc is compofed of Nature im- 
proved by Art ; of Feeling tutoteJ by liiftruc-. 
tioQ. 

ESSAY 
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HAVING expUined what we conceive to be 
True 'lafte, and in j*ome meafu re accounted 
for the prevalence of Vitiated Taftc, we fhall pro- 
ceed to p»inc out the moll elFe£luat manner in 
wliicli a nutural capacity may be improved into a ^r 
delicacy ot judgment, and an intimate acquaint- 
ance with the Belles Lettres. We Diall talcs 
it for granted that proper means hive been ufed to 
form the manners, and attach the mind to vir- 
tue. The heart cullivatcd by precept, and 
warmed by example, improves in fenfibiiity, whicli 
is ilie foundation of Tafte. By diflinguifhing the 
influence and fcope ol morality, and cherilbing 
the ideas of benevolence, it acquires a habit of 
lympaihy which tenderly feels refponlive, like the 
vibration of unifons, every touch of moral beauty. 
Hence it is that amanof afocial heart, cntendered 
by the practice of virtue, is awakened to the liioft 
pathetic emotions by every uncommon inftancc of 
generofity, compalTton, and greatnefs of foul. Js 
■ H f there 
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there any mm fo dcaJ to Senti Ti;nC, (o loft to 
Hamznityt » to read unmoved the generous be- 
faaviour of the Romans to tbc States of Greece, 
as it is recounted by Livy, or embellilhed by 
Thomfbn in his Poem of Liberty? Speaking 
of Greece in the decline of her power, when her 
freedom no longer exilted, he fays : 

As al her Ifthmian games, afadii^ pomp I 

Her fuU-alTenibled youth intiumcrous Iwann'd, 
On a tribunal rais'd • Fi.amihius fat j 
A vifitMr he I'rom the deep Phalanx pierc' J 
Of iron-coatwIIWaccdon, »inl back 
The Greciin tyrant to hit bounds lepell'd. 
In iiti high uioughilcls g-tiety o( game, 
While fpurt alone their unanibiiiout heart* 
Po.Trls'd i the fitdileti BumpetruunJing hoarfe, 
Bad lilence o'er the bright affembly reign. 
Then thu»aheraM~" Totheftatei of Greece 
The Ruman People, unronfin'd, reftore 
TIkit countries, cities, iibenies, and iawsj 
Tuicf remit, and garrilbns w^tthdraw." 
The crowd, aftoniih'd half, and half iufornt'd, 
Star'd dubious rouuil ; Ibme queltion'd, fome exclaim' d, 
(Lilte ooe who dreaming, between hope and feai-, 
Illoft inanxioaejoy) "Be that again, 
—Be that «gain prodaim'd diltiiiQ and loud [" 
Loud and diliiBft itwa«again proclaiinM i 
^iiA ftiU at midnight in the rural ihadr:> 
When the gale llunibu-i, they the wordt dt-Trout'd. 
Av*hile levercamazement held them mute, 
• Hi. real n: 
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Then tnirfting bnwd, the boundlefi {houl toheav'n 

Fram many a thoufaiHl heart! extaiic I'prung [ 

On ev'ry hand rebellow'd to them joy ; 

The fwelling (ea, the rocks and vocal hillt— 

— Like Bicehanala they flew. 

Each other ftrainlng In a ftrift embrace, 

Nur ftrain'd a Have g and loud acclaims, 'till n'ght. 

Round the ProcooTul's tent repealed rung, 

Tooneacqujintcd with the Genius of Greece, 
the character aiid tlipsfltion of that puliihed peo. 
pic, admired for ftieocc, renowned for an unex- 
tinguiOuble love of fre^doin, nothing can be more 
zSfe&ing thaii this inllance of generous magnani- 
mity of the Roman People, in reftoring them, 
unalked, to the full fiuition of thofe liberties 
whicb they had fo unfortunate))' ioft. 

The mind of Senfibility 15 equally ftruck by 
the generous confidence ot Alexander, who drinkg 
without hefitation the potiun preJtnied by his 
{Aylician Philip, even after he had received inti- 
m;Ltioo that poilbn was contained in the cup ; a 
noble and patnctic fccne ! which hath acquired new 
dignity and expreffion under the inimitabjc pencU 
ofaLaSueuK. Humanity is melted into tears 
of tpnder admiration by the ileportineni of Henry 
IV. of Fratwe, while his rebJlious fubjedis com- 
pdled him to form the blockade of his capital. In 
M 5 ciiflftilmg 
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challtftng his enemies he could not but rcmenn- 
ber they were his peo|Je } and knowing they were 
reduced to the extremity of famine, he generoufly 
connived at the methods pra£tifed to fupply them 
with pro vHion. Chancing one day to meet two pea- 
rants who bad been detcifted in thcfe pra£lices, as 
they were led to execution they implored his cle- 
mency, declaring m the fight of Heaven, they had 
no other way to procure fubfiftence for their wives 
and children He pardoned them on the Ipot, and, 
giving ihcm aU the money that was in his purfe^ 
*' Henry of ficarne is poor (fiiid he) ; bad be more 
money (o afford, yot^ Qiould have it— go home to 
your families in peace ; and remember your duty 
to God, and your allegiance to your Sovereign." 
InnumeraUe examples of the fame kind -niay be 
feleifted from hiftory^ both antient and nrodern, 
ihe ftudy of which we would therefore ftrenuoufljf 
recommend. 

Historical knoirie^, indeed, becomes ne- 
cellary on many other accounts, which in its place 
wc will explain: but as the formation of tb* 
heart is of the firft confcquence, and fliould pre- 
cede the cultivation of ihe underOanding, facb 
ftriking inftances of fuperior virtue ought to bo 
culled for the peru&l of Ihe young pu{al, who wiB 
read them with eageriwTs, mi rcvcdve them wittt 
pleafuie. 
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pleafure. Thus the young mind becomes ena- 
moured of moral beauty, and the pallions are 
lifled on the fide of humanity. Meanwhile know- 
ledge of a different fpecies will go hand in hand 
with the advances of morality, and the underfland- 
ingbe gradually extended. Virtue and fentiment 
rwriprocally aflift each other, and both conduce to 
the improvement of perception. While the fcho- 
lar's chief attention is employed in learnipg the 
Latin and Greek languages, and this is generally 
the talk of childhood and earlyyouth, it is even then 
the bufinefs of the Preceptor to give his mind a 
turn for obfervation, to direfl his powers of dif- 
cernment, to point out the dillinguilhing marks of 
charafler, and dwell upon the charms of moral 
and intellectual beauty, as they may chance to 
occur in the ClalHcs that are ufed for his inllruc- 
tion. In reading Cornelius Nepos and Plutarch's 
Lives, even with a vie>v to grammatical im- 
provement only, he will infcnfibl^ imbibe and 
learn to compare ideas of greater importance. He 
will become enamoured of virtue and patrioiifm, 
and acquire a deteftation for vice, cruelty, a^<^ 
corruption. 1 he peruful of the Roman fiory in 
the woiks of Florus, Salluft, Livy, and Taci- 
tus, will irrefidibly ^g^ge his attention, expand 
his conception, cherilh his memory, exercife his 
judgemeot, and warm him with a noble fpirii of 
H 6 emula- 
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emulation. He wilt contemplate with love SnA 
admiration the difimereftcd caniltiiir of Ari^Jdesj 
furnamed the Juft, whom the guilty cabals of his 
rival Thcmilloclcs exiled from his ungrateful 
country by a fcntence of Ollracifm. He will be 
tirprifed to learn^ that one of tus fellow-citizens, 
an illiterate artifan, bribed by his enemies,, chaa- 
cing to meet htm in the Itreet without iuiowing 
bis perfon, defired he would write Atiftides twi 
his fliell ( «hich was the method thofe plebeiaa& 
u&d to vote agaiafl del inquents}swheB the innocent 
patriot wrote his own name without complaint or 
cxpoflulation. He will with e^ual alionilfameat 
ap[4aud the inflexible integrity of Fabricius, who 
preferred the poverty of innocence to all the 
pomp of affluence with which Pyrthus endea- 
voured to feducehim frtHii the arms of his coua- 
tiy. He will approve with tranfport the noble 
generofvty of his Ibul in rejediog the ptopofal of 
tbat Prince's phyfician, who oftiired to uke him 
t^by poifon ■^ and in fending the c^itifF bound to 
his fovereign, whom he would have fo balely and 
cruelly bcirayed. 

Jh reading the ahtient authors j even for 
the purpofea of fchool education, the un- 
formed f afte will begin to telifh the irrefiftible 
energy, greatnefe and fublimity of Homer, the 
ferene majcfly, the melody and pathos of VirgHi 
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the tendernefs (^ Sappho and Tibullus, the ele- 
gance and proprietor of Terence ; the grace, vi- 
vacity, fdtire, and rentimenc of Hofact. 

NuTHiNG will more conduce ta the improve- 
ment of the fcholar in his knowledge of the lan- 
guages, as well as in Tatie and oioralicy, than 
his being obliged to tranflate choice parts and paf< 
fages of the moll approved Oallics, both poetry 
and profe, elpecially the tatter ; fuch as the ora- 
tions of Oemollhenes and Ifocraces, the Treatife 
. of 'Longinus on the Sublime, the Commeniaries 
of Ca:faT, the Epiftles of Cicero and the Younger 
Pliny, and the two celebrated fpeeches in the 
Catilinarian confpiracy, by Saltuft. By this 
practice he will become more intimate with the 
beauties of the writing and the idioms oi the lan- 
guage from which be tranflates ; at the fame lime 
it will form bis ftyle, and, by exercifmg his talent 
of expreflton, m»ke him a more perfect mailer of 
bis mother tongue. Cicero tells us, that in 
tianflating two orations which the mofl celebrated 
orators of Greece pronounced againll each other, 
be performed this tafk not as a feryde interpreter 
but as an orator, pretervlng the Icntiments, forms^ 
and figures of the original, but adjpting the ex- 
prefton to the talle and manners of the Romans: — 
*^ In quibut nm vtrbum fro vtrht ntttjfi babui rid- 
4trti 
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Jtrtffed gtnus emnium verherum vimque fervavt i" 
in which I did not think it was necefiary to tran- 
flate literally word for word, but I prererred the 
natural and full fcope of the whole." Of the fame 
opinion was Horace, whofays in his Art of Poetry, 

•■' Nte verbc vcriUM eurabu feddiri Jitbu liitrrfrei— 

iior word forwoi-d iranflate with pwnfiil care ~ 

Neverthelcfs, in taking the liberty here granted, w* 
are apt to run into the other extreme, and fubfti- 
tute equivalent thoughts and phrafes, 'till hardly 
any features of the original remain. The meta- 
phors of figures, cfpectally in poetry, ought to be 
as religioully preJervcd as the images of paintings 
which we cannot alter or exchange without de- 
ftroying, or injuring at leaft, the charailcr and 
ftyle of the original. 

Th this manner the Preceptor will fow Ae feeds 
of that Tafte which will foon germinate, ril^ 
bloflbm, and produce perfeA fruit by dint of fu- 
ture care and cultivation. In order to rellraiatbe 
luxuriancy of the young imagination, which is apt 
to run riot, to enlarge the Hoik of ideas, cxercife 
thereafon, and ripen the judgement, thepupilmufb 
be engaged in the feverer ftudy of Science. He 
muft learn Getmctry, which Plato recammcndt 
for 
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for (trengUienIng the mind, and onibling it to 
thinic wuh precifion. He muft be made ac- 
quainted with Q^ogTaphy and Chronology, and 
trace PhlLofophy through all her branches. With- 
put Geography and Chronology he will not be abls 
to acquire a diitin^ idea of HlAory ; nor judge of 
the propriety of many interelling fcenes, and a 
thouCand ailufions that prefent chemfelvcs in the 
Worlu of Genius. Nothing opens the mind lb 
much as the lefearches of Philofophy ; they iiifpire 
US with fublime conceptions of the Creator, and 
fubje£t, as it were, all Nature to our command. 
Thefe bellow that liberal turn of thinking, and in 
a great meafure contribute to that univerfality in 
learning by which a man of I'afte ought to b« 
eminently diftinguiflied. But Hiftory is the incx- 
hautiible fource from which he will derive his 
moft ufeful knowledge, refpcSing the prngrcfs of 
the human mind, the conftiiutionof governmentt 
the rife and decline of empires, the revolution 6£ 
Arts, the variety of Chatadcr, and the vicilli- 
tudcs of Fortune. 

The knowledge of Hiftoryenablcs thePoet itot 
only to paint cbara^rs, but alio to defcribc mag- 
nificent and intcreftiflg fcenes of battle and adven- 
ture. Not that the Poet or Painter ought to be re- 
ftf»incd to the ktter of hiftocical truth. Hiftory 
rcpre- 
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reprerents what has realfy happened in Nature $/ 
the other Am exhibit what might have h-appened^ 
4^itfa fuch exaggeration orcircumdancc and fefU 
lure a^ may be deemed an improvement on Na- 
ture : but this exaggeration muft not be carried 
beyond the bounds of probability ; and thefe, ge- 
nerally fpealting, the knowledge of Hiftory will 
afcertain. It would be extremely diSlcult, if not 
impoOiblc, to find a man actually exifting, whofe 
proportions Oiould anfwer to thole of ihe Greek 
ilatue diflinguiOied by ihe name of the Apollo 
of Belvedere ; or to produce a woman fimitar in 
proportion of parts to the other celebrated piece 
called the Venus de Medicis j therefore it may 
be truly affirmed, that they are not conformable to 
the real (landard of Nature : ncvcrthelefs, every 
Artifl will own that they are the very archetypes 
of grace, elegance, and fymmetry i and every 
judging e>e muft behold them with adtniraiion 
as improvements on. the lines and lineaments of 
Nature. The truthis,thefculptoror ftatuirycom- 
pofed the various proportions . in Nature from a 
great number of different fubjeifiS) every indivi- 
dual of which he found imperfed or defective in 
fame otie particular, though beautiful in all the 
reft } and from thek obfervations, corroborated 
by talte and judgement, he formed an ideal pat- 
tern according to which his idea was modelled, 
and ^ducird io execution. 

Etskt 
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Every body knows the ftary of Zeuxis, the fa- 
mous painter of Heraclea, who, accotding to 
Piiiiy, invented the ch'iaro ofcura, or difpofuion of 
light and fliatle, amcng the ancients, and excelled. 
all his cotemporaties in the chromatique, or' art 
of colouring. This great artift being employed 
to draw a perfect beauija in the charader of He- 
len, to be placed in the Temple of Juno, culled 
out five of the moft be;>utifu! damfds the city 
coulti produce, and, fetefling what was excellent 
in each, combined them in one pi<£>iire according 
to the prcdifpofition of his fancy, fo that it (lioite 
forth an amazing model of per.e^tion*. In lilce 
manner, every man of Genius, regulated by true 
Tafte, entertains in hi» imagination an ideal 
beauty, conceived and cultivated as an improve- 
ment upon Nature : and this Vb refer to the at- 
Kde of Im 



I T is the bufinefs of Art to imitate Natu'e, but 
tiot with a fervile pencil ; and to chufe thofc atii. 

• Pi«brtequaefo, fntjuit, en iftit lirglnibua formofifliinai, 
dum ]>ingo id quod pollicif.i» fum voblt, u; mutum in limO- 
lacrumcx animaii Meinplo reritis transferacui. Hie a-jrcm 
quinque delegit. Neque enim puf«»it omnia <\nx qua-rere 
>ul venuQutm uiio in corpote fc rcpcrire pofli; ; ideo quod 
nihil limplici in genne omnibus es pmlbus pcrfe&un na- 
turacxfolivit. Cic. Lib. >. dc Inv. cap. 1. 

tudes 
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tudes and difpofitions only, which are beauiiful 
and engaging. With this view we muft avuid all 
djfagreeable profpe<as of Nature which excite the 
ideas of abhprrcncc and d.fguft. For example, a 
Painter would not find his account in exhibiting 
the refemblance of a dead carcafe half confumed by 
vermin, or of fwine walh>wing in^rdure, or of a 
beggar loufing hlmfclf on a dunghill, though 
thefc fcenes {hould be painted never fo naturally, 
Btid all the world mu(^;tlIow that the fcenes were 
taken from Nature, l)i:caufe the merit of the 
imitation would be greatly over^balanccd by the 
vile choice of the Ariift, There arc, never- 
thclefs, many fcenes of horror which pleafc in 
' the reprefentation, from a ceruin interelling 
greatnefs which we (hall endeavour to cxpUin, 
when we come to coufider the Sublime* 

Were we to judge every production by the ri- 
gorous rules of Nature, we Ihould rejedl the Iliad 
of Homer, the JEnod of Virgil, and every cele- 
brated tragedy of antiquity and the prcfent times, 
becaufe there is no fuch thing in Nature as an 
He£lor or Turnus talking in hexameter, or an 
Othello in blank veile: we (houtd condemn the 
Hercules of Sophocles, and the Mifer of Moliere, 
becaufe we never knew a hero fo ftrong as the one. 
or a wretch fo fordid as the other. But if wecon- 
ilder 
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fider Poetry as an elevation of natural dialogue^ 
as a delightful vehicle for conveying the noblcft 
fencifnents of hcroirm and patriot virtue, to re- 
gale the lenfe with the founds of mufical cxpref- 
fion, while the fancy is raviflied with enchanting 
images, and (he h?art warmed to rap ture and ex- 
tafy, we muft allow that Poetry is a perfection to , 
which Nature would gladly afpire ; and that 
though it furpafles, it does not deviate from hcr^ 
provided the charaiflcrs are marked with propriety 
and fuf^ained with Genius. Chara£lers there- 
fore, both in Poetry and Painting, may be a little 
overcharged or exaggerated without offering via- 
-f-isftsfitlt^itaie i nay, they muft bc'exa^erated 
in order to be Urilcing, and to prelerve the idea of 
Imitation, from whence the reader and fpe£)ator 
derive in many inllances their chief delight. If 
we meet a common acquaintance in the ftreet, wc 
fee him without emotion ; but fhould we chance 
to fpy his portrait well executed, we are ftruck 
with pleafiiig admiration. In this cafe the plea- 
Ture arifes entirely from the Imitailon. We every 
day hear unmoved the natives of Ireland and Scot- 
land fpeaking their own dialects j but fliould aa, 
Knglifhman mimic either, we arc apt to burll 
out into a loud laugh of applaufe, being furprifed 
and tickled by the Imitation aloncj though, at the 
(jime time, we cannot but allow that the Imitation 
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is imperfe^. We are more afftiftcd by reading 
Shakefpeare's deftriptJon of Dover ClifF, and Oc- 
way's PiiSlurc of the Old Hag, than wefhouldbe, 
were we n&utWy placed on the fummit of the one, 
or met in reality with fudi a beldame as the other ; 
becanfc in reading thefe dcfcriptions we refer to 
our own experience, and perceive with furprjfe the 
juilnefi of the Imitations. But if it is fo clofe as 
to be miftaken for Nature, the pleafure then will 
ceafe, becaufe the f4t^>!iri, or Imitation no longer 
appears. 

Aristotle lays, that all Poetry and MuAc i» 
Imitation *, whether epic, tragic, or comic, 
whether vocal or inftrumental, from the pipe or 
the lyre. He obfervcs, that in man there is a 
propenfity lo imitate even from hi^ infancy ; that 
the firll perceptions of the mind are acquired by 
Imitation, and feems to think that ihepleafure de- 
rived from Imitation is the gratification of an ap- 
petite implanted by Nature. We lliuuld rather 
think the pleafure it gives, arifes from the mind's 
contemplating that excellency of Art which thus 

rivals 



I , Google 



ESSAY XIV. i6i 

rivals Nature, and feems to vie with her in creat* 
ing fuch a ftrilcing reremblance of her works. 
Thus tbc Arts may be juftly termed Imitative, 
even in the article of Invention : for, in forming 
a character, contriving an incident, and defcrib- 
ing a fcene, he muft ftill keep Nature in view, and 
refer every particular of his invention to her 
ftandard ; othcrwife his produflion will be dcfti- 
tute of truth and probability, without which the 
beauties of Imitation cannot fubfifl. It will be a 
monfter of incongruity, fuch as Horace alludes 
to, in the beginning of his Eplftle to the Pifos : 



Humaitt capiH c€rvicem fi3vr iqaatam 
Jungirtji •otiii, 6f •variai inductri flumat 
Vndiqu* ttllatii mimhris, Kt turpiUr airam 
Defintu in fifitm, mulur ftrmefa ft^tme '. 
^eSatam aJmifi ; ri/um Itruatii, amiri f 

fuppofe a painter to a human head 
Should Juin a borr«'« neck, and wildty fpreai} 
The vai'ious plumage of the feather'd kind 
O'er limhi of different bcafti abfuntlj join'd j 
' Or if he gave to view a beauteou* maid 
Above the waift with every chaim uray'd j 
£hould a foul filh her lower parts unfold. 
Would you DOC iai^jh fuch piflure* to behold t 

Ths magaxine of Nature fupplies a'l thofe 
i stages wbkfa compofe the □.oft beautiful Imii^ 
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tions. This the Artift examioes occafionally, as 
he would confult 3 colledion o( maflerlj iketches ; 
and, felcding paiticukn fcr his purpofe, mingles 
the ideas with a kind of enthufiafm, or t1 Siwr, 
which is Aat gift of heaven we call Genius, and 
finalljr produccsruch a whole, as coowoands admi- 
ration and appUufe. 
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THE ftod/ of Ptdite Literature is generally fup- 
poTed 10 include atl die Liberal Arts of Poe- 
try, Painting, Sculpture, Mulic, Eloquence, and 
Architcdure. All thefe are founded on imitaiioa : 
and all of them mutually aJSll and illuftratc each 
other. But as Painting, Sculpture, Mufic, and 
Architedure, cannot be perfeSly attained without 
long praSioe of manual operationi we fball dif- 
tinguiih them (irom Poetry and Eloquence, vriiich 
depend entirely on cbe faculties of die mind ; arvl 
on thefe laft, as on the Arts, which immediately 
conflitute the Belles Lettres, employ our at- 
tention in the prefent enquiry : or, if it fitould 
run to a greater length than we propoTe, it Ihall be 
confined to Poetry alone; s, fubje^t that compre- 
hends in its full extent the province of Tafte, oc 
what is called Polite Literature^ and difiersellen* 
tially from Eloquence, both in its end and origin. 
Pqetkt fprung from eafe, and was conlecratcd 
lo pleafure ; whereas Eloquence arole from necef- 
£ty> and aims at coari^on. When we fay Poe- 
try 
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try Iprang from eair, perhaps we ought to except- 
diat fpecin of it which owed its rife to infpira- 
tion and cnthururm, and properly belonged to tiic 
culture of religion. In the firft ages of mankind^ 
and even in the origiiul ftate of Nature, the un- 
lettered mind mud have been flruck with Tubllme 
conceptions, with admiration and awe, by thole 
great phznooiena, which, though every day re- 
peated, can never be viewed without internal emo- 
tion. Thofe would break forth, in exclamations 
ncprelGve of the paffion produced, whether fur- 
prife or gratitude, terror or exultation. The 
rifing, the apparent cotirfc, the fetting, and feem- 
ing renovation of the fun ; the revolution of light 
and darlcnefi ; the fplenduur, change, and cir- 
cuit of the moon, and the caoc^y of heaven be- 
fpangled with ftars, muft have produced Cxpref- 
floiu of wonder and adoration. '* O glorious lu- 
minary ! great eye of the world ! Iburce of that 
light which guides my fteps f of that heat which 
warms me when chilled iwith ^Id \ of that influence 
which chean the face of Nature 1 whither doll 
thou retire every evening with the Ihades 1 
Whence doft thou fpring every morning with re- 
novated luftre, and never-foding glory ^ Art not 
thou the-niler, the creator, the God, of all that 
I behold i I adore thee, as thy child, thy Have, thy 
ftippliant ! I crave thy prote^on, and the conti- 
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WuuRe <t &y gobdnefs 1 LexTe me not to pe- 
vUh widi cold, or to wander folitary in utter 
4axkatb ! Return, return,' after thy wonted ab- 
Ibttce,: drive bc%e thee the gloomy clouds that 
would obfoirelhefKe of Nature. Thebirds be- 
gin to warUe> and every anfnuJ is filled with glad- 
IIC& at Aj si^oacb : even ^ trees, the heiti, 
«ild the flowers, fem to r^oice with freflier beau- 
ties, and ibad forth a grateful incenfe to thy 
^xjwer, from whence their origin is derived I" 
A number of individuals, inipired mth the fame 
ideas, would join in thefe onfons» which wouU 
M acCbrnpanied with correfponding gefticulationa 
«f the body. They would be improved by prac- 
tice, and grow regvlar from r^tition. The 
Ifoundc and gefluret would naturally fall iota 
meafioed cadence. Thus the fong and d^nce 
would btproduced ; and a fyftem of worffaip be- 
"iog formed, the Mufe would be confecrated ta 
the purpofes <tf religion. 

Hbmcb Aofe forms of tkankfgivings, and lita- 
nies erf' fu^licuion, with which the religious 
lites of all aatioss, even the moft barbarous, are 
at this day celebrated in ei-ery quarter of the 
Icnown world. Indeed this is a circumfl^ce in 
which aU nations furpriftngly agree, how much 
foever they may (titter in every aher article q£- 

VpL. I. I Uws, 
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lam, cuftomi, nuaoers, nd nligioa. The tn- 
ttent £g7ptius celebntod the feflinls of thok 
god Apt with hynuit aod dances. Tlie Aiper- 
fiidon of the .Greek*, , partly derived from ihe 
Egyptian^ abounded with .poetical ceremooiet, 
fucb aaachcxift** and tijwiD% fiing«ad danced at 
their apotbeolci, bciifioei, garner, and .divina- 
tioni. IIk Roman* had their c«nnMyMi(i0ry, and - 
Salian priclU, who, on certain feflirals, fung 
«nd<lanced through the flreets of Rome. The 
liraelitet.were £imoua for this kind of exultation.: 
** And Miriam >-tJw - prophcteli, the . liil^ of 
Aaron, took a timbrel in ber . bond* and all the 
women went out after her. with timbcdi -and 
intb dancet] and Miriam anfw.ered them. Sing 
]w to the Lord, ^."— *• And.David danc«] bs- 
feretheliord.wiih -all bis. might. "—The pfalma 
CompoTcdby ihismonarch, the longs of Deborah 
mdllaiah, are fanber.conficmationsof what we 
ihave advanced. 

f K<-H Ibe .nioeritcians the Greekt borromd 
-the curictl Ur.byan fong, when they facrificed 
their childien >to J)iana. The Poetry of the 
Bafds condituted ^reat port-of-the religious cere- 
■Otonies among. tbe-Gauls and firitans ; and the 
jcaroufals of the Uotbs were religious inflitutiontj 
celebrated with Congt trf triumph. I.he Mabome- 
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9fcin Dervife <Unc« to the round of die flute, 
-•nd whirls hitafelf rbunS until he gronm giddyt 
1^ Ms into 2 trance. Their Marabous compofe 
hymns in praile of Allah. The Chinefe cdctirate 
their grand felUvals vtidi proceffions o( idols, 
fongs, and hldnimentd mafic. The Tartars, 
Samoicdesj Laplanders, Negroes, even the Caf- 
fres called 'Hottentots, folemnize their worihip 
Cfuch as it is) with Tongs and dancing j to that we 
may venture to fay. Poetry is the univerlal vehi- 
cle in which all nations have exf rellVd their mcift 
fiiblime x;onceptions. 

'PoBTRir was, in all appearance, previous to 
Vny concerted plan of worthip, and to every 
'^abliflied ryflem of legiflation. When certain 
-individuals, by dint of fuperior prowefs ot Under- 
standing, had acquired the veneration of their fel- 
low ravages, and erefied themfelves into divinidoi 
on the ignorance and fuperftltion of mankind; 
then mythology took place, and fuch a fwarm of 
deidei arofe, as produced a religion nsplete with 
the moft Clocking abfurdities, Thofe whom 'their 
foperior talents had deified, were found co be Aill 
aSuated by the moittirutal paffions of human na- ' 
tnre j and, in sdl probabihty, their votaries were 
glad to find fuch examples to countenance their 
•frn vicious inclinations. Thus fornication, in- 
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«eft, ripe, and even beftulity, were t a n fli fi ad'ty 
4hc sunouTi of Jupiter, Paq, Man* Venus^ and 
ApoUo. Tbcft wM patronwifd by .Mcrcuiyj 
■drunkcniwb by ^wcbiu j and cruelty by Diana. 
Tbelaine beroet and legiJlatot^ thofe .wfaode- 
Jivered tbeir country, founded citie^ eflablllbed 
^ietief, iorented uicful arts, orcontribnted ik 
4ny eminent degree to the Ificurity and happinefc 
«f tbcir feUowTcreaturcs, wne ifllpjred by the 
^ameluAs aod^petitet iriiich domineered among 
4he inferior xlaJIet of mankind.; thaefore emif 
drice incident to iuiouui nature was cdebrated in 
tiic worQjjp of one or oiher of tbcfediviniticB.s and 
.every infiimity-coiifecrated by. public feaftand (o- 
lemn faciificc. In thefe inDitutions the Poet 
bwe a principal Ihare. It was his genius that 
^contrived the .plan, that executed the form of 
worftiip, and recorded in vcrfe tfae origin and 
jidventures of their gods and ileiBi-£fid>. Hence 
4be impurities and horrors of cattain ^litss i die 
proves of Paphos and Baal-feor; the orgies of 
Sacchut t the human £icrifices to Moloch and 
J^iaiu. iience the theogony of Heliod j the 
theology of Homer.) and ihofe innumerable 
«Daxims ^fcaitered through the anticnt Poets, in- 
^ting manliiiul to gratify their Icnfual appeiitesi 
in inutation of the gods, .who were certainly the 
^£ftJudge8.of .hagpiaela. ittswellJuiown, that 
flat* 
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PQrto expelled Homer from his commonwealth^ 
on account of the iqImious charsSen bjr wfaicli- 
be hath diftinguHhed h» ddtie^ u weH as fa^* 
Ibme depraved fentinianls wfaidi-lw found^diffiifed- 
through thecourfeoflthellitdand Odylley. Cicero 
enters into the fpirit of Plato, and exclaims in hit- 
firft book /)/ ASrtBm/KarwM, Nie multa ahfar^ 
ditra funt ta-,, qua^fMtarmti- wtiius Jufiiy iff^ 
fuavitate nacutrunt : qui, if ira inflammatas, & 
Jibldirti furmtetfi tndmxtrunt l}ies^ fictrunlqu* ut- 
ttrum ifl/at pu^naif.fr^lia, vulmra v'ldtrtmiis : 
tdiapratinaj dij^iatdijcerdiair-t.-tnj^ ht:r:t:,'r, 
^tnlat,_ lanutttatietui, tffufa$ in tmni inUmpc- 
ramid liiidinttf aduheriay viutula, turn human* 
gftur/aucuiiiuittturtalejfueex immcrtaU fncrta- 
tat. *< Nor are thole thing* much man abfurd 
which, flowing from the Poet's tongue, have 
done nifehief even by the fweetncli of his ex- 
preffioo. The Poet* have intioJuced god< in- • 
flamed with anger and enraged with lull ; and 
even produced before our eyes their wars, their 
wranglinff, their duels, and their wounds. They 
have expofed befides, their antipathies,, animo- 
fuies, and diflenfions ; their origin and death j 
their complaints and lamentations i their appe- 
tites, indulged to all manner of excefc, ineir advil- 
I 3- tcries 
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terieS} their fetters, their amorouE commerce wilb 
the huniiin fpecics ; and from immortal parent^ 
deiived a mortal offspring." 

As the felliva]&of the gods oeceflariljr produced 
good cheer, which was often carried to riot and 
debauchery, mirth of confeq^ueace prevailed ; and 
this was always attended . with buffooncrji;* 
Taunts and jokes, and raillery and repartee, 
would necclTarily cnfue j. and individuals would* 
contend for the viflory in wit and genius. Thcfc 
contefts would in time be reduced to fome regular 
tions, for the entertainment of the people thus 
aflemblfd, and Tome prize wuuld be decreed 
to him who was judged to excel his rivals. The 
candidates for fame and profit being thus ftimulate^ 
would tafk their talents, and naturally recommend 
thefe ahernaie rccrimination& to the audience, by 
clothing them with a kind of poetical mcafure^ 
which fliould bear a near refemblance to profe. 
Thus, as the fokmn fervice of the day was com- 
pofed in the moft fublimc fpecics of Poeuy, fuch 
as the ode or hymn, the fubfequent ahercation 
was carried on in Iambics, and gave rife to Satire. 
V e are told by the Stagyritc, that the higheft fpe- 
cics of Poetry was employed in celebrating great 
aaions i but the humbler fort ufcd in this kind ot 
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■onteotion**; ind diat in the aget of antiquitjr 
there wen finite baid* dut profelled Heroics, and 
Ibsw that pretended to haJtoa onl;. Oi i*m 

To diefe rude beginnings we not only owethe' 
liirtfi of Satire, but lilcewife the origin of Dramatis 
Poetry. Tr^edy hcrfellv which afterwards at- 
uined to fucbdigiiicy as to rival the Epic Mule, 
was at firft no other than a trial of Crambo, or 
Tambics, between two pealants,. and a goat was 
^e prize, as Horace calls it, vile etrtarntn oi bir- 
turn.; " a mean conteft. for a Jie-goat." Henct 
die name t^rmKi, Agnizing xJnt goiit-fong, (torn 
Tfoya^ blrcui^ and fJq tarmen, 

Oirmine qia tragict vHeat eertatnt tb biremm, 
Mex ttiam agrrfiti falyrot itada'viJ, W ^^fr 
Incidwiii grmvitate jtewa tcalavil , toqfud 
IlUeibris irat S grata aoi/itate ateraxdmi 
aptaatar, ftuiSufqac facrit, fS fptttt It IxUx. HOK. 
The tiagic bard, a goat his humble pfue. 
Bide Tdtyrs nalud and uncouth ariS ; 
Hit mule lc*ere, lecure and unfliuaj'cl); 
The ruttic joke in firfemn Ihain convcy'd j. 
. For ngvdiy alone he kmnr could chinn 

AUwIeft-crottdi. with.wioe lod falling wamu 

'* at fU> yaf o-ifttinpri, tot noAof ijui^uurro 9fa^*k 

1 4 Satiks 
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Satire then was oaglnaSy a clowmft ii»*. 
logue in loofe Iambics, fo called' becaufc the ac» 
tors were difguifed like £it7rv who not oal; re>> 
rited the praiies of Bxchus, or forae oAae deity,, 
but inlerQierred their hymns with Ikrcaftic joke*^ 
and attercation. Of this kind is the Cytlep of 
Euripides, in which Ulyfles is the principal ador* 
The Romans alfo had their Atillan^ or intcrludet- 
of the fame nature,, lb called fi-om the city o£' 
uAellfff where they were fitfi afted : but thclie.- 
were highly poliOted incomparifixi of ibeoriginak 
cntettauinMn^ which wa» altc^etber rude and. 
indecent. Indeed the Qtltp ttfelf, though com— 
pofed by the accomi^ifiied Enii^dei, abonndfr. 
with fiich imparity, as au^ sot to a^icar on ibc. 
Amge of any cirfliscd natioa* 

It ia my rcmarfcablr, tfiat die Jtellam^ wbida. 
were in t&& iragi-cooicdies, grew Mo foch 
cfiean aoMi^ the Rntum, that d>e p c itomt a i 
in ibefc pieces enjoyed fevoal pririlcg^ vAidi 
were Fcbfed to tbc on&auy »GtJt». Tbcy were 
notobliged to unmaflc, like the other players, wfaea 
iheir adion waa dilagrccabfe to the auctieiice. 
They were admitted into the army, and enjoyed 
(he piivileges of free cibzeiMf without incurring 
that difgrsce which was affixed to the chara^lers- 
of 
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of other aSkon *• The Poet Laberius, who was 
of equeftf JBii order, being preflcd by Julius Cxfar 
to a^ a part in his own performance, complicd- 
with great relu^nce, and compluned of the 
difliooour be had incurred, in his prohigue pre- 
ferved by Macrobius, which is one of the matt 
elegant morfeb of antiquity. 

T&AOIDY and Comedy flowed from Ac bait 
fevntMnt tboi^ their ftreanu were bon dividedk- 
The &ine eatertaitunent which, under die- 
atnwof Znv<«^ ma ™<M]"xt>ibited byclowiiati 
for die prise of a goa^ near (bme - rural altar of 
Bacchus, afliimcd the apfiellation of Cenutfy' 
wbeo it wu traarieired'into cities, andre^irclented 
witii a litfle mOile decorum in a cart 0^'w^gbn». 
d>at ftroBed from ftreet to flreet, as Ae niune- 
MipiJU iaif^ie^ being dKived : from u^a ftrecr,.. 
and mW* pocnh To thit origin Horace alludesia* 
dtefeIiM»: 

DUkar, V piMj/hirvac^ftmaia Tltjfit, 

Tbe^Mi) iowatac of Oranutk atir. 
Gmr^dbianfirut aA*n-in anrt I 

• Cum vteBt IndieiaiB, rcenam^ue totam proT^ iaet^ ' 
iwti tpru id hominum non moife honm ciThimreliqiK)-- 
nmnrtKi M ctnnt triba QKnrtri notatitoe cenbrik «»-• 
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Higti o'er the emwd tbe mimic tribe (ppoT'df 
And pky'd ud Aiagi iridi lece of iriiie beCnar'tU- 

Thespis is called the inventor of the Dra* 
nutic An^ becauie he raiied the fubjeft froar 
dovrnifli altercation to the cbaraQer and exploit* 
of fbtnc hero : he improved the language atuf 
▼erfificadon, and relieved the Chonis by the^ 
dialogue of two aflors. This was the firft ad-^ 
Vance towards that confummation of Genius an<f 
Alt which conftitutet what if now called a per- 
fcft Tragedy. The next great improver -mt- 
JEfchylus, of whom the Ikaie critic byt^ 

Fo/I bwu ptrjBKM paU^jat rifirttr bamtfim 
JEfibjUiS moMeu iiijlravitfii^iunigmn, 
Ei ^CMt magmotfiu laqui, nitiqat ttlho-m.. 

Then JBSthjlw a decent viiard nt'd i 
Bu^t a iow tktge i the flawing rob* difliu'4.V 
In hu^uip more fubHme two a&an wage, , . 
And ID the gncefol buIkiD trad the ftagc 

The dialogue which Thefpis introduced wat 
colled the Epifidt, becauie it was an addition to 
the former fubjcA, namely, die prailes of Bacchus i 
fe that now Tragedy confifled of two dittind 
parts* independent of each other ; the old Rtctta- 
thut which wasthe CfrsrK;, fung in honour of the 
|odi i and tbc Bpiftdtf vrtuch tvmed upoa 
th« 
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the adventure! "of fome hero. This Epifode 
bnng found very agreeable to the people, ^fchy- 
his, who lived about half a century after Thefpli, 
ftiU improved the drama, united the chorus to 
die epi^efo as to make them both parts or mem- 
bers of one fable, multiplied the adors, coir- 
trived the ftage, and introduced the deooiatibns 
of the theatre; (0 that SophocIts> wHo fdccecdett 
^fchylus, had but One Hep to fu^mount in order to 
brii^ the drama- to perfeSion. Thus Tragodjr 
was gradu^y dbtached Irom its original inftitu-— 
' don, which was entirely religious. Thepricfls of. 
B»:chus loudly cofflplained'Df'this'innovation by. 
means W Me Epifodej which -w» foreign to dis 
intention' of the Chorus; iind heiJce arole the pto~ 
verb of,MAi^i7rfi)MJij^(%_"notHingtis the pur-! 
pofe." Plutarch himfelP'oientions the Epifode as & . 
penrerfion of tragedy, from the honour of the, 
Gods to the paffions of men : , but,.notwichftand— 
iilg '^ op|k)fitro9i'tHenewTsag^y fuecpedc'd'to-", 
admiration'; betaufe it was .found the moftpjea-i 
fing vehicle of conveying moral truths, of meli<>. . 
rating the hearii and. extending tKe. intcsefts oEf 
hiunanity;. 

:CauttfTi iiectjirdihg^ td AriftJitIf,'' is 'tte' 
ywngcBfiftrtofl-rageay; A^ tHc ftflVbrigiriaij/ '■ 
owned upoo ai«''pi«fcsof the gfSds,' the latter' ' 
' l^ dwelt. 
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dwetton the follies and vices (rf'iiiaDkind. Sudiy 
wc mean, was the Scope (rf that fpecics of Poetrj 
which acquired the name of Comedy, in contra* 
diftin£tioD to the Tragic Muicj for in the begin- 
ning they were the lame. The foundation upon 
Kbcih Comedy was builtwehave alreadyexplained 
tobethe pra^icc of fatiricalrcparteeoraltercation^ 
in which individuals expdcd the folliet and frail- 
ties of each other on puUJc occafiont of wor- 
(hip and foftivity. 

Thi firft F^ular plan of Comedy la ftid t» 
have t>een the Margitts of Homcr> expofing die 
i^nefs and folly of a wortiilels cfaant^ler j but 
of this performance we have no remains. That 
Avifion which is termed the Antitxt Cmtdft 
belongs to the labours of Eupolis, CratimiS} and 
Ariflopbanes, who were cotemporaries, and 
flourilhed at Athens about four hundred and thirtjt 
jears before the Cfariftian sera. Such was the 
licence of the Mule at diis period, that, faz from 
hfliing vice in general chara^rs^ flte bt^ly ex- 
hibited the »aa portrait of every individual who 
had rendered himMf remarkable or notorious by 
U* crimes, folly> and debauchery. She aflUmed 
every circumftaacc o( his exterital ^ppeanuici^ 
Us very attire, air, manner, andeTeahiti»tin.( 
according to the obferntiOD ot Horace, 

—1. 1 1.. I. 1.1 iw^FMUt 
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— !■ pMntar CemtxtSa prifca vhrtrwm tfl t . 
$i tpus trot dignui deferibi, quod maim, ^tufur,, 
S^ machu foret, aat/tarha, a»t t^t^id ' 
Mamafiu, gwktitMm Ubtrtau mttabmM. 

The Comic Poet*) In iti orlicft >g^ 
' Whofbrm'il themaniwcaof the Grtau&aift'^ 
Wu there a TilUin wkofinight jnftl; claim 
A better right of bang dann'd .to famci 
Kake, cut-tbroat, thi*^ whatever wai hi* anOMf, 
Tbe]r baldly ftigmatit-'-d the vntthinilunM.. 

£up<^s is laid bxhwe-bliiteed Ald Mw Ie i in diip 
mwiaer, and to havs fallen a facrifice to tbe re* 
fentDwnt of dut powerfiilAifatnuo : bat odicra- 
bf he .was. drowned in dw lfcUd)toni^ durJng » 
war i^amfltfaeLacednnoniaH i andAa^ incon- 
fcqpeace of this accident, Iht ^henhun paftd • 
4Kre^ thatno Bdk flunild ever bear annt. 



. Tiu Ccmocttn of Crattmu are'H 
^ Quimilian ftir their elixiueiiee ; and Flutanft- 
tills BS, that ewn PcrklH hioifetf eouU' not' 
cfcape the ceobreoftbii FocL 

- AmltToncAMiB, of whom there are deven 

QMBsdieft ftyi extan^ enj<qwd &dk » pre-ctni^ 
news of.npWacionv that the Athenianti b/a' 
ptAlk dccR^ honoured him with a crovm 
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eutde at a ccmfecntei] olive-tree,' whicb grew or 
ihc citadH, for his care and fucccTi in dcccfting. 
and cxpofing the vices of thofe who governed the 
eommonwealth. Yet this Poet^ whether impel- 
led by mere wantonnels of genius, or aAuated 
bjr malice and envyj could not reftain frooi em- 
ploying Ae {hafts of tua ridicule againfl Socrates^ 
the moft venerable charai^cr of Pagan antiquity. 
In the Comedy of The Clouds, this virtuous Phi- 
It^opher was eidubited on the fla^ under bis own. 
name, in a cloak exa^y refcmbling that which 
Socrates wof^ in a malk. modelled from- hit- fea- 
ttires> difputing iNitilicUy on the nature of rig^t> 
apd wrong. This was! undoubtedly an tnflaoce 
of the moft. flagrant: fiocntioufiKfi ; and what ren- 
ders it tha more extraordinary, the audience re* 
ceived it with great applaurcycvsn while Socntea- 
himfelf&tpublickly.in the theatre. Thetnitfait^ 
the Athenianaweic fo fond of ridicule, that they. 
qpIi&^.i|(.<9W>.wh*a emfllt>)ttd.- againfl:' the gods 
t^nfilflv^,, foqie vf v^ak chaiaflcis were yery> 
lyi^hly hantUed by Ariiloghanes and bis n»lt> 
in reputation.. ''- -i 

WEmigjichsredfawapaiaVclWtweendwm- 

h^iti^ts.of Athens and the i)»ttves.«£ England^ 

in {toint of conflitutioiv genius, and diliwfitioii^ 

Athens waf a fice ftate lik« En^and, . th^ pit)aed; 

ittif. 
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Jtfelf upon die influence of tha demoency. Like 
England, Its wealth aad firengdi depended upon 
its maritime power ; and it generalljr a£ted at 
ampira-in the difputes that arofc among its neigh, 
bourit- The people of Athens, like thofe of £a* 
gland, were rcmarkaUy ingenioiUt and madQ 
great progrefe in the Arts and Sciences. T'h^ 
•xccUed in Poetry, Hiftory, Philofophy, Mecha- 
nics, and' ManubAures ; thcjr were acut^. dif- 
cerning, difpuutious, fickle, wavering, raflf* 
and combuftible, and, above all Mher nations in 
Europe, addiSed to ridicule }. a chaiaAu whick 
the Engltfli. inherit ia. a. jtryj remarkaUe; 
degree^ 

Ip we may judge Ram the writings of Ari- 
fiophaaes,. his chief aim wai to gratify the f[^ni 
and excite the mirth of his audience i of an audli- 
snce too that would &en tohave,bcen uninfonned' 
by TaSe, and altogether ignoiai^ of decorum }- 
fer his pieces are replete with the moil extravagant 
^furdities, virulent Hander,. impiety,, impurities^ 
and low Duflbonery. The Comic Mule, not con- 
tented with being allowed to make free with the 
gods and philolbphers, applied her fcourge fo fe- 
»ercly, t&the magiKratcs of the commonwealth* 
dut it was thought proper to reftrain her within 
bguodfe by irUw> eiu^ng, that no f erfbn fliould 
bt 
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be (Kgntatiled under bit real lume; and thui die 
eiionu was filenoed. In order to elude die pe* 
lalty of dii> kw, and gratify tbe Tafle of tba 
geopte* Ac Poet> began to fnbftitnte fi^tious 
wametf under wbicfa they exhiinted particular 
ihiri^tere in fuch lively colourij dut the le-- 
fanblance could not poSblybe niftaken or o««fw 
looked. This prafiice gave rife to what is called 
tbe MiJMt Ctmitfyf which was but of {ban dura* 
lioa : for tbe legislature, perceiving dut the firft 
law bad not removed the grievance agamft whkh 
ilWBi provided, ifliicd a. fccopd otdinance^ foe- 
liidding,.uixl«i' ftvere penalties) any real or fiuni^ 
occurrences to be r^irefenw). This reflriOioa 
was the immediate eaufi: of irofffoving Comedy. 
into a general minroi^ held forth to refleft die va« 
ROUS foUies and feiUes incident to Human Na- 
ture! afpecies of writing called die AGnctCsnr^: 
itttroiucfld by Oipbilus and Menander, of iriwfr: 
voilH nothint butia fow fragmeatt icmaifu 
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HAVING comraunicited our- fentiments: 
touching tbt origin of PoeUf^. hy tracing 
Tngftdy and Gotaeiy to dieir c«fBiBob foiuce, wC 
^»U now cftdeuroui t^ pMM out the criteria, by 
wtach Poetry k dftinguiOied from ever; othei. 
^ccict of wzitiilg. In ooramon with other Artv 
fiich xf ftatukry and painting, t( cotnpireheada imi-i- 
tation, invention, compofitiea, and.aitthiiliafnu 
Imiution i), iodoed, th? bafis of aJt.thc liberal. 
Art! : Iwention and Enthufiafm conHitoM Ge- 
nius, in whatever mannen it ma; be difiilayed* 
Elo<|ubnce of all forts admits of Entbufiafmi. 
TuHjf &ya, an orator (houtd be vthtmem.ut pn^- 
ttlhy. txeitatut »t ttrrtnSy iacettfus utfulmtn i tt^- 
fcaVi ftdgm-ah,. et. rafidit tlaqutntiafiuSibui sunaa. 
fnritit tt ^roturivK " Violeiit as a tempeft, im- 
petuous as a torrent, and. glowirtg inWnfe like 
Ihe red bok of heayon, he thunders, lightens, 
«yHlfarow*h and, heas doun all beficffe him, bj. 
thL- 
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the imfiftiblc tide of. Eloquence." This i* ^lat 
MMs divtnitr etftu m magna ftnaturum. of H»* 
lact. Tliit is the talenCi, 

^—UamjmftSMi-Umattrai^i 

IrrHat, mdeft, ftf/lrttmnimi itfltft. ^ 

With pafluMU not M]PO>m who fire«ti^IiMrt> - 
Who widiiiiutal urrors Gils raj bmfi, 
Ai with 2 magic influence pol&fl. 

We are told, that Micinel. Ai^rio-fituMUiotls 
ufed to work M hit flaiQet. in » ^ of entfaufla&nt 
during which he made the fragsirats of.thc Hon* 
fly about him wiUi Airprifing violence. The ce- 
lebrated lAilly being one day blamed for fetting* 
Dothing to>mufic but the languid verfo of Qjii- 
naulc, was animated #i(b the^ reproach, and nia^ 
ningin afit of endiuGafm.tohis harpfichoid, fung 
in recitative and accompanied fourpatiit^ic linet- 
from the Iphigeoia of Racine wi A fuch expreffion,^ 
at filled thft heaters with aftonilhm^t and horror.. 

Though Ver(i£catibn-be- oreof th«critcria 
thatdiflinguifli Poetry from Frofe, yet it is notth«- 
Ible njarlc of ditiindtion. Were the Uiflorics- of 
Eolybius and Livy fimpty turned into Verfe, tbejK 
woNld not become Poems ^becatilc they, would 
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\e dellitute of thofe figures^ cmbellUhmentt, and 
flights of imagination,, which difplay the Poct'a 
Art and Invention. On the other hand, wc have 
■lany produAioos that jufily lay claim to the tide: 
af Poetry, without baviag the adnmtage af Vet-- 
fification i. witnels the Pfi^im of David, die Song 
of Soloinoii^ with many beautiful hymos^ defcrip- 
tions, and rhapTodies, to be found in dif!erenc 
ptrts of the Old Teftament ; Ibme of diem th» 
immediate produ^ion of divine infpiration : wit- 
oeft the Celtic fr^ments «diich have lately ap- 
peared in the Englifh language, and are certainly 
replete with poetkat merit. Biit though gpod 
verfification alone will not conRitute Poetry, bad 
verfification alone will certainly dsgtadc andreiw 
der difguftful the fublitneft fentinients ' and fimft 
Sowers of imagination. This humiliating power of 
bad Verfc appears in many traofiatiou of the an- 
tienl Poeti ; in Ogilby's Homer, Trapp's Virgil, 
and frequently in Creech's Horace. 7'btE Uft, m" 
deed, is not wholly devoid of fpitit, but itieldoo 
tifct above mediocrity j, and as Horace fays, 

^—MeSteriiiu tjft ftttii 

Iba bmbur, mn Dl, nta eweepri nlamim^ 

But God and mu mnd letcer'd poft denicE 
"SbMX Focti ctq: arc pf middling Hu. 

How 
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How is thit beautifid Ode beginning widi" 7>^ 
bfflt (S tmmctm praptfiti virvm^ chilled and tamit 
by the following tnnilatitMi ^ 

He ithftby principle !• AvayMj 

lit tniA — >i juftiec ftiU the ftn^. 

Xindthcr of tiie orand afrud, . 

Tho' dni broili the ItHe inflame i- 

Vor to a han^u^ t^rrant'e frown win Aoop, . 

Har toang^jAonu, wbenall^ wiadi ucvp.. 

Should HitBK.wiAc«nv«lfiaMJlMk^. 
Struck with the Haj bolu of Jorc>. 
The final doom- md dnadful enuk 
Cuinot Us eonftiiit coungc taan,. 

Thri long Alexandrine—** N«r to a nging forn^ 
Mm aB the wbdi are up," ii drawling, fecUe^. 
firalr irith a {deooaTtn ur tautolt^, a* well ai de- 
ficieK.in the rirfiiio; and as- fbi " ihe dreadful 
tnok"' in the next flaoza, inftead of. exciting 
•crrort itC0tivey«-alow and ludicrout idea. How< 
anidf mora elegant and energetic is this paraphrafe 
of die &me Ode, inferted in one <^ the voluDua> 
trf Hume's HiDory of England i 

Tbe nun who&nund) on rirtuC'beBt,, 
CiuTuef famt -greatly good inient. 

With unUivei-tcd alaii 
Serene bdioldi the angry cravd; 
Hv can their clamours fierce and loud . 

Bit AubbwD hoBour taioB. 
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:Kor die praod tjnnt'i fierceft thmti 
•Mdr ftoon* dutfroiD dicir duk retnst 

.Hot Jtm'i dread belt Am Jhaket dw]^ 
The finucr pogxife af bii ibal 
With «il iu.^»«cr en ibaks, 

.'Slwuld Natim*«&iiiw ianuiu Gil^ 
JUdChaMo'crthefiakiBgtMU 

Refume j rin^ iw l fwijri 
Jlt( Munge ckiacc and hit defitt, 
Mor fecit the wivck of evth and 4(i« 

Obftrufi it* deftin'd vay. 

IrPaetrjraufts-independciitof'verri&Mtan, it 
«ill lutunl^ be a&ed, how then is it to be diftiR- 
^tfhed I IJndoubtedif, by its own pMilliar ex- 
preffion : it has a -lai^uagc of it* awOy which 
Upeaki (o fectiMgly to the heart, and fo jrfeafingly 
'to the imagindtioii, that ita meaiiing awtiot po& 
Jibly be mifundcrilood by any .pei&n-rf delicate 
4cnfations. It isa fpccies of painting with wo^<l^ 
.in which the figures are happily conceived, inge- 
sliioufly arranged, alfeAingly expieflcd, and le- 
'Comnicnded with all the warmth and hartnony.c^ 
colouring: it conflfts of imagcr-y, detcription, 
'metaphors, fimileSi and fentiment>, adapted with 
propriety to the fubjedl. To contrived and executed 
4S to fbocb the car, Airpnlc and delight xbcfancyv 
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nend and melt the bear^ elevate the mind, anl 
fleafedw UB(lMQ«ndin{. Accordii^to FUcca% 

Ant pnJegi vibM, mat itUBart ftStti \ 
Jtatfauul V jucuHda Sf idmett £etrt vitmt 

Poet* would pIofi^ar deli^'minklnilt 

'And with-tk'amufing fttew ibe inftroftivv jain'd-K 

Vmne tuUt pia3tim, qui mi/cmt itilr Met, . 
-LeSerea dtliSmMde, farkerpie m 



Trofit and pleafure mingled thui with Art, 
-. Tolboth the fancy and improved heut.—* 

TuoPEsand iiguret are likcwifc liberally ulei 
is Rhetoric ; and fome of tbc noil cdebratcd 
orators have owned thenrfelvn much indebted ts 
die Foct£. TheophraSus exprefs|y recommends 
the Poets for tbi* putpofe. From thnr fource 
the fpirit aiid energy, the pathetic, the fublime, 
and the beautiful, are derived *. But thefe figures 
mull be more Ipariogly ufed in Rhetoric than ia 
Poetry, and even then minted with argunienta> 
tion,anda detail of ^Ss altogether xlii^rent from 
Poetical narration. The Poet, inftead of Gmp|jr 

• Namqne ab hi* (Icilicet poetii) a in rebui (jitritui, ft 

invetlii* abTindtat, ttiaafftftitHit motut omaii, et'inper^ 

fimii decor pedtar. Qj^iktuiah, 1. x. 

relaCinj 
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idatiiig'the incrdent, Rtike9 off a glowing pic- 
ture of the feenc, inl sxhibits it in the moft 
livel;^ colours tothe eye of the imagination. « It 
it reported that Homer tras blind (lays Tdly in 
hisfruiiculanvQneiHoat-), yet Ms Poetry is noother 
than Painting. Wfaat country, what climate, 
irtuU ideas, bathes, c<Hn motions, and contefis of 
men, as well as of irild beafts, has he not painted 
■in fuch a manner as -te bring before our eyes 
itoCe very fcenes which he bimrelf could not be- 
bold* i" W&«annot, therefore, .rtfbfcribe tothe 
0{Mnion of Ibme ingenious critics, who have 
blamed Mr. Pope-fta-'dfiviatiqgin.feine inftances 
ifrom the fimplicity of Homei;, in his tranflalion 
■of die Iliad and Odyfley. For example, the Gie- 
-cian bard fays fimply, the fun rofe} and his Traa» 
(Utat^yesusa beautiful pi&att: of tbefunrifmg.' 
-Homer mentions aperfon who played upon the 
-lyre j the Tranflator fets him before us warbling 
to the filver firings. If this be a deviation, it is 
-at the fame time an tmprovement. Homer him* 
ifelf, as Cicero obferves above, is full of this kind 
-of painting, and particularly fond of delcription, 
-even in fituations where the aSion fcems to re- 
^juire hatte. Neptune, obferving from Samotlirace 

• QjMe r^io. qusBon, quKfpecJe* fonnst, qine pngiia, 
^ malui hominum, qui lenuum, non ita expiAut eft, nt 
fUK jpfe nen vkkrii, nosutTidereiiMt, eSeccrit? 
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itfae dUcomfiturc of die Qreciui he&lv TtOf^ 
£Re* to their ifliftancc ani night have becK 
wafted tbitbcr in batf • line : but tbe bvd de* 
4cribe( him, firft, defending 4he neui^un tm 
which he fat j tccoiK% ftriding towacda iua pft* 
Isce at £gK^ aod yoldng bis hoifoi^ tfairdl^b* 
defcribes faiin putdng ooJii* annaia j »)d Uflj^- 
afceading hii cu, and dririi^ al«ag tbe liir&cc 
«f the fea. Fir frotn being di^uftcd by thdc de- 
<lajt, we are delighted -with the par^culan of th« 
delcriptioii. Notfaing-can be raorafublime than 
tbe ciKutnAaace-of the moUDtain's tremUii^ be- 
-jMftdi the fo»ifleps of mi immond, 

SuC his p^age to die Grecian fleet it altpfcfker - 
Aruifporting. 

HemounM tbeear, llif goUto fconrge Bpplte«» 
He fits Xupen'or, and tb«chark>t Sin | 
Hie iviiirU'iig wbeeli'the glaSy furfiKe fweepi 
1h' cnornMHis monlleri, rolling o'er the deept 
Gambol aiound him od ihe watery way, 
Antl heavy whales in aukward meaJui'ci play t 
The lin iubfiding Ijpreads a level plain. 
Exult) and crowns the monarch of the nuint 
The pirdng yrtvet before his coucTcrt fly 4 
"Xiw wond'riiig wateii karc.bit axle diy.— 

With 
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With great veneration for the memory ufMr. 
Pope, we cannoi help objeiSing to Tome lines of 
this tranflation. We have no idea of tfie lea's 
exulting and crowning Neptune, after it had fub- 
iided into a level plain There is no fuch image 
in the original. Homer fays, the whaWs exulted, 
and knew or owned their king; and thai the Tea 
parted with joy : ytfitiriHi M Saya.-m JiiirT«To, Nei- ■ 
ther is there a word ot the wondering waters : 
\re, therefore, think, the lines might be thus al- 
tered to advantage. 

They knew and own'd the monarrh of the nuiii i 
The iei ftibfiding fpi-eads a level plain i 
The curling waves before his couriers fly i 
The parting Airface leaves his brazcQ axle dry. 

Besides the metaphors, limiles, and allufions 
of Poetry, there is an infinite variety of tropes, or 
turns of exprelCon, occafionally dilTeminaicd 
through works of Genius, which ferve toanimate 
the whole, anddiflinguifh the glowing effufions 
of real infpiration from the cold efforts of mere 
Science. TJiefe tropes confifl of a certain happy 
choice and ariangement of words, by which ideas 
are artfully dlfclofed in a great variety of attitudes; 
of epithets, and compound epithets ; of founds 
colleaed in order to echo the ienfe coiveyed j 
of apollrophes ; and above all, the enchanting ufe 

Vol. I. K of 
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of the ptofopopoaic, which is a ^ind of magic, 
by which the Poet gives life and motion to every 
iDauimaic part of Nature. Homer, defcribing 
the wraih of Agamemnon, in the firft boolc of 
tfac Iliad, flrikcs olFa glowing image in two words: 

■ I (bin JsJ *H[i ^«fiwttwn Bn-rw. 

—And from hit vye-htiiifa/i'd the Uviagfirt, 

This, indeed, is * figure which has ^een copied 
by Virgil, and aimoft all the Poets of every age — 
aculis micat acribus IgnU — ignefcunt ira i auris 
deltr cjpbus aidet. Milton defcribing Satan ia 
Hclt, tiys, 

"With head uplift AcnretTjewaTe, and eye 
That j3*i»r*£»E bUaCd .'— 

_He fpafce : «nd to confinn hit wordi out flew 

Million* of •flaming fworasii .wofrom the thigb* 
■Of mighty chenibim*. The fuddtn bhu^ 
Far round ilaiaiin'd Hell — 

There arecertain words in every language 
particularly adap.ed to Poetical expreffion } fome 
from Ac image or idea they convey to the imagi- 
nation J and fome from the effed they have upon 
the ear. The firft are truly Jigurativt f the 
others may be called «nfA<rt(VaA-RoUinobfcrvc«, 
thu 
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ihxt Virgil has upon many occafions Poctiz»d 
{if we may be allowed the expreflion) a whole 
fentence by means of the lame word, which is 
pendere. 

lie »»*, fellx qtitaAini peats, itt et^eBt, 
Han tgo Till pofihac -viriJi froje^Kt irt antrt 
Bttmifapeiider*pncidde rupe tiiiitie. 

At eafc ract'n'd baneath the verdant iliadi, 
No more fhall I behold ray happy flock 
Aloit bang brouiing on ibt tufted rock. 

Here the word pentkrt- wondeTftilly improves (he 
Jandfcape, and renders the whole pal&ge beauti- 
fully piaurefquc. The fame figurative verb w» 
meet with in many different parts of the iEncid. 

Hifitmrna iaptSit pendent, hit uttda dehifcens 
ItrraminttrfiuBus aferit. 



Thefeonthe-mountain billow ij(a^,- to thoft 
Th.eyaraiaiits tuaiies the ycUow iajid dililofe. 

In this inftance, the vQrAs pendent and dehifcens^ 
hung and yawning, are equally Poetical. Aiidi- 
fon feems to have had this paflage in his eye 
when he Wrote his Hymn which is infertcd in the 
Spe<£lator : 

—For though in dreadAil whirl, we hung, 
High on the broken wave. 

K 2 And 
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And in another piece of a like nature, in the fame 
coUedlion : 

Thy Providence my lift luftain'd 

And *U my muM redreft, 
Wbrn in the fikntwomb I lay. 

And ihiffE upon the breall. 

Shakefpcaie, in his admired defcrtption of Do- 
ver cliiF, ufes the fame expreffion : 

— tialf way down 
Jiang! one ll»t gathera &mj)hirt, dreadful tradet 

Nothing can be more beautiful than the foX" 
lowing. pi£hi~rc, in which Milton Judi introduced 
the lame ncpreffive tint : 

—he, en hii fide, 
Xeanlnglialf raja'd, widi look* of («tdial lore 
Jfc»^f over her enaiDOUi'd— — 

We fliall give one example mcdfe from Virgil, 
to (hew in what a variety ot fcenes it may appear 
with propnety and eWeik. In defcribing the pro* 
grefs of Dido's paffion for^neas, the Poet fa^ 

ttiacBS iterum demnt aiuSre labarti 
£xfa/cit, pm)det<}tit iterum tmrraatii at are. 

The woes of Troy once mure Ihe hegg'd to hear { 
Once more the mournful tale employ'dhit tongue, 
Wlule in fond rapture on hit lips Ihe iatS' 

Thi 
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Thb reader will perceive in all thefc inftaiices, 
that no other word could be fubllltuted wilh cqua^ 
energy ; indeed, no other word could be ufed 
without dcgrMling the &nfc, and defacing the 
image. 

There are many other verbs of Poeticar im- 
port, fetched from Nature and from Art, which 
the P 'ct ufcs to advantage both in a literal and 
metaphorical fenfe ; and tii^ft: have been, always 
tranllated for the rtmepirpore from one language 
to another : fuch as quaffa^ cnttcutioj (/a, /ufctKj 
ienhy /tgvioy manot fiu'j-, oraio-, wjilS, ore., to 
■ Hahf, to waki', <o roui'e, to foothe, to rage, to 
fiow, to hine or blazt;, to plough .—Quaflan ti a 
teBum /imina £nrasy cafu conculTus acirb^^ 
£rt ciere virss^ martemqut aectndtrt cantu— 
Mneat acuit marttm if Je futcttat ira — Imfium 
lenite clarmrtm. Leiubsnt curat — N* f^vi mag- 
na fac€rdes—Sudar ad imos manabat _/o&i — Suf~ 
penfaque diu lachrytrue fluxere ptr era — Juvenalt 
ardebac anwrt — Micat mreut enfii~~tisi{um ma- 
Til If f U0r aiandum. It will be unneceflkry to in- 
fctt examples of the fame nature from the En- 
gtiOi Poets. 

The words -we term emphatical, are fuch a* 

by their found cxprcis the fenfe they are intended 

K 3 to 
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to convey ; and with Aefe tbe Greek abound^ 
atx>ve al) oiher languages, not only from its nacu- 
ral copiourneff^ 6exiliility, and fignlAcance, but 
alfo from the variec}' of iit Dialers, which enables 
a writer to vary his terminations occjfionally as the 
nature of the fuiiject requires, without otfending 
the tnoft delicate c^r, or inc4irring the iDiputatron 
of adopting vulgar provincial expreifions. Every 
ftnatiererin GneiC can repeat ' 

in which the two laft words wonderfully echo to 
the fenfe, conveying the idea of the fea dalhing 
on the Qiore. How much more fignificant in 
found than that beautiful image of Shakefpeare^ 

" The fea that on tb' Kanumber'd pebbles beati." 
And yet, if we conlider the flri£tnels of pro- 
priety, this lall expreffion would feem to have 
been felefted on purpofe to copcur with the other 
circumdanees which are brought together toafcer- 
tain the vaft height of Dover clifT : for the Poet 
adds, ' cannot be heard fo high.' The place 
where GloOer flood was fo high above the fur- 
fsfe of the (cOy that the ^Xwo&t, or dafiing^ could 
not be heard; and therefore an enthufiaftic ad- 
mirer of Shakefpeare might with Tome plaufibiliiy 
affirm, the Poet had chofen an expreffion in which 
that found is not at all convened. 

Ik 
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Is the very fame page of Homer's Iliad, we 
meet with two other ftriking inftances of the 
fame fort of beauty. Apollo, incenled at the infult» 
his prieft had fuftained, defcendt from the top 
of Uiympus, with his bow and quiver raitKnj£-oa 
his ihouider as he moved along : 

'ExAs^lat y Of' tifa ir a^ui. 

Here ihe found of the word 'EKXnylo* admirably 
exprefles the clanking of armour i as the third 
line af[er this furprifiiigly imitates the twanging 
of a bow. 

In fhriU ton'd munnait Tung the twangijig bow. 

Many beauties of the fame kind are (battered 
through Homer,' Pindar, and Theocritus, fuch 
as the ff<^S,imt f^^^llr<^a, fufurram apuulai the 
miv iI-iSifHTfia, duktm fufurrum j and the ftAiaAwu 
for the hghiiigof the pine. 

The Latin language teems with founds adapt- 
ed to every fituatJon, and the EngUQi is not defti- 
tute of this fignificant energy. We have the cmng 
turtle, ihe/ighing reed, the warbiing rivulet, the " 
Jliding UTeAtny the whlfp£ri»g hie ze, the glance, 
the gleam, the flalh, the bickering flame, the 
K 4 dajhing 
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iajhing ware, Ibe gvfi>ing fpringi the hatviitig 
bUit, me rattling itorm, the pattering fltower-, the 
trimp earth, the nwulttring tower, the twang' 
ing bow-lhing, the clanging arms, the clankittg 
cli^ins, thf Iwiniling itars, the tinkling ciiords, 
the trickling drops, the twittering Iwallow, the 
cawing ioii)iiy \.ne fcrtcchingovA; and a thoufdnd 
other wurOi and epithets woniietfull/ fuited to 
the IcnTe thcjr imply. 

Among (he ic^St pafTagcs of Poetry which we 
ihall inltrt by way of iUullration, the reader will 
find indances of all the dUferent tropes and figures, 
whicn tlie belt authors have ^opted in the variety 
of their Poetical woiks, as well as of the apo- 
ftrophe, aluupt ti^fition, lepetition, and profo- 
popccia. 

- Ik the mean time, it wilt 'be necelTary ftrll 
further to iinalyfe thofe principles which conllitute 
the elTence of Poetical merit ; to difplay thdc de- 
lightful parterres that teem with the falrcft 
flowers of imagination, and dldinguilh be- 
tween (he gaudy oSVptiiig of a cold infipid fancy, 
artd the glowing progeny,. ditFullng fweets, pro- 
duced and invigorated by the Sun of Genius. 
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OF all the impicmcnts of Poetry, the Metaphor 
is the moll generally and ruccefsfiilly ufcd, 
and Indeed may be termed theMufe's Caduccus, 
by the power of which /lie enchants all Nature. 
The Metaphor is aihorier fimilc, or rather a kind 
of magical coat, by which the lame idea afTumcB 
a thoufand different appearances. Thus the word 
plough^ which originally belongs to agriciikure, 
being me:aphorically ufed, reprefents the motion 
of a Ibip at Tea, and the efFc<5ls of old age upon 
the human countenance-— 

-~Plough'd the bolbm ef the deep— 
And time bad plough'd his venerable {cant. 

Almost every verb, noun fubftantive, or term 
of art in any language, may be in this manner 
applied to a variety of fubjeias with admirable .'f-* 
k& ; but the danger is in fowing metaphors too 
thick, foas to dilhaifl the imagination of the 
reader^ and incur the imputaOon of defening <^a- 
K 5 tur^ 
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ture, in order Co hunt after conceiit. Every daj 
produce* Poems of all kinds ib inflated with me- 
taphor, that they may be compared to the gaudy 
bubbles blown up from a folution of foap. Lon- 
ginut is of ofinion> that a multitude of metaf^iors 
ii never excufablc ; except in thofe cafes when the 
pafitons are roufed, and, like a winter torrent^ 
rulh down impetuous, fwceping tbem with col- 
lective force along. He brings an inltance of 
the folio wii^ quotation from Dcmolthenes. 
"Men! (fays he) proAigateF>mircreant$,and flat- 
terers, who, having fcve rally preyed upon the bowels 
of their country, at length betrayed her liberty^ 
firft to Philip, and now again to Alexander ; who, 
placing the chief felicity of life in the indulgence 
of infamous ^fts and appetites, overturned mthe 
duft that freedom and independence, which waa 
the vhief aim and end of all our worthy ances- 
tors — *." 

Aristotle ani Theophraftus fccm to think it 
is rather too bold and hazardous to ufe metaphors- 

ifcpuTtifKHT/iiHit' Tas iavrtn txaru xarflia;, Tr,t iTiivSt^iar 
•^ Taw oya^ in* xai laniti, &C. &c." 
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fo freely, without interpofing fome mitigating 
phrafe ; fuch as, " if I may be allowed the ex- 
preflion," or fome equivalent excufe. At the fame 
time, Longinus finds fault with Plato for hazard- 
ing fome metaphors which indeed appear to be 
equally afFefted and extravagant, when he lays, 
*' the government of a ftate fliould not refemble a 
bowl of hot fermenting wine, but a cool and mode- 
rate beverage, chajlifcd by the fiber deity"— ^ me- 
taphor that fignifies nothing more than " mixed 
or lowered with water." Demetrius Phalereus 
juftly obferves, that though a judicious ufe of me- 
taphors wonderfully raifes, fublimes, and adorns 
sratory or elocution ; yet they ihould feem to flovir 
naturally from the fubjeft ; and too great a re- 
dundancy of them inflates the difcourfe to a mere 
rhapfody. The fame obfervation will hold in Poe- 
try i and the more liberal or fparing ule of then 
will depend in a great meafure on the nature oE 
thefubjea. 

Passion itfelf is very figurative, and often burfts 
out into metaphors ; but, in touching the pathos, 
the Poet muft be perfei^ljy well acquainted with 
the e (notions of the human foul, and carefully dif- 
linguilh between thofe metaphors which rife glow- 
ing from the heart, and thofe cold con.eits which 
arc ingendercd in the fancy, 'i^houldone of thefe 
K 6 laft 
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laft unfortunately intervene, it will be apt w deftroy 
the whole efFe£t or the mofl pathetical incident or 
iituation. Indeed it requires the moH delicate 
Taftc, and a confuinmate knowledge of propriety, 
to employ metaphors in fuch a manner, as to 
avoid what the Antients called the ri i^x^'t the 
frigid, or falfe fublime. Inftances of this kind 
were frequent even among the correft Antients, 
Sappho herfcif is blamed for ufing the hjrperbolc 
Au««Ti{c. xf'^i, tvhiter than /now. Demetrius is 
fo nice as to be tiifgufted at the fimile of Jiviji at 
the wind; though, in (peaking of a race-horfe, 
we know from experience that this is not even 
aVi hyperbole. He would have had more reafom 
to cenfure that kind of metaphor which Ariftotlc 
ililes "kt' jM^xii, exhibiting things inanimate as 
tnducd with fenfe and reafon ; fuch as that of the 
fharp-pointed arrow eager to take wing among the 
crowd. "o'EuiBAif tttS' ifu>ji> trnrriaSci ittnaiyut." 
Not but ttuit in defcriptive Poetry this figure is 
often allowed and admired. The cruel fwortf, 
the ruthle/t dagger, the ruffian blaft, are epithets 
which frequently occur. The faithful bofom of 
the earth j thcjoyout boyghs -, the trees that ad~ 
Mire their images reflei2ed in the dream ; and 
many other examples of this kind, are found dif- 
feniinated through the works of our belt modern 
Poets : yet IHU they muft be (hdtcrcd under the 
privilege 
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privilege of the paitica Uctntia ; and, except in 
Poetry, they noul(l give offence. 

More challe metaphors are freely uled in all 
kinds of writing ; more fpaiingly in HiAory, and 
more abundantly in Rhetoric : we have feen that 
Plato indulges them even to excefs. The ora- 
tions of Demolthenes are animated, and even in- 
flamed with metaphors, fome of them fo bold as 
even to email upon him the cenfure of the critics. 

Tart TV nvSwri tti fir<ift fiani naff Vfitit " then I did 

nut yield to Python the oiator, when he sver- 
Jitviidyoa with a tide of eloquence." Cicero is 
ftitl more liberal in the ufe of them ; he ranfacks 
all nature, and pours forth a redundancy of figures, 
even with a lavifh hand. Even the cbaRe Xeniv 
phon, who generally ill u {I rates his fubjeflby way 
of fimile, fbmciimes ventures to produce an ex- 
prelTive metaphor, fuch as " part of the phalanx 
JiuBuatti in the march; and indeed nothin>r can be 
more lignificant than this word i\ix!i^ti, to re- 
prefent a body of men daggered, and on the point 
of giving way. Armftrong has ufed the word 
fiuQuatt with admirable efficacy, in his Philufb- 
phical Poem entituied Ibt Jtrt tf Prifervmg 
Htallh. ' 

O ! when the growling wlndi contenJ, ind all 
The founding iureft f,iii3uaUs In the ftorm, .■>''^..^;^• 
To fink, in wajm repofe, and iieir the din T-? <v{. *i,. 
Howl o'a- tb« flsadj bsuleuienU^— VsJ.^*'^' ';■■', 
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The woid^uiluale on this occafion not only 
exhibits art idea of ftruggling, bot alfo echoes 
to the feiife, like the i^pi|» A ^wx" of Homer ; 
triiicfa, bj the bye, it is impoffible to render into 
Englilh : for the verb fpi<nn» ligniiiet not only to 
flind ercfl like prkltlcs, as a grove of lances, 
but alfo to make a noife like the crafhing of ar- 
mour, the hiffing of javelins, and the fplinten of 
fp...n. 

OviH and above an excefs of Figures, a young 
author is apt to run into a confufion of mixed me- 
taphors, which leave the fenli: disjointed, and 
diftrad the imagination : Shakeff-eare himfclf is 
often guilty of thefe irregularities. The Stdiloquy 
in Hamlet, which we have fo often heard extolled 
-in terms of admiratitMi, is, in our opinion^a 
heap of abfurdities, whether we conlider the Gtua- 
tion, the feiitiment, the argumentation, or the 
Puetry. Hamlet is inl^ormcd by the Ghofl, that 
his father was murdered, and therefore he is 
templed to murder himlelf, even after he had pro- 
mifed to take vengeance on the ufurper, and ex- 
prefled the utmoll eagernefs to atchieve this en- 
terpciie. It does not appear that he had the leaft 
reafon to wifh for death ; but every motive which 
maybe fuppofed to influence the mind of a young 
Prince concurred to render life defirable —re- 
^vengo 
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venge towards the ufurper ; love for the fair Ophe- 
lia i and the ambition of reigning. Befides, 
when he had an opportunity of djing without be- 
ing acccfiary to his own death } when he had no- 
thing to do but, in obedience to his uncle's com- 
mand, to allow himlelf to be conveyed quietly 
to England, where he was fure of {aScring death ; 
inftead of amufing himfelf with meditations on 
Dionality, he very wifely confultcd the means of 
felf- prefer vation, turned the tables upon his at- 
tendants, and returned to Denmark. But grant- 
ing him to have been reduced to the loweft ftate 
of defiwndence, furrounded with nothing but hor- 
ror and defpair. Tick of this life, and eager to tempt 
futurity, we fliall fee how far he argues like a 
PniioTopher. 

Id order to fupport this general charge againfl 
an author fo univerfally held in veneraiion, whofe 
very errors have helped to famSiiy his chara£ter 
among the Multitude, we will di^fcend to parti- 
culars, and analyfe this famous Soliloquy. 

Hamlet, having afliimed the difguife of mad- 
nefs, as a cloak under which he might the more 
efieftually revenge his Other's death upon the 
murderer and ulurper, appears alone upon the 
ftage in a penfive and melancholy attitude, and 
communes with himfelf io thefe words i 

To 
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To be, ornotto^c) That it tbc qucftiaii. 

Whether 'lii nobler in the mind, to fuifei 

Thefliogtanduiawtof outrageoui fortune. 

Or to tike arms againft a fca of troublei, 

And by oppormg, end them f — To die-i-to fleep— 

No more ; and by a deep, to fay, we end 

The heart-ach, and the thoufand natural (bocks 

Th« «elb )* heir to ; 'tit a confummation 

Peroutly to be wilh'd — To die— to fleep— 

To deep 1 perehance to dream j ay, there's the rub— 

For in that Oeep of death what dreams may co.nc, 

When we have IhufRed off this morlal coil, 

Muft give us paufe. There'i the tefpeS 

That makes cllamity of fo long life. 
For who would bear the whips and fcorns of lime, 
Th' oppteflbr's wrong, the proud man's contumely. 
The pangs of defpifed love, the law's ddayi 
The infolence of office, and the fpurn* 
That patient merit of th' unwni thy takes. 
When he himfdf might [lis ^'flu^ make 
With a bai-e bodkin t Who would fanlles bear. 
To gTOjn and fweat under a weary lift, 
But ih-^i the dread of foroething after death 
(That undlfccvcr'd country, from whole bourne 
No travellei- returns) puzzles the will j 
And makcb us ranicr bear tbofe IUe we have. 
Thin fly to olhors that we know not of. 
Thus conlclence does make cowards of us all'^ 
Ar^thnsthe'native hueof relblution 
Is fickUed o'er witli the pile caft of thought f 
And enterpriies of great pith and moment. 
With this regard, tlieir cun-enti turn away, 
~And iofe the Aame of afliun. 
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We have already obfervedjthat there is not any 
apparent circutnftance in the fate or lituation of 
Hamlet, that {hould prompt him to harbour one 
thought of felf murder ; and therefore thefc cx- 
prcffions of defpair imply an impropriety in point 
ofchara<3er. But fuppofmg his condition wat 
truly defperate, and he faw no polllbility of re- 
pofe but in the uncertain harbour ^ death, l«t 
us fee in what manner he argues on the fubje£t. 
The queltion is, " To be, or not to be ;" to die 
by my own hand, or live and fufFer the miferieB 
«f life. He proceeds to explain the alternative ia 
thefc terms, " Whether 'tis nobler in the mind - 
to fuffer, or endure the frowns of fortune, or to 
take arms, and by oppoling, end them." Hera 
he deviates from his fitft propofition, and death ia 
no longer the queAion. The only doubt is, 
whether he will ftoop to misfortune, or exert his 
faculties in order to furmount it. This furely is 
the obvious meaning, and indeed the only mean- 
ing that can be implied in ihefe words, 

Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to fiiffer 
The Dings and arrows of oulrageuui forcunr. 
Or 10 take ai ms againft a Tea of troubles. 
And by oppoGng, end them. 

He now drops this idea, and reverts tohisrea- 

fonlng on dea^, in the coutfe of which he owns 

himfelf 
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himieir deterred from fuicide by the though of 
wtut nujr f<Jlow dath % 

— iht dirad of foraething xfur ileatli 
(TlutundifcoTer'd Eountty, frotD whole bournr 
No tnveUn' rtnirni) . 

This might be « good argument in a Heathen 
or Pagan, and fuch indeed Hamlet really was ; but 
Shakc^ieare has already reprefented him a* a good 
-Cadwlit^ who muft have been acquainted with 
tbt truths of revealed retigion, and litys cxprebtf 
in tbii very play, 

— f— bad not the Evtdaftiiig fiaM 
Hi( caoon 'gainft lelf-mutder. 

MoRBoiriR, he had jull been converfrng mth 
his father's Spirit piping hot from purgatory, 
which weprefume is not within the bourne of tliis 
world. The dread of what may happen after 
death ((ays he) 

Make; «« rather bear thofe ilh tn have, 
Th»n fly to Btbfrt that we know not of. 

This declaration at leall implies fome know- 
ledge of the other world, and exprefsly allerls, 
that there mufl be ilh in that vfot\A, though what 
kind of Ult diey are, we do not know. The ar- 
gument 



i,Goo;^lc 



E S S A T xvir. 207 

gument dierefore may be reduced to this ]tmmfi : 
This world abounds with Hit which I feel : the 
other world ubounds with i/li, the nature t^whicb 
I do not know : therefore, I will rather bear 
tbofc ills I have, than fly to othen which I know 
DOC of :" a deduUion amounting to a certainty^ 
with refpcifl to the only circumlUnce that could 
create a doubt, namely, whether in death b« 
ftioold reft from his mifcry t and if he was certain 
there were evils in the next world, as well as in 
tills, be had no room to reafbn at all about thf 
Oiatter. What alotie covld ju&ify his thinking oq 
Mtts fubje^ would have been the hcye of flying 
from the ills of this world, witbout encountering 
$ay atbert in the nen. 

Nor is Hxmtet more accante inthe following 
reflexion: 

Thui conJcienee does make coward* of n alL 

A BAD confciencc will make us cowards ; but 
a good confcience will make us brave. It does 
not appear that any thing lay heavy on his con- 
fcience i and from the premifes we cannot help 
inferring, that confciencc in this cafe was entirclj 
out of the queflion. Hamlet was deterred from 
fuicide by a full conviiflion, that in flying firom 
one Tea of troubles which he did know, he fhould 
&11 into aiulbtr which he did not know. 

H» 
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His whole chain of reaToning, therefore, (cems 
inconfiftent and incongruous. '* 1 am doubtful 
whether I lhbuldlive,ordo violence upon myowa 
life : for I Icnow not whether it is more honourable 
to bear misfortune patiently, than to exert myfelf 
inoppoling misfortune, and byoppoGng, end it." 
Let UG throw it into the form of a fyllogifm, it 
will ftand thus : *< I aih opprelTed with ills : I 
know not whether it is more honourable to bear 
diofe ills patiently, or to end them by taking arms 
againft them ; trgo, I am doubtful whether I 
Otould flay myfelf or live. To die, is no moto- 
tban to fleep ; and toyiiy that by a fleep we end 
the beart-adi, iic. 'u$ a confummation devoutly 
tobewifli'd." Now, to/aytt, was of no confe- 
quencc uoleft it had been true. " 1 am ahraid of the 
dreams that may happen in that Aeep of death ; 
and 1 choofe rather to bear ihofe ills I have in this 
life, than fly to ctber ills in that undilcovcred 
country fixim wbofc bourne no traveller returns. 
1 have ills that are almoft infupportable in this 
life. I know not what is in the next, hecaufe it 
is an undifcorered country : ergi, I'd rather 
bear thofe ills 1 have, than fly to others which I 
know not of." Here the conclufion is by no 
means warranted by the premifes. " I am fore 
affli>:ted in this life : but> I will rather bear the 
aiffli^ions of this life, than plunge myfelf in the 
afflidiom 
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kffliftions of another life : ergo, confcience malces 
cowards of us a)l." But this conclufion would 
juitify the logician in faying, negatur anfequens t 
for it is entirely detached both from the major and 
minor propofitioi). 

This Soliloquy is not lefs unexceptionable in 
the propriety of expreilion, than in the chain of 
argumentation.—" To die,— to fleep- no more," 
contains an ambiguity which alt the art of punc- 
tuation cannot remove ; for it may (ignify that 
"to die, is to flerp no more j" or the exprcf- 
fion— " no more," may be confidered as an 
abrupt apoftrophe in thinking, as if he meant to 
fay—" no more of that refleiSion." 

"Ay, there's the rub" — is a rulgarifm beneath 
the dignity of Hamlet's character, and the words 
that follow leave the fenfe imperfect i 

For in ihaC fleep of death, what dreami maj corae. 
When ire have IhuScd off tbl« mortal coil, 
Muft givt us paule. 

Not the dreams that might come, but, die l«ar of 
what dreams might come, occaTioned the paufe 
Dthelitation. Re/peH, in the fame line, maybe 
allowed to pafs tor confidera^ion : but, 

Th'opjaelTor's wrong, the piMad man'i contumdf , 
according to the invariable acceptation of the 
wonjs wrong and ceiaimuff, can Hgnify nothing 
but 
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but Ac wrongs fultained by the oppretlbr, and 
the contumely or abufc thrown upon the proud 
man ; though it is plain that Shakefpeare ufed 
them in a differtnt fenfe : neither is the v/otd^um 
afubl^ntive j j'ctas fuch hehasinlcrted it in thcfe 
Unei : 

The inrolence of office, and At Tpurni 
Thai patieU nwit of du unworthy lake*. 

If we conCder the metaphors of this Soliloquy, 
we fhall find them jumbled together in Itrange . 
coiifuflon. 

Ir the metaphors were reduced to Painting, we 
fliould find it a very difficult talk, if not altogether 
impradicable, to rcprcfent with any propriety 
outrageous Fortune ufing her Hings and arrows, 
between which, indeed, there is no fort of analt^jr 
in Nature. Neither can any figure be more ri- 
diculoufly abfurd than that of a man talcing arms 
againft a lea, exclufive of the incongruous med- 
ley of flings, ^rows, and feas, jultied within the 
compafs of one reflection,. What follows is a 
ftrange rhapfody of broken images, of lleepin^ 
dreaming, and fliifting ofF a coii, which laft con- 
veys noidea that can be reprefented on canvas. A 
man may be exhibited fhuffling off his garments 
or bis chains : but bow he fbould fhuffle offa »//, 
which 
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which is another term for noife and tumult, we 
cannot comprehend. Then we have •' long-lived 
Calamity," and "Time armed with whips and 
fcorns ;" and "patient Merit fpurned at by Unwor- 
thinefs ;" and " Mifery with a bare bodkin going 
to make fais own qitietui," which, at befl, is but a 
mean metaphor. Thefe are followed by Figures- 
** fweating under facdles of burdens," " puzzled 
with doubts," " ibaking with fears," and " flying 
from evils." Finally, we fee ■" Reiblution ficklied 
«'er with pale thougbt," a conception like that of 
reprefenting health by fkknefs ; and a ''current of 
pith turned awayfo astolofe the name of aiaion," 
which is both an error in fancy, and a folecifm in 
Icnfe. In a word, this Soliloquy may be compared 
to the Mg^'i fomnta^ and die T^buUiy cujut vana 
jingentur fttcus. 

But while We cenfure the chaos of broken, 
incongruous metaphors, we ought alfo to caution 
the young Poet againtt the oppofiCe extreme of 
purfuing a metaphor until the fpirit of it i; quite 
exhaufted in a fuccellion of cold conceits ; fuch as 
we fee in the following letter, faid to be fent by 
Tamerlane to the Turkifli Emperor Bajazet. 
" Where is the monarch that dare* oppofe our 
"arms? Where is the potentate who doth not glory 
" in being numbered amongft our vaffals ? As for 
**thee,defccnded from a Turcoman mariner,' fince 
** the vtflel of thy unbounded ambition hath been 
** wrecked 
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wiecked in the gulpb of thy Jelf-Ioire, it woulJ be 
proper that thou fliouldefl f\u\ the fails (^ thy tc 
merity, and cad die anchor of repentance in the 
port of finceritjr and ju&ice, which is the harbour 
of fafcty : left the. tempcft of our vengeance 
make thee pcrifh in the fea of tbit punifbisent 
thou baft defeivcd." 

BiTT if thefe laboured conceiat are ridiculous in 
Poetry, they are ftill more incxcufable in Profc : 
fuch as we findlhem frequently occur in Strada's 
Bellum Bdgicum. fix defcendtrat a pratoria 
mevi Ctefar ; cum fteda lUica txerta in porta tem- 
feftaii ciajjem impetu dUjecit, pnetariam hauftti 
^afi nsti veilumm ampliui dejartm Ctrjarlfqut 
fortunam. " (. icfar had fcarcc fct his feet on fliore, 
when a rcrrible tempcft arifing, (battered the fleet 
even in the harbour, and lent to the bottom the 
fjK oiian Ibip, as if rtfolved it (hould no longer 
carry Caelar and his fortunes." 

' Yet this is modcft in coWiparifon of the fol- 
lowing flowers : ^/i(, puljis i iormtnta catenis dif- 
terpt't fe£tiqutf aimidiatc cerpari pugnabant Jibi fw 
ptrjlitts^ ac piremptts partis ultoris. "Othcrs»dif- 
fcvered and cut in twain by cbain-fliot, fought 
with one half of their bodies that remained, in re- 
venge of the other half that was flain." 

HoMSV, 
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Homer, Horace, and even the chafte Virgil, is 
not free from conceits. The latter, fpcaking of 
-a man's hand cut ofTin battle, fays, 

TV dtcifa fuum, Laride, dexltra qunril .■ 
Semiaaimefque meant digiil, firrumque ritraSaitt i 

thus enduing the amputated hand with fenfe and 
-volition. Tbisi to be fure, is a violcjit figure, 

and hath been juftly condemned by fomc accurate 
■critics: but we think they are too fevere in ex- 
tending the fame ccirfure to fame other pafliiges in 

the mod admired authors. 

ViactL in his Sixth Eclogue, fays, 

Onmia JU', Pbaho qtumJam inedilanti, beaha 
Audiit Eurotas, juj^tqiu edijcirt laums, 
lUt ciuiit. 

Whate'er when Phosbus blefs'd ih" Arcadim plain, 
Eurotai hsarJ and taught hii bays the ftraio. 
The Tcnior fuog— 

-And Pope has copied the conceit in hfs Paftorals, 

Ttstnes hfaid the oumbCTE ai he fluw'd along, 
And bade his willows learn the mourii n^ fong. 

ViDA thus begins his Firft Eclogue : 

-Dicite, •vosmufx, cljuroinam menurale querelas i 
Dicitc : nam mattu ipfas ad carminq caules. 
El rtijiaeffe funs perbibfut •vagafiamina curfus. 
Vol. I. L Sav 
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Say beav'niy rou(c, iheir youibful irayt rehearfc ( 
Btpti, ye daughteri of immortal verle j 
Exulting rock> have oivn'd llu power of fong. 
Ami livers I iftcn'd ai they flow'd along— 

Racise adopts the Dune bold figure in hit 
Phsilra: ' 

Lf^l qui tappwta rtadt epxiiiaiis 

The wave that bore hiiq, backward! Ihnink appall'd. 

Even Milton bas indulged himiclf in the fame 
licence of exprdnon — 

—As when to them who fal 

Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now arc paft 

Mozambic, off at fea north-eaft wladt blow 

Sahzan odour from the fpicy fliorc 

Of Araby the blel) \ with fuch deUy 

Well pleas 'd, they llack their courfe, and niany aleagve 

Chear'd with the gratefgl fmell^ old ocean fiuilei. 

Shakespeare Taj's, 

I-ve ften 

Th' ambitious ocean fwell, and rage, andfoaa. 
To be exalted with the thi-eat'nmg clouds. 

And indeed more corred writers, both an- 
cient and modern, abound with the fame kind of 
figure, which is reconciled to propriety, and even 
invefted with beauty, by the efficacy of theprofbpo. 
poeia. 
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pocia, which pcrfonifics the objeJEl. Thus, when 
Virgil fays Enipeus heard the fongs of Apollo, he 
raifes up, as by enchantment, the idea of a ri- 
ver god crowned with fedges, hts head raiTed 
above the ftreanii and in his countenance the ex- 
prelfion of pleaTed attention. By the lame ma- 
gic we fee in the couplet quoted from Pope's 
Paftor^is, old lathee Thames leaning upon hrs 
urn, and lidening to the Poet's {train. 

Thus in the regions of Poetry, all Nature, 
«venthe palHons and aHeflions of the mind, may 
be perfonitied into pi£turefque figures for the en- 
tertaintn«nt of the reader. Ocean fmiles or 
firowns, as the fea is calm or tempefluous ; a 
Triton rules on every angry Inllow j every moun- 
t«n has its. Nymph j every flream its Naiad; 
every tree its Hamydryad ; and every art its Ge- 
nius. We cannot therefore aflent to thofe who 
cenfure Thomfon as licentious f^r uling the fol- 
lowing figure : 

Ovale of blUVl orofElyfwollmghilUl 
On whLch ihe power of ciilti»ation liej, 
And joys to fee the wonders of his toil. 

We cannot conceive a more beautifid image 

than that of the Genius of Agriculture diflin- 

guifhcd by the implements of his art, imbrowned 

L a with 
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with Ubour, glowing with health, crowned n-tth 
a garland of foliage, flowers, and frCiit, lying 
ftretched at his eafe on the brow of a gentle fwel- 
Jing hill, and contemplating with pleafure the 
iiappy effc£U of his own indultry. 

Neither can we join ifluc^gauiA Sh2ke^)eaie 
ifor this comparifon, which hath likewife incurred 
the cenfurc of the Ciitics ^ 

The noble Cfler of Poplicofi, 

The moon of Rome j chille as the icicle 
That's curdled by the froftfrompiireft fnow. 
And hangs on Dian'i temple— 

Tbh is no more thsn illuftnting a quality cf 
the'mind, by comparing it with a fenlible ol^e£tt 
If there is no impropriety in feying fuch a man it 
true as Heel, firm as ^ rock, inflexible as an oak, 
unfteady as the oceaiT, or in deferibing a dilfoH- 
[ion cold as ice, or fickle as the wind ; and thefe 
expreflioiis are juflified by conilant praSice ; we 
(hall hazard an aflercion, that the comparifon (jf 
B chafte woman to an icicle is proper and pic- 
turefque, as it obtains only in the circumftances 
cf cold and purity } but that the addition of its 
'bein^ curdltd from the purcft fnow, and hanging 
•nthetemplt of Diana, the patronefs of virginity, 
heightens the whole into a -moft beautiful fimile, 
that 



l:,<,,i,.-^i I,, Google 



ESSAY XVn. 217 

that givet a very refpe^ble aciii amiable idea of Uie 
•harj£tci in queftion. 

The Simile is nomore tlian anextendeJ meta- 
phor introduced to illuHrate and beautify the Tub- 
jedt: it aught to be apt, fliikiiig, properly pur- 
fucd, and adorned with all the graces of Poetical 
melody. But a fimile of this kind ou^ht ntver to 
proceed from the mouth of a perfim under any 
great agitation of fpirtt j fuch as a tragic charac- 
ter ovcrwhelmedwithgricf.dinraiSled by contend- 
ing cares, or agonifing in tile pangs of deuth. The 
language of pafiion will not admit limile, whichf 
is always the rcfult of itudy and dtliberatiun. We 
will not ailovr a hero the privilege of a dying 
fwan, which is faid to chant its approaching fate 
in the moft meiodious- drain ; and therefore no^ 
tiling can be more ridiculouQy unnatural^ than the 
Nprelentationofa'lover dying upon the flage witik 
a laboured fitnile in his mouth. 

The orientals,, whofe language was extremely) 
figurative, have been very carelefs in the choice of 

their fimilies ; providtd the refemblance obtained 
in one circumftance, they minded not whether 
they difagreed with the fubjeift in every other re- 
fpcft. Many inftances of this defe^ in congruity, 
may be culled from the moft iiiblimc parts of 
Scrigture. 

L3, HoMxa; 
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HoMEK. has been bUmed for the bad choice of 
his fimiles on fomc particular occafions. He com- 
pares Ajax to an afs, in the Iliad, and Ulyflcs to 
a ftealf broiling on the coals, in the OdyJIey. His 
admirers have endeavoured- to excufe him, by re- 
minding us of the fimplicity of the age in which- 
he wrote ; but they have not been able to prove 
that any ideas of dignity or importance were, even- 
in thofe days, affixed to the chara^er of an afs,. 
or the quality of a bcef-collop ; therefore, they. 
were very improper illuHrations for any Htuation in. 
which a hero ongbt to be reprefented. 

Virgil has degraded the wife of Icing Latinur 
by comparing her, when (be was a£tuated by the 
fury, to a top which the boys lafli for diverlion. 
This, doubilefs, is a low image, though in other 
refpecis the comparifon is not deftitute of pro- 
priety J but he is much more juftly cenfured for 
the following fimilc, which has no fort of re- 
ference to the fubje<^ Speaking t>f Tutnus he 
layf^ 

■ mtdie dux epnlae Turew 

f^rtitar araa leneni, ft UU vertiee fi^rd tjl, 
Ciu fiptint furgtns fidatis amxibiii altUs 
Ftriacitnm Ganges : aul fmgui flumhte NUui, 
CiOn refitiil tampis, etjam fe cmdiMt alvn. . 

BulTurnus, chief »midft the wirrior train, 
In irmour tow'ri the uUeft on the plain. 
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TBe Gli^ei thus hy kvta rich ftrMin* fupply'dj 

A mighty mafs devolves in filent pride. 

Thus Nilut pour> fiom his prolific wn. 

When fromthe fickU o'arBow-d his vagrant ftrearairetuiti, 

Thefe, no doubt, are majeflic images; but they 
bear no fort of rcfemblance to 411 hero glittering 
in srmour at the bead of his forces. 

Horace has been ridiculed by fome fbrcwd 
critics for this comparifon, which^ however, we 
think is more defenfible, than the former. Ad- 
drelHng himfelf to Munatius Plancua, be inp i 

Jlhui at eSfiurt dtttrgel mitUa tarb 

S^pe Naimi, neipu patturit imbrti 
TtrptlMi 1 Jic tu fapiint finite mcment» 
*rrifi'ttiiiin, vititque laborei 
i KoUi, PlOnce, mera.-_ — 

As Notos often, nhen tTiewelldn low'rtj 
Sweeps oft' the clouds, noi' teems perpetual Ihow'ri^ 
So let thy wifdom, free from xnxious Itrife, 
In mellow wAe diflblve the cares of lifir. 

DVKKIH^ 

The analogy, it muft be confelled, is not very 
ftriking : but, neverthclcfs, it is not altogether 
void of propriety. The Poet reafons thus ; As 
&e South- windfthough generally attended with 
lain, is often known to difpel the clouds, and ren- 
L4 ■ 4ep 
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dcr the weailier fercnc ; fo do you, though gene-- 
rally on the rjck. of thought^ remember to relax 
fomctimes, and drown your cares in wine. As- 
the South-\vi:i>I is not always moilt, fo you ought 
not always to be dry. 

A FEW inflances of inaccuracy, or mediocrity^ 
can never derogate from the fuperlativc merit o£ 
Homer and Virgil, whofe Poems arc thz great 
magazines, replete with every fpecies of beauty 
and magnificence, particularly abounding wiiIl 
fimilei which afioniih, deligh^ and tranfport the; 
reader. 

Every fimile ought not only to be welt adapted' 
(o the fubjefV, but alfo to include every excellence- 
of defcription, and to bC coloured with the- 
warmeft tints of Poetry. Nothing can be more 
happily hit off than the following in the Georgics,. 
to which the Poet compares Orpheus lamenting, 
his loft Eurydice. 

^lalii fcf Tiled mdrtnt fhtlomclafah umbra 
AmijfQs qucrilttrfcelui, quel durui orator . 
Ohfir-vant uidfi iniplinnci dttraxit ; at Ula 
Flel nsHfiit, ranioqut Jedens niferabilt carmm 
lateirat, tt raarjlh latilaca jaeJUtui imflel. 

So PhilomeJa, from th" umbrageous wood 
111 ftiaiiit meloiliout mcuriii her tuder brood, 

Snatck'tf- 
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Snatch'd fi-om the neft by fome radt plonghmiti'i han<, - 
On fome lone bough the warbler takes "her ftand i 
The ILire-long night the mourns the cruel wWiig i 
And hill and dale refound. the plaintive Ioob. 

Here we not only find the mod fcrupulous pro- 
priety, snJ the happiefl choice, in comparing the 
Thracian bard to Philomel the Poet of the grove; 
but alfo the nioft beautiful defcription, containing. 
A fine touch of the pathos, in which laft particu- 
lar, indeed, Virgil, in our opinion, excels all' 
other Poets, whether ancient or modern. 

Ome wouM imagine that Nature had exhaufted ' 
itfelf, in order toembellifli the Poems of Homer, 
Virgil, and Milton, with fimiles and metaphors.' 
The firft of ihefe very often ufes thecomparifon 
of the wind, the whirlwind, the hail, theiorrent, 
to exprefs the rapidity of his combatants; but 
when he comes to dcfcribe the velocity ol the im- 
mortal horfes that drew the chariot of Juno, he. 
raifes his ideas to the fubjeit, and as Longinus 
obferves,mcafures every leap by tha whole breadth- 
ef the horizon. 

Tit as a watchman fmm tome rock on higli 
O'er the wult main extends his boundkJs eyt ; 

L S Thro- 
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Thro' filch a Tpace of air with dnind'Ting ibundr 
At ev'ry leap th' immortal couifcn bounds 

The celerltjr of this goddefs feems to be a fa- 
vourite idea with the Poet; for in another place 
he compares it to the thought of a traveller revolv- 
ing in his mind the different places he had feeOr 
and pailing through them in imagin^ion more 
fwift than the lightning flies from call to welt. 

Homer's beft fimlles have been copied by Vir- 
gil, and almoll every fuccceding Poet, howfoever 
they may have varied- in the manner of exprel£on. 
In the third boolc of the Iliad, Menelaus feeing 
Paris, is compared to a hungry lion efpying a. 
bind or goat. 

*Slm >Jut ix*fi fiLtya^ n't rS/Mtn Ku/irMf 
Etfvi n iKo^ i»f»n S syfHf aiysi, &c. 

So joys the lion, if a fcranclung deer 
Or mountain goat hia bulky prize appear,. 
In vain the youths oppote, the maftilFs bay, ' 
The lordly farage rands the panting prty. 
Tbus fond of vmgeance, with a furious bounif 
111 clinging anni he l«ps upon the ground. 

The Mantuan bard in the tenth book of the 
^neid, applies the f^me fimile to Mezenttus* 
when he beholds Acron in the battle. 
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SapajfuiJ!«bida alta li« clufxpeferagrans, 
f^SuaiUt enim iiefaaa fames) fi firHfugatem 
Qm/pexU capream, autfurgatlem in eoraua arvum j 
Gatidel biaat munani, amafque arrexit, et bfret 
Fifi*ribuifiifir aecumirju : Uvil imp.raba tettr 
Ora trmr.^ 

TiMpai a hungry lion, who behold* 

A gamefome goat who frilks about iht fbldi. 
Or bearoj ftag that graMS on the plain : 
He runs, he roart, hefhikes his rifiogmane c 
He grina and opens wide his grredy jaws. 
The prey 4ies panting underneath his paw* j. 
He fills his ftmilh'd maw, his mouth run* o'er 
With unchew'd raorfeU, vriule be churn* the gore. 

Dryden. 

The reader will perceive that Virgil has im- 
proved the riniiie in one particular, and in another 
fallen fliort of his original. The defcription of" 
the lion ftiaking his mane, opening his hideous- 
laws diftained wiih the blood of his prey, is great 
Mid pLifture(i]ue : but on the other band, he has 
omitted the- circumftance of devouring it with- 
eut being intimidated, or retrained by the dogs 
and youths that furround him j a circunidance ' 
Aat adds greatly to our idea of his llrength, intrc-- 
Didity, and importance. 

L «i ESSAY: 
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OF all the figBros in Poetry,tliat called the ily~- 
pcrbole is managed with the grcateft diffi- 
culty. The Hyperbole is an exaggeration with- 
which the Mufe is indulged Tor the better illuftra' 
lion t^ h-rfubje^t, when Qie is warmed into en* 
thufiartn. Quimilian calls itan ornament of the* 
bolder kind. Demetrius Phalereus is Hill more fe- 
vere. He fays, the Hyperbole is of all forms 
of fpeech the moft frigid. MiXtr* S i Ja-iffioxV 
^vx^iraTw ■rarrvi ; but this muft bc unijerftood- 
with fomc grains of allowance. Poetry is ani- 
mated by the paflions ; and all the paffions exag- 
gerate. Pallion itfelf is a magnifying medium. 
There arc beautiful inftanccs of the Hyperbole in- 
the Scripture, which a reader of fcniibility can- 
not read without being flron^ty affei3cd. The 
tliiEculty lies in chufliig fuch Hyperboles as the 
fubjcti will adrilit of [ for, according to the defini- 
tion of Tlicophraftus, the frigid, in ftyle, isthaC 
which exceeds the cxpreiLon fuiubk to the fub- 

j=a. 
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jefl. The judgement does not revolt agaiatl rto- 
mer for reprefenting the horfes of Eridhoniua- 
running over the ftanding corn' without breaking 
ofFthc heads, bccaufe the whole is coirfidcred as a- 
feblcj and Uie north- wind is reprefented as their 
fire: but the imagination is a little Hartled, when 
Virgil, in imitation of this Hyperbole, exhi- 
bits Camiilaasflying over it without even touch— 
big the topSi 

Ilia irel intaSiefegetitperfumma votarst' 
Gramiaa ■ 

This elegant author, we are afraid, has, uponi 
fome other occafions, degenerated inio the frigid 
in draining to improve upon his great mafler. 

Homer, in the Od/fl^y, a work which Longi- 
nus does not fcruple to charge with bearing th© 
marks of old age, dcfcribes a ftorm in which all 
ihc four winds were coiieerned together. 









We know that fuch a contention of contrary 
b!afts could not poffibly exift In Nature; for 
even in hurricanes, the winds blow alternately 
fro n differents points of the compafs. Never- 
thelefs, Virgil adopts the tlcfcription, and adds to 
iti extravagance. 

Inatbatrt 
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Una Eurujqui, Nttu/qut rtanl, crtbirq ; fnteBit 

Here the winds not only blow together, but they^ 
turn the whole body of the ocean topiy turvy — . 

Eaft> weft, and foulh, engage widi funous fwecp. 
And from its Weft bed ujitumthe foaming deep. 

The north wind, bowerer,. is ftill more mif— 
chievous. 

'^^Str'.dtm aquilme prBcttta, 

feium adiitrfaftrit, fiaSufqut adjidera iolS. - 

The fail then Boreas rendt with biilcoui ay. 
And whirls ihe madd'ning biJlows to the ikj. 

The motion of the foa between Scylla and- 
Charybdi^ is flill more magniRed j and JExm is- 
exhibited as throwing out volumes of flame,^ 
which b.-uJh the flats •. Such exprcflions as" 
thefe arc not intended as a real rcprefentation of 
the thing fpecificd ; they are defigncd to firike the 
reader's imagination ;. but they generally feryeas- 
martcs of the author's Tinkiag under his own ideas, , 

* Speaking of the ^Ji, he Sty*, 

Taliimur ia ccriuM-curtiata gur^iti et ijdrm, 
Subdii3a, aJmanti Oiw! dejetadimus, taula — 
Of the other, 
Jlt^itgtu gitboifiamauutan, rtjidtr^ Itanbiti 

who. 
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Hrho, apprehenfive of injuring the greatnefs of hi« 
own conception^ is huriicd inU cxct:ls and exua- 
TSgancc. 

QyiNTiEiAM allows the ufc of HyperBolej, 
vhenwotds arc wanting to cxpfels any thing in, 
Tts juft llrength or dijc energy : ihcn, he fays, it 
]S better to exceed in exprelfionj than fall fhort of 
the conception : but he lilcewife obferves, that 
there is no figure or form of fpeech fo apt to run 
into fuitian. Nee alia magis via in hom^ki^uu itur. 

Ir the chafl'e Vii^il has dius trefpafled upon. 
Poetical probability, what c^ we expeft from. 
Lucan but Hyperboles even more ridiculoully 
extravagant F He refirefents the winds in conceft, 
the Tea in fufpence, doubting to which it (half 
five way. He affirms that hs motion would hava 
been fo violent as to produce a fecond deluge, had 
not JjiphcE Icept it under by the clouds j and 
as to the Oiip, during this dreadful uproar, tbt 
Jkih tauch the douds^ whilt th* kitl Jiriket tbt 
grtund. 

Uttbila tangKnlur velii, tl terra carina. 

This image of dalhing water at theflars, Sir 

Richard Blackmore has produced in colours truly 

ridiculous. Dcfcribing fpouting whales in his 

Piince 
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prince Arthur, he makes the foJlowing comp»*. 
rifon : 

Like fome prodigloucmter-ei^iie n»d» 

To ptky on btiv'di if lire Ikould heaT'n invadt.- 

The great bult in all thefe inflances is a de-- 
viation from proprieij, owing to the erroneous 
juiijcment of (he writer, who, endeavouring to 
oapiivjte (he admiration with novelty, very often 
ftiocksthc und.Ttlanding with extravagance. Of- 
this n9ture,is the whole defcriplion of the Cyclops, 
both in the Odjiley of Homer and in the £neid 
of Virgil. It mu;: be owned, however, that the 
Latin Poet, with ail his merit, is more apt than- 
his great original to dazzle us with falle fire, aiiJ - 
practil'e upon the imagination with gay conceits, 
that wiil not bear the Critic's examination. There 
is not in any of Homer's works -now fubliHing 
luch an example of the falfe fublime, as Virgil's' 
defcription of the thunder bolts forging uiidvths. 
hammers of the C} clops. 

7ris iiahr'is lorti radloi, trei nuiii ajucf» 
Addiderani, ruiili tris igait el alit'is Aafiri. 

Thj-eerays ofwrithen rain, of fire three m«e,- 
Of wini,eJ fuulbtrn winds, and cloudy ftore, 
Jii many parte, the dreaiiful mixtujc frame. 

DRYDEMi 

Thil 



I , Google 



ESSAY XVni. 229 

This is altogether a fantaftic piece of aAeftatton^ 
of which we can form no fenfible image, and 
fcrvcs to chill the fency, rather than warm tiir 
aimiration of a judging reader. 

T. ExTRAVAGAHT Hyperbole is a wcerf that 
grows in great plenty through the works of our 
admired Shakefpeare. In the following defcrip- 
t'lon, which hath been much celebrated, one fee& 
he has had an eye to Virgil's thunder-bdcs.^ 

O, then I fee queen Mab hatli been with you. 

She la the fancy's midwife, and Ihe comet. 

In Ihape no bigger thanan igat-ftone 

On the fore-linger of an alderman. 

Drawn with a team of little atomiet, 

Athwart men') noles ai they lie alleep ■ 

Her waggon fpokes made of long (pinners legij, 

The cover, of the wiuga of gralshoppers ( 

The traces, of the fniallcft fpidcr's web ; 

The collars, of the mminjbme'i niiatcry beami, lie.. 

Even in defcribing ^ntallic beings, there is m 
propriety (o be obferved j, but lurdy nothing 
can be more revolting to common lenfe, than- 
this numbering of the maon beams among the- 
other implements of queen JVLtb's harnefs, which,, 
though ex:iemely flcnder and "diminutive, are» 
aeverthelefs, objefls of the touch, and may be 
conceived capable of ufe> 

las 
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Thi Ode and Satire admit c^ the boldeft 
Hjrpetboles : Tuch exaggerations fuit the impe- 
tuous warmth of the one ; and iu the other have 
a good efk& in expofing folly, and exciting hor- 
ror againll vice. They may be liicewife fuccefs-- 
fiiliy tiled in Comedy, for moving and managn^ 
tbt powers of ridicule. 
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VERSE is an harmonious arrangement of long 
and Ihort fyllables, adapted to different Idnds 
of Poetry, and owes it» origin entirely to the 
meafured cadence, or mulic, which was ufed 
when the lirft fongs or hymns were ncited. Tbia 
mufic, divided into difeient parts, required a re- 
gular return of the fame meafure, and thus every 
ftrophe, antijlrapbe, or JianxOy contained the fame 
number of feet. To know what conftituted ths 
difierent kinds ^ rythmical feet among the an- 
ticnts, with refpedl to the number and quantity of 
their fyllables, we have nothing todo but toconfult 
thofe whohave written on grammar and profody : 
it is the bufinefs of a fchoolmafter rather than &e 
accomplilhment of a Man of T'afte. 

Various eflays have been mide In dlfTerent 

countries to compare the chara^ers of anti^nt 

and modern verfifKatlon, and :o point out the dif- 

fcfcace beyond tay poiEbility of mifUke. But 

they 
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dicy have made diftinflions wbere, in faQ, therr 
was no diiFerence, and left the criterion un— 
obfervcd. They have transferred the name of 
rhyme-to a regular repetition ot the fame foand ac 
tfie end of the line, and fet up this vile monotony 
as the charaAeridic of modern verie, in contradif- 
tin£lion to the feet of the anticnts, which they 
pretend, the Poetry of modern languages will not 
tdmiu 

K.HYMZ, from the Greek word Pst^. i> no* 
ihing sift but number, which was eOiexttiai to tfae 
sniient as wdL as to the modern verfi&cationfe- 
As to die jingte cf fimilar (bunds, though it W4» 
qever ufed by the antients in any regular return ia 
the middle, or at the end of the line, and was hf. 
BO means deemed eflential to the verfiticatioii,. yet 
Ibey did not reje^it aiablemifli, where itoccur- 
xcd without the appearance of conftraint. We- 
meet with it ofien in the epithets of Homer,— 

AftofoM Bum— Ami ^i^fw ^Vit^i^wk—almoft th« 

whole firft Ode erf Anacreon is what we call 
rhyme. The following line of Virgil has bccn- 
admired for the fimilitude of found in the iirA. 
two werds^ 

&rt irtthula tuo ficulit coufundiCur uudi*. 

ttTXH- 
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ItvTHMUs, or number, is certainly cfTentiil 
to vcrfc, whether in the dead orliving languages i 
and the real difference between the tw(^ is this : 
The number in antient verfe relates to the feet, 
4nd in modern Poetry to the fylUbles ; for to alleFC 
that modern Poetry has no feet, is a ridiculous 
abfurdity. The feet that principally enter into 
ihe comppfition of Greek and Latin verfes, are 
either of two or three fylJabJes ; thofe of two fyl- 
Jables are either both long, as the fpondee ; or 
both fliorl, as the pyrthic ; or one fhort and the 
other long, as Ihe iambic, or one Jong and the 
ether fliort, as the trochee. Thofe erf three fyl- 
lables are the daiSyl of one long and two (hort 
Jj'llables ; the anapert, of two fliort and one long } 
the tribrachium, of three fliort i and the molofTus, 
of three long. 

From the different c<Mnbinations of thefc feet, 
reftrifled to certain numbers, the anticnts formed 
.their diiTerent kinds of verfes, fuch as the hexa- 
meter or heroic, diftinguiflied by fix feet daclyla 
and fpondees, the Efth being always a dactyl, and 
Jhc laft a fjiondec : e. g. 

" 23456 

fr'vJic'^i-is f^f-te, jt.Tii ^udi-tiatt fa-ram. 

The 
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The pentameter of five feet, dactyls and fpondees^ 
or of fix, reckoning two cxfuras. 



CutH mala frr hii-gas invaht-tre mt-rar. 

They had iikewife the iambic of three forts, the 
dimeter, the trimeter, and the tetrameter, and all 
the different kinds of lyric vede fpccified in the 
odes of Sappho, Alc3eus,'Anacreon, and Horace. 
Each of ihele was diftinguiOied by the number, as 
well as by the (pedes of their feet ; fo that they 
were doubly rcftridted. Now, all the feet of the 
anlient poeuy aie ftill found in theverfification of 
living languages ; for as cadence was regulated b/ 
the ear, it was impofTible for a man to write me- 
lodious verfc wiihaut naturally falling into the ufe 
of ancient feet, though, perhaps, he neither 
knows their meafurc nor denomination. Thus, 
Spenfer, Shakefpeare, Milton, Dryden, Pope, 
and all our Poets, abound with daflyls, fpondees, 
trochees, anapefls. &c. which they ufe indifcri- 
njinately in all kinds of compofition, whether 
Tragic, Epic, Paffoial, or Ode, having in (h's 
particular greatly the advantage of the antients, 
who were rcftrided to particular kinds of feet in 
particular kinds of Verfe. If we then are con- 
fined with the fetters of what ic called -rhyme, 
they 
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they were reftrifled to particular fpecies of feet ; 
io that the advantages and difadvantages arc pretty 
-equally balanced : but, indeed, the Englifli are 
more free in this particular, than any other mo- 
dern nation. They not only tife Blank-verfe 
in Tragedy and the Epic, but even in Lyric Poe- 
try. Milton's tranflation of Horace's Ode to 
Pyrrha is univerfally known, and generally ad- 
mired, in our opinimi, much above its merit. 
There is an Ode extant, without Rhyme, ad- 
drelTed to Evening, by the late Mr. Collins^ 
much more beautiful ; and Mr. Warton with 
Come others have happily Tucceeded in divers oc- 
cafional pieces ihat are free of this reftraint : but 
the number, in aH of thefe, depends upon the 
fyllables, and not upon the feet, which are unli- 
mited. 

It is generally fuppofed that the genius of the 
Englifh language will not admit of Greek or La- 
tin mcafure: but this, we apprehend, isamillake 
owing to the prejudice of education. It is im- 
poflible that the fame meafure, compofed of the 
fame timer, fhould have a good eSe& up«n ihe 
«ar. in one language, and a bad effe^ in another. 
The truth is, we have been accuftomed from our 
infancy to the numbers of EngliQi Poetry, and 
the very found and fignitication of the words dif- 
pofu 
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pofes the ear to receive them in a certain manner- $ 
fo that its dilappoiatment mult be attended with a 
diragreeable fenlation. In imbibing the Aril rudi- 
ments of education^ we acquire, as it were, an- 
other ear for die numbers of Greelc and Latin 
Poetry, and this being rcferved entirely (or tb« 
founds and fignilk aliens of the words that con- 
ftiCutc thofe dead languages, will not eafily accotn- 
date i[f«lf to the founds of our vernacular tongue^ 
though conveyed in the fame tiiie and meafure. 
In a word, Latin and Greek have annexed to them 
the ideas of the antient meafure from which 
they arc not eaiily disjoined. But wc wVW ven- 
ture to fay, this difficulty might be furmounted by 
an effbitof attention and a little pra^ice ; and in 
Aat caie we fhould^ in time, be as well plcafei 
with Englifh as with Latin hexameters. 

Sir Philip Sidnbv is faid to have mlfcamed 
in his eifays ; but his mifcarriage was no more 
.^an chat of failing in an attempt to introduce a 
new fafbion. The failure was not owing to any 
defe^ or imperfe£tion in the foheme, but to the 
want of talle, to the irrefolution and ignorance 
of the public. Without all doubt, the antient 
jneafure, fo different from that of modern Poe- 
try, muft have appeared remarkably uncouth to 
jieople in general, who were ignorant of the claf- 
fics i 
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Jics; and Dotbing but the countenaace and per- 
feverancc of the learned could reconcile them to 
the alteration. Wc have fcen feveral late fpcci- 
mens of Englifh hexameters and fapphics. To ba[>- 
pily. compared, that by attaching them to the idea 
of ancient meafure, wc found them in all refpefts 
as melodious and agreeable to the car, as the 
works of Virgil and Anacrcouj or Horace. 

Thodgh the number of fyllables diftinguifhes 
the nature of the Engltfh Veric from that of the 
Greek and Latin, it conftitutes neither harmony 
gracC) nor expredioD. Thcfe muft depend upon 
the choice of words, the feat of the accent, the 
paufe, and the cadence. The accent, or tone, 
s underAood to be an elevation or Hnking of the 
voice in reciting: the paufe is a reft that divides 
the verfe into two parts, each of them called an 
hemiftich. The paufe and accent, in Englifh 
Poetry, vary occalionally, according to the mean- 
ing of the words ; fo that the hcnufticb docs not 
always confift of an equal nnmber of fyllables» 
and this variety is agreeable, as it prevents a dull 
repetition of regular ftops, like thofe in the 
French vcrGflcation, every line of which is divided 
by a paufe ezaftiy in the middle. The ca- 
]ence comprehends that Foetica! Ayle which ani- 
VoL. II. M matd 
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uatet every line, that propriety which ^ve* 
flreogtb and exprefikm, that mimcrofity whkb 
fenders the ver(e fmootb, Qomng, and harmo- 
ntoas, that fignificancy which taarks the paffions> 
«ndt in many cales makes the foond an echo to 
the fen(c. The Greek <md Latin langaages, ia 
being copiom and diiililc» are fnTceptMc of a 
«a(l variety of cadencet which the living langaages- 
wil) not admit : and of thefe a reader of any eac 
will judge (or bimJelf. 
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